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preface 


At the request of the field offices, this monograph has been 
prepared, explaining the origin, ideology and working, of the Muslim Colt 

of Islam (MCI). 

Inasmuch as a knowledge of the orthodox religion <d Islam is 
considered essential to an understanding of one ct Its most deformed 
branches, a brief history of the Islamic religion, an outline of It. doctrines 
and a very brief explanation of the divisions of the Koran have been Included 

in the first section of this monograph. 

The anglicized forms of names and title, have been utilized; 

however, for purposes of Information, the first reference to each has been 
followed by the Arabic form. 

In view of the extreme fanaticism prevalent throughout the MCI, 
nnd the absolute' lack of a doctrinal core, an attempt has been made in the 
second section of this monograph to set forth general patterns of belief 
and behavior, complied through an over-all study of the various temples 
throughout the United States. Although there are some basic rules accepted 
throughout the Cult, it appears that many of the local leaders have adopted 
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the privilege of personal interpretation. 

In the third section,an attempt has been made to illustrate the 
chasm existing between the orthodox religion ot Islam and the unorthodox MCI. 
the various enrollment forms and data, considered pertinent 

fcy the Cult, have been included in the Appendices. 

The material in this study which relates to the history of Islam 

has been Obtained from public sources and Is documented as such. All of 
the data relative to the MCI has been obtained from confidential sources and 

is classified as confidential. 

This monograph Is Intended to serve as an Investigative aid to 
field office agents mid to facilitate the handling of any problems which may 
„ise in the conduct of such investigations. In view of the aberrant ideology 
and practices of the MCI, it Is necessary to go Into detail and present all 
of the information In the Bureau’s possession which is considered essential 
to the successful handling of Investigations regarding this group and the 
development of informants among its members. 
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 


A. Summary 

This monograph includes a background of the orthodox religion 
of Islam, and the workings and organizational setup of the Muslim Cult of 
Islam. An effort has been made in the last section to point out those tenets 
of the orthodox religion that have been adopted as a structural part of the 
Cult, and the eccentric alterations made in them. 


B. Conclusions 

1. The MCI is a fanatic Negro organization purporting to be 
motivated by the religious principles of Islam, but actually 
dedicated to the propagation of hatred against the white 
race. The services conducted throughout the temples are 
bereft of any semblance to religious exercises. 

2. Or ganiz ationally, the MCI is a collection of autonomous 
temples bound by a tremulous personal relationship between 
the heads of the temples and the headquarters of the Cult 

in Chicago, Illinois. 

• 3. The MCI, although an extremely anti-American or g a niz a t ion, 
is not at the present time either large enough or powerful 
enough to inflict any serious damage to this country; however, 
its members are capable of committing individual acts of 
violence. 

4. The aim s and purposes of the MCI are directed at the overthrow 
of our con s titutional government, inasmuch as the Cult members 
regard it as an instrument of the white race; therefore, 
it is obvious that this group, as long as it retains the ideas 
now motivating it, will remain an investigative problem.to the 
FBI. 
















L the RELIGION OF ISLAM 


A. Brief History, 

"Read: In the name of thy Lord who create*," 1 said the 
voice to Mohammed (Motammad), * who coold not read. And thus wM 

bom "The Slave of Allah," "The Prophet d IsUm." the man who united 

*e wandering trlhe. d the Arslan desert and envied them to emerge from 

the darkness d primitivism and savagery and build a civUisatioo rich In 

scientific and cultural achievement It was the twenty-fourth night d the 

m onth d Ramadan** when the angel Gabriel brought the first revelation 

to Mohammed on Mount Hira. ***For the rest d Mohammed's life he 

continued to have these revelations, which were eventually compiled to form 

»s, fhA icor*n (al-Qur’an), ”The Reading,” — the 
the bible of Islam, known as the Koran tai vjur 

Reading of the man who knew not how to read. * 


♦Born about 570 A. D. in Mecca, Arabia. 

.♦Tbe ninth month d the year during **l=h aUMoslems fast It Idle In 
different seasons because d the lunar calendar. 

***A hill in the Arabian desert on which Mohammed received the first of 
the revelations. 
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For the first three years ot his mission, Molmmmed was 

, rf Mccca * (MaUca), and because of this 
onsidered a fanatic hy the peep uke meet 

, relegated his teachings to his i y 

.. without honor .are in hi. own country. At the 
,rophets, he «. ^ w ..„ ue ^ warn" and thereafter 

*• tUrd ,ear ’ he _ om , 20 A j> Mohammed's Hairs at Mecca were 
preached in pohUc. Prom MO A .» . ^ ^ „ 

.... B . public standards, his mission 
* a crisis. irom Tithr)b ^r called Medina), a city 

until he met a group recognizing him as the awaited 

more than two hundred miles away, , »nd heird . This 

. . , h ., r clty and told what they had seen ann 
Prophet, returned t hings and it was in 

the only place which proved receptive to hi. teachings 

yaihrlh that the tutaxecnslamUy.^ Mohammed 

to the Summer . m wl y to Yathrib. This is the 

ned irom ^ ^ y#Uirib(Irom which the Moslem** counts 

famous hegira ^ ^ ^ . theocratic state, and 

the years. I — lonely prophet 

av ^ rnied a rapidly growing empire. The ion > * 

irom Yathrib that he ruled a rap ** 

was now the armed conqueror I 

•The capital of Arsbla iourteea centuries ago. 

••The more ismiltar iorm oi the word Muslim 

• 2 • 
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Mass conversions are rarely nude without bloodshed, and 
Iilam was no exception. A series of savage conflagrations accompanied 
the rapid spread ot the new reUglon over the s»ds of Arsblm 
the moat significant d these battle, occurred between three hundred 
Mohammed's men and one thousand Meccan, at a place called Badr. e 

victory of Mohammed's Inferior force was Interpret a. a divine -Uon 
of the new faith. Previous to this battle,Islam was a religion with 
,fter this It became a state. But the tide, of war were not always so 
favorable to Mohammed. More than a year later, amid the beating ot 

ttmbrels. Mohammed's army was cut to ribbons on the plains of Ohod by 

hostile tribes, and only saved from complete —on by the exhaustion 
of the enemy. In 629 A.B., after a Primage which Mohammed h*. sent 
to Mecca returned urturmed, he decided to venture there himself. His 
pilgrimage was nude without Incident and J* won vM-ubl. convert. In e 

tr whom were some who bed previously fought against 
city of Mecca, among whom were some 

. . Mecca which fell without a struggle. 

him. In 630 A. D.,he marched sgelnst Mecca, wm 

Pagan Arabia had been converted, and the miaslonaries of Islam were free 
to carry the Prophet's word to the Eastern Empire, Persia and Ethiopia. 

. . . „ aQ _ a -fter Mo hamm ed’s death, in 832 A. D. , 

Within a hundred years alter jaonwwuw 

_ , Q Persla Egypt, Northern Africa and Spain 

not merely Arabia, but Syria, Persia, ngyp 
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had been conquered by Mohammed’s successors, called caliphs. Until 
the Uth century, when the Moslem world was split by the rise of the Turks, 
this culture was matched only by the Byzantine civilization. 5 

g. The Principles of Islam 

Set forth below ere the main principles of the orthodo* religion 
of Islam, as taught by the Koran, mid as strictly adhered to by past and 

present followers of Mohammed: 

1. Articles of Faith 

a. Profession of Faith 

’’There is no god but Allah. Mohammed is the Messenger of 
Allah.”* It is simply by bearing witness to the truth of these 
two propositions that a man enters the fold of Islam. 6 

b. Belief in the Unity of God 

According to the teachings of the Koran, God Is one In His 
Person, His Attributes and His Works. Oneness In person 
means there Is but one Godhead In which there Is neither 
plurality of persons nor gods. Oneness In attributes Implies 
that the Divine attributes In perfection are possessed by no 

♦The Koran 
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other being. Oneness in works means that no being is 
capable of performing the works which God has done, or 

which God may do. 7 
c. Belief in the Prophets 

Mohammed considered himself the last of the prophets and 
it is, therefore, incumbent on all Moslems to believe in the 
prophets of other nations. 8 "Say, O people 1 I am the Apostle 
of Allah to you all, of Him whose is the kingdom of the 

heavens and earth.”* 
d. Belief in the Attributes of God 

1. His knowledge 

2. His power and control 

3. His love and mercy 

4. His punishment 8 

The highest ideal a man can place before him is a belief in 
a god who possesses the perfect attributes, for without such 
an Ideal man loses his earnestness and noble aspiration. 

* The Koran 
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Belief in Divine Revelation 

According to the religion of Islam. there are three tome 
of divine revelation: 

1. The inspiring of an idea into the heart 

2. Revelation while in a trance or dream 

3. Revelation in which the angel brings the divine 
message in words. 

Belief in the Angels, 

Angels are closely connected with the life of man from hi. 
birth to his death and during hie progress in either Paradise 
or Hell. They act as intermediaries, and because of their 
servile positions they me considered interior to men. 11 

in a Fin s' Judgment and Lite alter Death 
There will be a day of reckoning when man-s deeds will be 
weighed before the Eternal Judge, when heaven and earth wl 
mel t away and only God's nearness will be apparent. So 
death, according to the Koran, is not the end of life but 
merely the door to a higher term of existence.« 
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C. Fundamental Religi ous Duties 

He fundamental religion* duties, or practice*, recognised 

by Islam are five: 

1 . Tto profession °t faith, which w a« previously defined, s^ . 

-ai-t. include* th » following declaration*: 

a. We will not worship any but the one God 

b. We will not steal 

c. We will not commit adultery 

d. Nor kill our children 

e. We will not slander in anywise 

f. Nor will we disobey the Prophet in anything that is right 18 
2. Prayer 

Prayer 1* con*ldered the mean, of the realtaation of the Dtalne 
Inman. It l. Mid to be an ln*trument for dispelling all difference., 
racial, cultural and economic, between all men, and a force 
■efficiently cohesive to achieve a oneness of all humanity. 14 
8. Charity (sakat) 

This encompasses all acts of benevolence and doing good to 
h umanity In general. According to Islam, God has given to man 
not only H. wealth but also his faculties, mid these should be 





















shared to the benefit of all. Actually, the provision for charity 
demands the giving up of a small portion of a man's wealth but 
does not interfere with his right to property. 15 
Fasting 

"So they should answer My call (by fasting) and believe in Me, 
so that they may find the way (to Me)."* Fasting, according 
to Islamic principle, is primarily a spiritual discipline. It has 
as its purpose spiritual purification and entails fasting 
from food and drink from dawn until sunset during the entire 
month of Ramadan. 

Pilgrimage (half) 

"And pilgrimage to the House is incumbent upon men for the sake 
of Allah, upon every one who is able to undertake the journey 
to it "**In the world of Islam the pilgrimage is considered one of 
the major influences in destroying barriers of race, color and 
nationality, for it is on the pilgrimage that men speak one language, 
wear one dress and are taught to live, act and feel in one way. 17 
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- eK0 — nt his lile Mohammed dictated hU scriptures 

In the last rears at Us liIe.Monsmm 

were partly written on parchment, pape , 
i Ms disciples. HU message, were (W _ e lragm , n u 

nr hone and partly committed to memory. Thetragm 
aim leaves or bone, ana p * 1 / ^ 

collected and rearranged into the Koran, 
rere eventually coUectea «n . M h ^ called 

The Koran U divided into IM chapters, each * which U 
, me .uras are divided Into two categories: 

The Medina auras, which number twenty tw , 

ed during his ten-year stay in Medina. These 
revealed to Mohammed during “» " 

eoelal and political community 
.uras give guidance to a growing social an P» 

and translate laith Into action. 1 ♦..nee 

tatlons to Mohammed,while he was In a stale ct truce. 

B00k ^ are never conlused with those which occurred 
BPrlSe ^ “ rte » there were no physical change, apparent In him. The 

ring the times wneu al 

imnwnasthe Hadlth, or Bunnah. ot the Prophet. » 

tter are known as xne n*** » _ 
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A. Backg round and Or igin. „r.t World War, the Negroes 

During and Immediately following the ttrat World 

attracted to the northern lnduatrlal 

In the Southern States became They believed Implicitly 

titles such as Detroit, Pittsburgh and Chicago. 7 

cities, to improve 

that the North, unlike the South, ^ e8 * n ^ result o£ the prevalent 

- 

Illiteracy among these pe „ mtalB hed The depression In 

tome North, ^.IhlUtte. e^ent 
the late mo- s completely dispelled the rest - the* hope 
greatly th.tr living etandards. During these years, m«y »«*■* an 

which reflected this intense desire tor racial improvement 

———• —:i 

:r—.——•—- —- •“ 

the pitch oi unadulterated racial hatred *as attained. 

i Th Q M>TMg Garvey Movement 
‘ Brl UshWestIndies, Marcus 

w f t dian Negro was Imbued with the desire to collect 

Garvey, a West Indian Negro, wa» 

-4 thp eax th and return them to 
his people from the tour corners ot the earth an 










African soil where the Negro could have a government and 
country of hi. own and establish himself In the eyes of the world 
as an African national. Garvey's success In the British West 
Indies was moderate, but moderateness did not satisfy his ambitions, 
so on March 33, 1916,', he came to the United States where he 
established hlmsell In the Harlem section of New York City. 

Garvey, who was referred to as the "Black Moses," described 

-__ as the"Messlah of the Black People"througbout the world 

and m ade many Inflammatory attacks on the white race and the 

treatment it afforded the Negro. 

In July 1918, Garvey published a constitution and bylaws, 

and on October 33, 1931, his organization was Incorporated in 
the State of New York under the name Universal Negro Improvement 
Association. In this country membership centered In New York, 
Detroit, Cleveland, Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, New Orleans, Norfolk, 

Tampa, Savannah,and In dianapoli s. 

In 1920.Garvey dispatched a delegation cf Negroes to Liberia 
to procure lands and other facilities tor the purpose of resettling 
the American Negroes; however, the delegation was rejected by 

the Liberian Government. 
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Garvey’s decline, though brought about by the activities 
of competitors, actually began with his arrest for selling stock 
in violation of state laws. After serving two years cf his sentence, 

Garvey was deported to Jamaica. ^ 

Although Garvey died in London in 1940, his ideas did not 

die with him. Under the direction of a president general, William L. 

Sherill, in Detroit, Michigan, the Universal Negro Improvement 

Association is presently active and, together with the African 
Communities League, sponsors a publication, entitled ’’Garvey’s 
Voice, ” which keeps alive the preachings of Marcus Garvey — One 
God--One Aim—One Destiny.” 

2 . The Moorish Science Temple of America 

During Garvey’s imprisonment, there appeared on Chicago’s 

street corners and vacant lots a Negro wearing a flaming red fet. 
This was Timothy Drew* who called himself Noble Drew Ali, and 
who brought to the Negro the information that he was not a Negro 
but a Moor. Act six of his Divine Constitution and By-Laws 

reads: 

♦Born in North Carolina in 1886; died 1929 
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ality and their Divine creeou** j 

that they are a they are not Negroes, 

8 aid or Ethiopians, 

Colored Folks, Biac***** ^ B i ave g, by 

T “taSteSTmliri^Wuntil less 

**S5£2l'' “^S^tSfprucljlin their 
era of time now, w recoenixed by the 
free national »“J® ^* uve and the nations 

government ^ Jj*®* **Jeasanwby Allah the 
of the earth, ^ “dained Noble Drew 

Great God ofthe ^ ve ” e ^ r hlB people from their 
All, the prophet, to redeem the 

sinful ways. TJji 1£SS£to incited 

SKSfWS S^Weetem .here. of 

Africa. ** . ; 

Noble Drew hire Moorlnh eter end crencent did net 

., ,, le but It was not too long before 
^mediately draw many to hie aide, ou 

-a*!** ttnally convinced of their election to 
he wearere ct the let, imaur 

eminence, were looUng down »their Inferior whit. • 

,nd hopefully adhering to the prond.ee - Noble Drew dll * « 
offered them pride of race and dignity. Upon the receipt re 
indicating that the pre,»dlce. of hi. loUower. were being «pr 

through violence,the prophet leaned strict Inetructione, "We 

not come to cause contusion-, our worh U to uplift the —. 
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As In the esse of Marcus Garvey, competition soon arose. 

The organisation split Into two warring sections. On March 15, 19», 
the leader of the opposing faction was stabbed to death, tor which 
crime Noble Drew All was Imprisoned. Released on bond, All died 
soon after under very mysterious circumstances. 

After these events, the group was unsuccessfully held together 
as a national organisation. However, like the Garvey Movement, it 
has never really reached oblivion. Many came forward through the 
years, claiming to be the prophet. Noble Drew All, reincarnated, 
and through their efforts many branches of the Moorish Science 
Temple of America were organised and are active today. 

There have been several Intimations that the Nation of 
Islam, set forth below, was an outgrowth of the Moorish Science 
T emple of America, and was begun because of dissension within the 
temple; however, this factor does not appear In any of the related 

histories of the cult 
3 . The Nation of Islam 

In 1930 there appeared oa the streets of Detroit a peddler 
rto, like the Arab or Syrian peddlers, went from house to house, 
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carrying Mb wares. As he contacted Ms fellow Negroes in the 

Elmwood district cf Detroit, he convinced them of his ministerial 
abilities, and soon house meetings were being held under the 
guidance of the peddler, known variously as W. D. Fard, Prophet 
W. D. Fard, Prophet W. D. Fard Muk-Mud, W. D. Foard, Mr. 

Wall Farrad, Professor Ford, Mr. Farrad Mohammed, Mr. F. 
Mohammed All, and to the Bureau as Wallace Don Fard, FBI #56062. 
An individual who claims to have heard Ms first addresses states 

ft 

that Fard Mmself said: 

My name is W. D. Fard and I come from the Holy 
City of Mecca. More about myself I will not 
tell you yet, for the time has not come. I am 
you/brother. You have not yet seen me in my 

royal robes. 

F«rd at first utilised the Bible, Inasmuch as most at his 
listeners were familiar with Its teachings, but, as his following 
increased, he became more and more inflammatory In his remarks 
.gsinst the whites and denounced the Bible In shocking terms. The 
element of fanatical racial hatred became more pronounced than 
it had been In similar organisations and It was evident that Fard 
was actually cementing this factor Into the foundation of his 
organisation. 
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Very little ot Fard's background was ever authentically 


exposed, but Ms Impressionistic adherents, overawed by the 
mysterious aura, began to come forward with controversial 
information regarding his background. Some asserted that he was 
born in Mecca, the son of wealthy parents of the tribe of Koreish 
(Qureysh) from wMch Mohammed had come; that he was closely 
related by blood to the dynasty of the Hashlmite sherif s ot Mecca 
who became kings of the Hejas; that he was educated at a coUege 
in England in preparation for a diplomatic career, but that he 
abandoned everything to bring "freedom, Justice and equality,' 
to "Ms uncle living In the wilderness of North America surrounded 

and completely robbed by the cave man.”* 

It appears that the surrounding air of mystery affected 
F ard as much as it did his followers, for, when asked who he was 
by the Detroit Police Department, he answered, '1 am the Supreme 



symbolically in the cult ritual as 
of the East— Syrians, Turks and 
ancle" of Mr. W. D. Fard. 


of the East— Syrians, 
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Gradually there began to seep into the minds of his followers 
the idea that Fard was more than a man. As time passed, the 

idea reached the level of veneration. 

The following quotation reflects this veneration in the past 

and present beliefs of this organization, now called the Muslim 

Cult of Islam, or the Allah Temple of Islam. 

We are determined as our Savior Allah’s Apostles 
to make known to our oppressed, robbed, degenerated, 
and rejected people the glad news of the presence 
of our long awaited Deliverer who was to come and 
has come. Whom we have seen and spoken to him face 
to face. Who is he then? The great Jehovah Master 
W. J. Mohammed who would come in the last days and 
search the earth for the lost brother of Asia, who 
had fallen among strangers and was robbed of all 
we originally possessed. Praise be to our Savior 
and King Master Fard Mohammed, the Almighty who 
have the keys of salvation to loose us out of this 
wicked devil civilization. 

When the number of followers increased to the point where 
private homes were no longer large enough to accommodate the 
growing congregation, a temple service was begun. This first 
temple, originated by Fard in Detroit, is at the present time known 

as Temple No. 1 of the M u slim Cult of I s l a m . 
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To Illustrate Us new teachings, Fard used the physical 
„d economic difficulties of the Negroes. Biblical prophecies 
and the teachings of Marcus Garvey and Noble Drew All were 
cited as foretelling the coming of the new prophet. Many of the 
people were illiterate and It became necessary to organise classes 
English in order that they might be able to read "the proof, 
about themselves." Fard explained to the people that the ^cation, 
wuch he recommended they read were symbolic and could be 
understood only through U. own interpretation. He complied a 
series of questions and answers which supposedly explain his 
teachings In a mathematical and scientific way. He Introduced the 
Koran as the most authoritative of Ml text, for the study of the new 
faith; however, he used only the Arabic text wUch he trmmUted 
„d explained to U. believers. HU people were completely 

dependent upon his interpretations. 

The potential dangerousnes. and the primitive Instinct, of 

some of the member, of this organisation were forcibly brought 
to the attention of the people of Detroit on November 21, »». when 
the newspapers carried .bloodcurdling story of human suffice. 

A prominent member of the Cult, one Robert Harris, somehow 















l; 


^ hi, roomer, John J. Smith, to present himeeli an . hom 
. Kra ,c« .o that he might become "Th.Savt.ur - the World." 

At the appointed hour oi the entile., Harris plunged a knlie in 
Smith's heart a« he lay waiting on the improvised altar, Alter 
H„ri.'. arrest it became known that two social worker, were 

■lated as the next victims. 

Another such incident involved the arrest on January 20, »37, 
o, the brother oim.omci.loi the Cult a. he prepared ior the 
ceremonial slaying and cocking * hi. wtte and daughter to cleanse 

him from all sin. 

In May oi 1933, Fard was ordered to leave Detroit by the 
local authorities; however, hi. departure iailed to bring the activities 
oi the Cult to a conclusion. Ready, willing.and able to assume 
leadership oi the Hatton oi Islam was Golan Bogmm, known variously 
as Elijah Poole, Gulam Bogans and Mohammed RassouU, who was 
to become Elijah Mohammed, the present lemler oi the Muslim 

Cult of Islam. 

Culm. Bogans was born "Elijah Poole" on October 7, 1897, 
near Sander.vllle, Georgia, one oi the thirteen children oi Wall 
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and Marie Poole, whose parents had been slaves of a white family 
with the same surname. He finished four grades in school and 
left home at the age of sixteen years. In 1923 he took his wife, 
the former Clara Evans, and their two children to Detroit, Michigan, 
where he was employed in several manufacturing plants until the 
beginning of the depression in 1929. During these lean years, Bogans 
met W. D. Fard, who acquainted him with the tenets of the Cult, 
and who, according to Bogans, personally took him "out of the 
gutter in the streets of Detroit and taught him in three and one-half 
years the knowledge of Islam. When Fard left Detroit, he designated 
. Bogans, who was now called Elijah Mohammed, as the leader of the 
* Muslims in North America. Throughout the Cult membership, the 
disappearance of Fard and resultant change in leadership are explained 
as follows: Fard, in reality Allah himself, left Detroit to travel to 
Mecca, and left the Cult in the capable hands of his apostle, Elijah 

Mohammed. 

jrm>ah Mohammed taught to Detroit until September 19S4, 
•hen, because of local pressure, he decided to remove to Chicago 
where he established Temple No. 2, the headquarters of the MCI. 
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in 1P42,Elijah Mohammed stated that the main purpose of the 
MCI is "to clean up the dark people physically and spiritually so they will 
* respected by the other civilised people of the earth. In their present 
condition they are not and cannot be honored and respected by intelligent 
people. Islam desires to eliminate prostitution, gambling and drinking among 

the dark people so they can be respected." 

Membership in the Cult Is restricted exclusively to Negroes; 

however, it is known that at least one member of the Caucasian race is 
associated with the Cult as instructor in Arabic. Although this individual 
is a white man, because of his Palestinian nationality he would be considered 
by members oi the MCI as a "brother." As far as their service, are concerned 
no "White devil" is allowed to enter thetmnplss, and statements have been 
nmde by local Cult leader, which indicate that violence would be considered 

a necessary measure to Insure security. 

B. Organisation of MCI 

The headquarters of the Cult is, as previously noted, located in 

Chicago, Illinois. It is known as Temple No. 2, and is under the personal 

direction d the national leader, or Prophet. Elijah Mohammed. 
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1 Temple Organisation 

' active in the Rowing cities: 

Chicago, Illinois; Detroit, Michigan-, Baltimore, Maryland 

lvanla* He* York, Hew York; Washington, 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Hew T 

P c . Boston, Massachusetts; Atlantic City. New Jersey, 
Youngstown, Ohio; Mdl^Us, Indiana; CinCnnatl^OMo^ 

San Diego, California; and:«Uw»*ee,Wisconsin .* 

temple Is, as a rule, divided into the toUowing organist 

breakdown: 

Fruit of Islam (FOl 

This is the mUltar 2 _sectlon ot the MOL Each 
temple ha. a section ol the FOI within It which 1. 
composed only oi the male memhers. Each seetio. is 
m der the trusted car. of a captain who is. reputedly, 
directly responsible to Elijah Mohammed. These 
sections are further divided Into squads which are 
headed by trusted member, of the temple with the title 
Of lieutenant. Each Individual within the s*rad i» 
answerable to his lieutenant who In turn Is responsible 

to the captain. 
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At least one night a week is devoted to military 
training which includes judo, the use o£ knives and 
blackjacks, and military drills such as marching in 
regular columns. 

Secondary duties of the FOI, according to information 
received, are the handling of disciplinary matters within 
the temple, supervising "trials,” guarding the Prophet 
or local minister as weU as the selection and training of 
those members who are chosen to act as temple guards, 
and insuring the security of the temple against any invasion 

by "spies" of the "devil." In connection with the War 

of Armageddon, the Cult looks on this section as an 
extremely important factor in the eventual emergence of 
Asiatic world dominance. 

Muslim Girls* Training (MGT) 

This section is composed of the female members of 
the Temple who are trained in the duties of the Muslim 
woman, especially in regard to homemaking, cooking, 
sewing, and their duties and obligations to their husbands 

and families. 
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■y^^TTraining \ 

ThUM C tt « ta ^OCO»P— «-*——» . ! 

* tbe cult but usual* the younger member, who are 
taught the doctrines tori theories to MM. 

•the University ot lsUm. 

TO8 section to dedicated to the l«th.rs»c. to *-e 

knowledge to Uto» —• »«» be " 04 ** C '“* “ 4 ““ 

, chlM _ Although branches to the University 
Its location In Chicago. 

are lound in the organizational setup to -era! temples. 

„ a genera! rule the education to temple members Is 
handled independent* * the rntnisWor hi. «—* 
or individuals designated to perform such 

this connection It should be noted that in 19 
name to the attention to tit. Detroit Board to Education 
that children to certain Negro families were being 
withdrawn from the p*Uc schools. An investigation 
Which was instituted b, the Board reflected that the 
families involved were members to this Cult and that the 
children missing from the schools were attending the 


fe 
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University of Islam, ft school which had been established 
by the Cult. An immediate examination of the school 
was made and It revealed that the ’’curriculum, the 
teaching staff, and the equipment were entirely inadequate 
to afford even the most rudimentary education for the 
colored children who were attending. Not only was the 
school inadequate, but the subject matter which was 
taught appeared to be of a fantastic nature quite outside 
the realities cf life." Attempts which were made to 
close the schools by the enforcement of the school 
attendance laws resulted in strengthening the resistance 
of the Cult,causing it and the school to operate in secrecy. 

A final decision of the Board resolved to refrain from 
rigid enforcement of the attendance laws and to assist 
”in adjusting the underlying economic and social problems 
of other Negro families of the same class in order that 
the movement may not spread; and to ignore temporarily 
the irritating ’bumptiousness’ of this particular group.” 

In 1954 information was received indicating that in 

the University of Islam various subjects are taught ranging 
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Irom elementary gr»4* »elio61 eubjeets to illegeiiy 
.. Uw ce4 subjects" lot mlolt member.. Doting 
toy,children ot the Colt member, me «pe^ to *"? 

subjects - rending, .P*** ^ 

Ieluoic history me tnogbt. There m nppmenuy no 
>tand ,td d advancement or dlvieion - gt-.. - 
school and.from Observation.,thoe. Unchlng In« have 
utae or no educational background. 

Public Tnfltittttiong_ 

One ot the numerous explanation, ottered by the 

American Negroee la that they ■ 
Colt lor the origin ci the American n m 

member, d the l~t Tribe ol Bhahmn. mid It 1. 
fccm *. Idea that the, have obtained the name lor the ' 
vartoua buelne.. enterprise., •<*» a. gr«ery -ore., 
restaurants, Uundrlee.md luma, operated by .ever 
temple, ol the Colt. fc me d the.e UmUtutlon. cmry 
the word Shaba*. In their name. mid wme orgmilned to 
enable member. - the Colt to ..core Ireedom Irom the 


-26 - 









control of the "devil." Members are urged to patro . 

these Institutions, the protlt. of which, it in 
„ toward the maintenance of the entire organinaUon. 

This is not a condition present throughout the 
enure org^ation but is found in only a few tenses. 

nal Officers, 

T« there are three recognised national 

Besides the Prophet, there are w* 

officers: . medical director, . person^ ^ 

and the head of the FOI in the United (Rates. The ^her oU 

eg the edit are assigned to the remaining eleven temples. 

• Local Officers 

Thepoaltion* held by these officer, vary according to the 

size of each individual temple; however, the foUowtng listing 

iM- leas with the general pattern: 
complies more or less wiui » 

Wead MiniP f<>f> and Assistants. 

Th.se officers are supposedly selected hy EUJah Mohammed, 
and are responsible for the functtcoing ct the temple. Thenumher 
„ assistants depend, on the sine of the temple and It. needs. 
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General Secretary 

me secretaries are reportedly selected by Elijah Mohammed 
.„d handle duties In keeping with secretarial functions. K found 
,0 be other than righteous, they are subject to removal by Elijah 
Mohammed or the Head Minister. 

Treasurer 

The treasurer Is usually present at each meeting and handles 
ril of the collections or contributions. It is his responsibility 
to see that the amounts received are handled In accordance with 
the regulations set forth by the officials of Islam. 

Hsaad Investigato r and Assistants, 

These individuals investigate such matters as are assigned 
them by the officials, and are responsible for reporting their 
fringe to their superiors. The number of assistants depends 

on the needs of the temple. 

Captain (FOI) . 

Assistant Captain (FOI) 

First Lieutenant (FOI) 

Second Lieutenant (FOI) 
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rae captain and officer, of the FOI are directly re.pon.tble 
£ .r the efficient training of the member, of this .ectlon In 

various military maneuvers. 

Captain (MGT It GCT) 

First Lieutenant (MGT b GCT) 

The women who head the Muslim Girls' Training and 
Girls’ Civilization Training are responsible lor training 
tte female member, of the Colt In domestic duties, and 
educating them so they will be able to assume Intelligently 
their responsibilities after the clvlliiatlon of the white man 
fraa been obliterated. 

C. Financial Program 

From the Information available, It appears that the main source 
rffmds utilized In the maintenance of the Prophet, his family, ministers 
^ rental and operating expense, for temple properties, stems from the 
voluntary contribution, of the members; however, In view of the amount, 
solved, several member, have expressed their suspicion, of the existence 

of some unexplained source of funds. 

lh 1942 a letter was found In the headquarter, of the Cult, which 

addressed to the Muslim, by Elijah Mohammed mad In which he acknowledge 
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the receipt eta sum* money. A postscript written by hand on the Bide 
0 , the letter stated: "It makes the hypocrites all angry when they hear of 
* yon contributing to me. so let's make them made plenty mad so they will 

learn who we are. ” 

In 1952,the members of one temple were requested to contribute 
one third of their salaries. 

In 1953 . 1 nformation was received that another temple was asking 
lor donations ot *210 per person to help establish a fund of *200,000 for a 
cooperative store to be built In Chicago. Because of the extreme presence 
put on members, and their bmbtlity to pay this amount, many of them dropped 


membership. 

In a number of temples,donatlon booklets are Issued in which 
member, are requested to designate the purpose, to which their contributions 
are to be directed, l.e., Treasury, Poor Fund, Minister, University of 
Islam, Prophet's Home, Secretary, Special Donations, Prophet's Fund,and 


Minister’s Fund. 

It na, been Indicated that Mother source of Income originated 

from the profits of the various business enterprises controlled by the Cult, 

such as the previously mentioned restaurants, laundries, mid grocery mores. 
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Id August 1954, Elijah Mohammed addressed a congregation, at 
which time he indicated that the real estate holdings of the Cult in the Chicago 
area totaled approximately $153,500. 

D. Meetings 

The regular meetings of the MCI are considered open meetings , 

,! which visitors are welcome. The meetings of the FOI are closed, and . 

oslT members who have obtained their "X" * names are allowed to attend. t 

TOs rule Is also applied to meetings of the MOT and GOT. An air of strict | 

secrecy pervades all of the meetings, and strict rules are In existence 
which forbid the discussion of the proceedings of each of the meetings between 
members of the different sections. 

1 . Conduct of Meetings 

The following description cannot, of course, be.-accepted 
as established procedure in every temple in the United States 
because, like every aspect of this organization, there is no 

regulated pattern; however, accepting certain existing variations 

in deportment, it does reflect a general picture of the usual procedure. 

•Their "Slave names,« or given names, are taken away at tte time of 
enrollment in the Cult and substituted by the surname with 'X. 

• SI * 









Any person entering the Temple. U 

immediacy searched. If the person U n male,he 1* * e 

<**, cigarettes, bmms. ^ 

allowed In the temple. H the person Is » female,* e • 

Into a separate room, where she Is searched by tte «» 

weapons -any — — * *—^er. 

and other cosmeUce. All of the property confiscated 

and visitors Is returned at the conclusion cl the meeting. A 

. r_ escorted under guard 
(mmAitiatelT after the searchi in 
visitor, Immediately^ . _ f . 

to the vtsltord! section, «s«aU, Uy In tront^e 

speaker's rostrum. H the person Is a -ember, .ter m*fog 

^irilld - female member. to«rd the r~ 
procedure. In Individual temple, wffl, <* course, vary 
the meeting Is usually begun by the Head Minister or, In Ms 

. assistants, who reads an opening prayer. In 
absence,one Of hi. «— MosU m Hghting Song, 

some temples this prayer is followed by 




the words to which are Included In the Appendices at the eod ci 
this monograph. Following the .cog, If it la ««"g. *•« congregation 
to questioned a. to the Student Enrollment, Lost-Found Muslim 
Lesson No. X, the planets, mathematic, mid the Fruit of IsUm. 

All of this data has been included in the Appendices. During the 
course of the meeting, pertinent subjects, as often as possible 

involving frequent references to the -white devil," which elicit 

great feelings of animosity and hatred, are discussed by various 
members who either direct their conversation to the individual 
controlling the meeting or to the members themselves. At the close 
of the meeting, the usual prayer is said mid is answered by Ml 

members in unison. 

Physical Description 

The room where the meeting U held is generally of the 
auditorium type and usually has, in the front, a speaker's rostrum 
situated on a platform. Behind the rostrum,the flags of the United 
States and Islam are painted on a blackboard. Above the Star, 
and Stripes to the word "Christianity"; below,'the words "Slavery 

Suffering, Death." Directly beneath the word "Death” is a cross, 
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to the left of which is a picture of a Negro hanged from 

tt . umb - a tree. Over the flag ot M-. -*ch is contpoeed - 

. white crescent and star on a field - «*• ** "“ d 
„ printed; beneath the tUg are the word. -Freedom. *»*., 
Equality." Rationed about the room are a series ot guards 
.Uod in military fashion at all times and who are relieved every 
*** minutes, whether or not an Individual is spe-dng, by other 

guards after an exchange ot military salute. 


E E nrollment and Education 

“-rr 

1 u ~nn Chicago it must be handwritten in 

and submit it to Elijah Mohammed In Chicago. 

ink on bond paper, an, it there is a single error in ^ 

or punctuation, the letter will be returned for correction. In V? 

Prophet advises the applicant that he has been accepted, .veshimbisX 
aame and encloee. the extremely important Leason No. 1. which It U 
incumbent upon the new member to memoriae. Upon * 

the perplexed Individual then undertake, the ** * 

Enrollment and Answers, t^t-Found Muslim l~.on No. , — 
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"teaches the Lost-Found Nation of Islam. A thorough knowledge o! our 
miserable state ol condition in a mathematical way, when we were found by 
„ Saviour W. D. Fard." by Prophet W. D. Fard, and the various fact. 

relating to geography, astrology, mathematics,and scientific data. 

AU of the foregoing material is included in the Appendices. 

The Cult tries to impress on its members the necessity for 
absorbing all of this information, and yet. as far as can be determined, never 
fully explains how such fantastic elements are applicable to the doctrb.es o, , 

_ her however came forward with an explanation of the 

the Cult. One member, however, c 
following problem: 

A lion, in a cage, waJk ®^ k t ^ d c ^ e th ittoolfhiiTnearly 
minute, seeking awayoutrf the cage, 

four centuries to find the • j ee t per minute 

2f8 S£ w * kou “ n<1 mUes 

How long will it take him to cover' ttUt.^„ g 

wte? t ^^ a ^o^^d°twohundr^e^g^^e e ^^^ 1 ° n ^ irnB 
minute. 

How long will it take him equals one 

equals one year. The above 

figures do not include rusty locks. 







•itt + ^rriv ■ * v, 


o 


According to this member, euch problems ere exam ? 

..^e lion in the cege U the W* —•* « ^ 

^ for four centuries within e trap fabricated by the 'Caucasus 
jn bondage for *° . number of Asiatics held 

^ . me seventeen milUon keys represent a like n 

** of North America' -Modern equipment, 


ja bondage in -the wilderness 
utorally, la the teaching ol Islam, by 
nptdiy toward emancipation. -Rusty locks- 


which the -original man- progresses 
.re recalcitrant -Asiatics- who 


{§ have not yet accepted Islam. ’ 


25 


^^^/jthough statements have been made by Cult members to 
Indicate a much higher tigure, there is reason to believe that - ^ 
“cult membership ever exceeded ,.<-0. m* ‘very — 


as to the current 


membership would be approximately 2,000. 


1 

„ „„ u held in Chicago, Illinois. Member, from the various 

MCI Convention is held e(BT entton , where they are 

temples throughout the United States attend this conv 

apprised ot the past progress made b, the Cult and oi pi 
expansion and accomplishments. 
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Rebellious Tendencies 

i^^mrn ofa chimerical resentment agates 
ipremacy ol the white tw, nourished on n persistent ndv y 
ebeliion against its civilisation. 

eminct Police Au thor! 

i Tnet a nrfeB Viol e nce -" . 

On several occasion., the prhnittve hatred, wi 
members we so imbued, exploded into open violence. Dor e 
the 1930's, the Detroit Board - Education tried 

, prosecute Cult families for violaUons of the state 

P ♦ members of the MCI Temple banded 

laws. After several arrests, members 

. To avoid a race riot, the juage 
together and stoned the prison. Toavo 

Issued orders for the prisoners’ release. 

Another incident occurred in September 1930, hi San Dieg . 

^ “-““T 

. a. officers and advised them 
address, two individuals accosted the officers an 

Meet of the warrant was not at home. When the officers 

the subject of tee ^ ttelr mtenUon of eeaxching the 

exhibited the warrant and expressed 

ruthlessly attacked. This perpetrated a near 

house they were ruthlessly 


I' i\ 


IV V 


;j|i. 


Ijisi.' 










0 


0 


•1 • - 


2 . 


„ tfiicer*. Before the s«h,ect was t*en into - 

tore* an unknown individual tired three shots 
order was restored, an onan Bubie ct and 

.. . a r It was later determined that the sunj 
into a P° llce car * wcrc ^ members 

ft , two individuals who intercepted the -fleer. 

Tveeo Temple - the Muslim Cult - !—• 
of the San Di g occurred which involved 

—w—e- 

policemen who taken away from them by members 

wackiachs taken away 

- had their (•> — relnf0 rce»ents. 

charged with assault. 

.Iti— *>deral Avrthorl 

... selective Service Statu tes 
Nations of the Seiecuvc--- 


authority. In view 


V I* 


Such open defiance is not relegated merely to 

o, u,e stand this organisation has Uken 

members 


... Bprvice in the armed forces, 
in connection with service m 

av ..asaee of the Selective 
have consistently, since the pas ag 

.M Of 1940 adhered to the teachings 
Training and Service Act - 1940. non 
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a their leader. In refusing to regl.ter,because the, 
claim to be registered In the book ol AlUh In the Holy 
City of Mecca and cannot serve two masters. 1 > 

three leader, of the MCI, Including Elijah Mohammed, 

„d .event, member, cl ft. Chicago Tempi. w.r. arr.sftd 

b, Agents of the Bureau. Th. charge, leveled against 

the leaders included failure to register for ..fact*, 
service, sedition^ counseling their follower, "that 
members of the Temple of Islam should not go into the 
Arm, and should Ignore an, cards or letters from the 
l0 ci draft board." The indictment, returned lor sedition 
»d conspiracy to commit sedition were dismissed In 
May IMS; however, the three leader, served prison 
terms for selective service violations. Of the seventy 

member, arrested,approximately forty served prison 
term, for violation of the Selective Training and Service 

Act of 1940. 

Daring the course of th. Second World War and the 
te Korea,such incidents were repeated throughout 


war 


the country; 


f and a number of convictions were secured 
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for violations * the Selective Service acta; and no* 
with the threat at hostilities in the Far East, the Colt 
has again taken an open Stand against service In the armed 
forces c! the United Stales. They continue to include in 

their teachings such information as: 

The black people have always been helping 

sasssfst'-ss-** 1 

white devils. 


During April 1954, there was an indication that the 
cult sought to soften Its policy toward selective service 
by stating that, it the Government would guarantee Muslim, 
that they would not have to tight their brother Muslims, 
they would not oppose selective service and would 
voluntarily enter the armed forces under the draft. However 
nince the Government could not guarantee this and since 
it was highly probable that Muslims would place themselves 
to a position to be ordered to tight other Muslims, they 
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could not, If they wished to remain Muslims, enter 
the armed forces. 

M raeresnect for theU nited State. Gove rmsgL 

Intertwined with defUmce of the provisions of the Selective 
service acts is a vivid disloyalty to the Government and a continue 
disrespect for its laws. Such comments as "no good Muslim 
register, for the draft, vote or do anything else in the Devil*, 
government," are repeatedly made throughout the various temples. 

c publication obtained from the headquarter. Of the MCI in Chicago, 
entitled "The Final Call to Islam." the following appeared: 

Of all the governments of thejortd there 

existed one so wicked as dec i ive d them into 
the Holy Peotje of Bor he ar, 

worshiping a God *“ e J t this cause 

that is a God which does ncrte^st^ wicked 

Allah, has stretched forthhis „ he 8. 

America to bring h« dtnm, h and In Stem 

tSSHrScSi^-d. to describe. 

In X«42,EliJah Mohammed colorfully described the American 

flE g as follows: 

fcaavn fa the flag of the white devil. 

J^ce^the red represents the Mood that they lose 
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keeping it for the whit. <e^ £ . 

Si is sssst ctt, - -—-* 

red fine of the white devil, 

He told hifl people not to disp y ^ 

the flag meant nothing to them hut a banner 
because the Hag the ttag of jsUm meant 

„d stripes and a piece cl blue elotn, 

their very salvation. ' 

There seemsto be a great desire to see Russia an 

tries destrop the continent ot North America. When 
Asiatic countries destr y eonil4e red the 

tke BuiUd State. wan at war with Japan, the Cult 

their "little brown brothers" and gleefully pr 

Japanese thei Mohammed 

victory of the Land of the Rising Sun. In 1942 ,RU, 
the victo y . ti temple meeting: 

reportedly made the following —— * ‘ 

The Japanese Hag 

S tte’Senes. IS bec^iette W^ho ^ ^ 

“ K J cult immediately allied 

At the outbreak of war in Korea, tn 

_ the cause of North Korea and spoke in glowing 
itssympa es a Ko rean brothers, 

terms of the stxengU. and prowess of their K 

When the Asiatic JtS KOrSwherthe is 
^S^t^t’Lo^ brother. . 









— 

„ ha , w to the defense of the soviet 

*° rt * e ' ’ hetveen the United States and Russia. 

Involving diificnities betw „ rc than they can 

The united StateeWs Rusela.emc* they 

33^®ig&* 

For years the Cult the continent of north 

„ „W’ in continually circling the 

that a -mother plan _ plaoet Barth. One 

America, and threatening destruction cd the 

variety of description is set *** below. ^ ^ 

There we etrong«t 

ages of “ *? cLuiot be bombed by»“? *' c umbed. 

“>^MOW* above the disuses iBl 1 ® ae ^atsknow 

5£* tas ~****2Zi£% *£ 

*&?**• •sassa-jr^ *■* ^r™»n. 

eSh bo € S e0®*[*£ ^er this Allah 

^"ctthe world entire. 
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j. Subversive Tendencies 

True to the nature of this organization,' there seems to be an 

uequally divided opinion among the speaker. and leader. ««• » h ‘* h “ « 

»t the MCI is sympathetic to the cause of Soviet Russia and the Communist 
p»rty Apart from the frequent references to the Russians as ■brothers 
* tte Muslims, there have been instances when indivtduM leader, throughout 
*e United States have evidenced either pro-Russian or anti-RussUn sentiments. 
»e sentiments expressed seem to depend on the persona! feeling, of the 
individual speaker. In 1953/it was reported that an official cd the Cult stated 
Bussia is actually a brother nation but. if the fact became known, the Muslims 

would be branded as Communists. 

' In 1954 information was received which Indicated that an official 

„the MCI had stated that the Cult Is not a Communist group but that the 
Communist Party was working indirectly for the Cult, since it Intend, to 
take over the Government by force mad violence and thus should aid the nuin 

purpose of the MCI* 

In 1952.it was considered that the MCI was being used to advance 

the interests of the Soviet Union. 

bus Joined with the black righteous brothers. 

Very sooif now we will take over the country and kill 
ail white men because they are die devils. 
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In contrast to these sentiments. It was reported that,at 

$e meetings during 195&the speaker stated that the ^clr time 

pmam nnis ts but Just Muslims who were only biding 

** ° r l tocir race could be indoctrinated into their true 

—HI sufficient members of their race emu 

’ and move with KUJ* Mohammed at the command * Allah. 

In 1952 it was reported that Elijah Mohammed stated in effect: 

No, we are not i^Ueveln Allah is not 

. lfl5 3 a Cult official was reported as stating 
At another meeting in W*.* 

, . were * other devil, to that they would * »« help 40 
that the Russians were uae au w. 

* Cult than the American, or BritiM.. ta¬ 

in official of another Temple allegedly .tated in 

Muslims were not connected with any Communiets and that they "hated 

Communism a. much a. the State Department did. ” 

^ough there have been .tatemenf pro mat con regarding 

_ uniat Party there has never been developed any 

Russia and the Communist Party, . communist 

*«. indication that the MCI U under »y direct inHuence o, the Comm 
Put, of the United State., or my other .ubver.ive group. 











As far as the MCI Is concerned, it seems that nothing 
drastic enough can happen to the North American continent and 
nothing is more pleasing to them than to indulge In the reverie 

of wishful thinking. 

These teeUngs hare been carried to the extent of rope 

predictions - the termination - the Presidency of «• «*- 
poring Mr. Truman's term of cfiice, the Cult emphatically Mated 

he was to be the last president. After President Bt.eri.ower w« 

elected, leader. through** the Cult gloomUy ** •* — 
to AUah, there are going to be only thirty-four presidents cl the 
United States, and the destruction of North America will occur 

during his term. 

in typical trended fashion, these remarks finely 
to direct statements and Interred threats concerning the death 
of the President. In 1954, one of the leaders stated that the Muslims 
should he the ones to kill the President and the rest of the big men 

in America, not the Puerto Means. 

At another meeting in 1954. one of the .peters stated the 

it has been written that the President of the United States will be 

Allied, and he cautioned member, that he hoped -they can be located 

st any time they are needed by the temple." 
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. r -...« a l Threat to "■» Becurlt 

• BaB ed upon an analysis ot the rabid teachings ot this group, 

g Is definitely considered that these people present a threat to the 

security <d the United 8tates, s»d would, ^th the right nu»her - «^s 

rJoppor-, 

isbrert American principles and endanger the existence of 
tftloo as such. 
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m. theology of the mci_ 
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, *Kat w D Fard the founder of the Cult, selected 
It is obvious that W. v. t ara, uw * 

tenets ot the orthodor religion - — ^ ■ 

jetton with -go pension. A. » » *e Ideologg ot thin —t 

Is concerned; It eppeer. that each speaker hen the privilege - —mg 

ot fanatical, Insane hatred as he wishes, and man. 


$s close to the realm 
of them, fully conscious 
exceed the limit. 

^ Beliefs of the MCI 


ot the psychological make-up ot their listeners, 


01 u ie 

, Follow the teachings o. Allah, as Interpreted h, EUJah Mohammed, 
the "true Prophet ot Allah" and titular head ot the MCI. 

There Is no God ^^j^^inaS^whom we aU 
whom nothing is independent, an ^ jm^ed. 

depend. «‘"^“^^"ar ^taesfnothlng 
None is thy kingdom. And I b besides Allah. 

Md e ite B ar t 0 MtnIes rS to Eufah Mohammed he Is thine 
servant and apostle. Amen. 

EUiah Mohammed was 

l 5£5S* “ - —*»■ 
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3 


! i 


n 


5 ! 

h 


s a Negro. The so-called Negro race 

j There is no such thing original race on earth. 

» O. Asiatic origin «d nature ^ creltor 

si ■- utter 01 -r 

,t took John the Baptist 600 «*»' *£* 

SS-K* *2ffSSRwkS«*n--£*■ 

woman gave W*J* *° ^ other light. John the 

dark complected and the lightest complected 

Baptist then **£&**£ * ^ a pale 

children until after 600 year was weak 

»^ 5 ^s»P i Ssr 

Arabia and they bad been sur*jj~ palom 

totg “e time they ^*“J£XS£r way «f 
for hundreds of yews. animals end lived 

Europe where devils emerged strong 


3. 


startea a ^ „ „ 

, _red to as the ’’devils. 

The white race is always referred to 
™ ' on the olanet earth or 

There ain’t no other devil on ^ ^ there’s 
under the earth but the whit devi i but the white man. 

To history top^no^er o v e ^ « no 

San. Hot even the Bihle. 

Allah further 

$e«e When the**** -**£ 5 , peweful. 
or white man, is separ 
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Ml of the original race who accept Islam register with 
apostle, Elijah Mohammed, and thereafter owe allegim*. only 

to Islam. 

None of the orfgfnal nien^reBenay 

e"ey° As'^rigin and owe Mlegim*. 

only to Islam. 

•ph. "white devil,” dotted time to role the world has passed, 

the fast approaching -War of Armageddon" wUl result in 

Asiatic world ownership and the emulation of the MusUm practice. 

.ad way of life over all other ways. 

In a very short time ^^"vUs^ wMch 
the ’’righteous ,. *r^ e black man will 

will involve the entlre w^ d ^la^ 
win this war due tothe f«t tnai w 
time to rule expired in lBl*. 

^eTeC tKe"man against the blade m». 
xne "white devils" have withheld from the so-called Negroes 
tne history of their true identity and culture, and have imposed 
atave names. Alter joining the Cult, the slave name is repUced 

With the surname with the letter X. 







7. 


Christianity hashavebeen the subject 
oI the black “ ^ their heritage, ti^eir 

of much injustice,ro language and made the 

'SSXSSSZ iS»- 

the *MU cSr"l*i*^ 

,or 45 ye “" 

The princigl®S-202l2S- , 

• 4Ua errioturCS 


PCUv* **• -- 

b . Belle! In the prophets and in the scripture* 

1. The Bible 

2. The Holy Koran 

c. Prayer live times a day 

. charity, in its broadest sense 

d. Charity, . Ramadan (considered 

e FM tlng ; mostly during the month o! E— 

’ „ .suing y«-t^ ^ “ OTth d 

B . pjsctteeeoLtheMa ■ IncorporateInthe 

Cher then prayer, charity ^ ^ ^ ^ 

five principles o! tolam, memb 

above-mentioned consider as essential as 

««—»—•—rr" ' 









They have listed what they 
pembers of the Colt ore bound to overcome: 


consider the three great evils which 


* i 
*! 


1. 

2 . 

3 . 


Use of pork which is 99% evil 

gmofclngwhich Is an evil Instituted by the white devils to fiull 
the mind and intellect of the original man 
Fornication and adultery 

Tenets ot the OrthodorRellggL^g 


\ \ c comparison ^ Certain^ 

iouowin8 p ” a * ripta to cl ““ y 
nf the MCI as a mongrelized product of the orthodox reU on 

to a clear comparison. 

1# Belief in All "* ow<1 the Prophetg - 
Orthodox 

- sincerely believes In Allah as the 


The orthodox Muslim 


* 4 


Supreme Being who 


created the universe, and expresses 


his faith 


by complete submission to the Divine Will. He believes that 

Mohammed was the Messenger, and the greatest and last of the 

prophets, to whom 4»* reveled cerUin patterns for human 
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0 


1 


con duct which would lead men t. the attainment - ***** 
perfection on this earth, and happiness In eternity. 

The religion of Warn reguire. .MM not My to toe Holy 

Koran but to all toe books of God, granted to all toe nations o{ 

the world. 

2S5KT- 

arecertain o£toe Hereafter.* 

Unorthodo x MCE_ 

Although toe Cult members protean .belief in Altoh, 

„d preface their meetings with orthodox Moslem prayers 
soliciting Allah* a aid. their methods of worship are extremely 
unconventional. Allah, together with unexplained digit, to 
psuedo-sclentific data, has become merely a name to be 
memorized. This lack of perception had led theta to - times 
fuse Allah with toe prophet. W. D. Fard. and to attribute to ar 
a "divine’’ significance.’ The Messenger, to when. Allah 
made his revel-ions, is not a revered figure in btotory. but 
a man they know who Uve. to Chicago, fUtoois. 


n 


1 

i .»> 

I- 


* The Koran 
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From habit, they profess belle! In the Hebrew and 
Christian prophets, but their rabid denial o! the doctrines ot 
Christianity belies this profession of belief. 


Joseph was the father of ,es “f^?f r 

born like any other man. Just like any otte 
man. But after the people over hefewhocall 
themselves the most Intelligent «?J 8he4 

doctoring this book f? ““ 

Bible, and when you call it the holy Bible 

you don’t know what you’re 
because when I ask you to define the word 
holy you probably cannot tell me what the 
onrd holv Q162U1S* 


Jesus and the previous prophets of tu mble 
were prophets for the white devil and the only 
negroVophet was Elijah Mohammed who came to 
lOan 


Racial Hatred 


Orthodox 

Nowhere In the teneU of the orthodox religion of Islam 
does there appear any indication of racial prejudice. On the 
contrary, to the Muslim the religion of Islam Is considered as 
being an international religion which has as Its Ideal the complete 
enuallty of all races and the unity of mankind. There Is no color 
or race prejudice and no distinction between an Arab and non-Arab. 47 
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The whole of humanity is declared to he one 

nation. All v£?b?&erhood 

language are demolish^ ana » established, 

^urss ££? - to ** " " 

equally. 28 

TTnorthodQX MCI 

AS previously indicated, this aspect is the very inundation 

d a!, of the teachings of the Cult. The white man is indeed the 

scapegoat, upon whom is vented a hatred so tinged with primitivism 
that it has almost regressed to savagery. It is to the white race 
mat these Negroes gladly throw the blame for all of their social, 

economic and cultural ills, *nd * is <™» 04 **"* 

leaders that they receive the ft* for their emotion* appetites. 

Advocacy of Violence 

Orthodox 

reference whatsoever to the spread of Islam by force 
C an be found in the Koran. The Moslems, though allowed to 
fight in self-defense to preserve their nation* e*steace, were 

. however, they were commanded to 

forbidden to provoke war, however, » 

, u. , n fhe event war was forced upon 
utilize their maximum strength in the event 


them. 
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t ‘ 

ft 

Ir • 


—.*»-* ^ - “ oU " r 

in Bln and aggression.* 

Person* violence, euch » murder end revenge, »« 
sins against society and nre punishable un4er Moslem Inw- True 
n * m ty lay In lorglvenes. and tho.. who restrain the, nnger 
„ d pardon men shall receive Paradise. » 

Unorthodox_MCI_ 

Although there have been no organised acts of vio ence 
committed by the Cul, the element of desire for violence nppeaxs 

to be an emotional stimulant for every practicing member. W. 

, needs of their audiences, the leaders 
aware cf the emotional needs oi u* 

lose no opportunity to advocate a bloody revenge against the 

M Armageddon, the great 
race in the ’’War of Armageddon. Arm** 

battlefield where, in the Ust times, the powers of evil will 

nf .mod tarn been redefined in Cult terminology to 
the powers of good, nas 

mean the conation stmn to - *- when the AsUtlc. w* 

sweep through the world, hilling men, women and children untU 

there will be "blood up to your windshield -you will be 
swimming in it. ” 


•i 


•The Koran 

















Orthodox _ training 

2 -Moslem locks on the mosque as a tr 

M orthodox M . tte fraternity and equality * 

ground where the doctrines com munity is 

mankind are put into practical worhtogi mosqpe has • 

--.suasion. 

been hum. «is „ . c , r uin persuasion or sect 

has the right to prohibit Mosl 

*om entering any mosque. » hQ oreycnt8 mC n 

And who is more flJtHis namcshwldhe 

^SSZHSL _ ole flowed access to the 

In the cult.no one # threats have been 

# iL fi temple, and many 
mner mumtumot 

- ■— ~ :Itliem or non-Moslem make. no app»e* 
Whether the man i to his entry. 

nf his skin is the sole bar w 

difference; the color oi his 

It is too late lor thedevVUtQ c0 “® n , t care 


The Koran 
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come across y fEngaS, or 

We'y-lelo preventM» 

Irom coming in that door. 

Prayer 

2152425 the second pUUrotmth^U one ot the 

Prayer Is the seconaP Be ll-mastery. 

, . which »n individual develops the art 
instruments by ^ »1, throng 

intppral part of the religion ol lBiam, 

the medium of praye si 

ml nd end reaches the Idea! otspivltuaipertecaom 

and before sunrise. 

. „„ the early aiternoon prayer, U said 

*• when* the sun begins to decline. 

Asr, orthe late^™»o^ c e ^ e ^ewS. 
the sun I* about midway on ^ 

Mag hrib, or the sunset prayer, 
after the sun sets. 

ys.«—»—- -■ ■■*” 

_ fift - 


3. 

4 . 

5. 










••**•*.*'* ** 


o 


o 


6 . 


- 4 * mprelv a series of wordB 
u utaixed by the leaders, prayer is mere 

ooenine and closing meetings. One of 

used as a meas repeated by Cult members 

the most striking aspects of th( P » ^ 

,s an absolute lack of devotion and fervor. 

... feelings ot the particular leader, 
seems to vary with the xeeun* 

5 times daffi^ ' 7 ““clock if can 
1. before sun up. 2 . next 

next 12 or lnext 3 or 4 ^ # 

after sun down if? g ft y d0|m 6 after 7 

SXlid you do not Jjjjg «* «P 
just lay on your side Sther way. 

Chart s nod Fasting 

2jS2 ^ 2S nractices together with prayer, enable the 
These practices, w 

v w mastery to attain the apex of dignity, 

Moslem, through seU-mastey, ntult es 

conduct and elevation of the mind. Charity ac 
human conduct.and FiaU ng accustoms 

the virtues of generosity and forgi 

«|{ e and increases his power 
a man to face the hardships of life and tn 

of resistance. ** 

Lol Those who, 

nr/^eMandSesesh^l.. 
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„o fear come upon them neither .hall *»ey 
grieve. * 

0 yC Slt^» P*'e.«^'l«SMe yol 

even as it was P^ c / ev n\ ♦* 
that ye maj ward off fevu). 

unorthodox MCL t nn being 

Chnnl^ta.^--^ ^occasion* 

nknown in the teachings of the Cult, 
in virtually unknown In th emlnded «l»«n g 

AU ot the member, me pe # ^ doubted 

tn the month of Ramadan l. W -«* " ^ ^ ^ 

« —» 01 ** memb ‘ r ‘ 01 significance of Ramadan, 

“ UCh le " ** w tt e la.tot th. prophet which 

to believe that Mohammed *** *^ . Terence 

u one of the basic belief, of Isl«“, 

the regulation demanding fasting **W ' 




ripanllneBB 

, h ie tor a Moslem to atUin complete 
Before it is P°® B jt has been said 

he must first purify Me body . BB “ 

tawd purity, ^ watchword tolam.’ 

that "a pore nl»d 1» a P»r neirI1 ese to God. 

This etlort U directed by a sincere deetre * 

, . . entails tb6 ® 

ablution which entau 

before prayer. _ r _ ver 

teetTo'the ankles- ** 

Thu,, to the religion o! lalam, the striving tow ^ 
physical purification Is moUvried by a spiritual ore 

S2SSS4aiEL (lI the cult are frequently urged tokeep thetnselve. and 
Members o( the C g tQ be n0 

their belongings to perfect order; however. 


♦ The Koran 





spiritual motivation present. Although Elijah Mohammed 
stated it was his intention to dean up the dark people P^lcH, 

and spiritually, the sole aim has been toward racial perfection, 

not spiritual perfection. Cleanliness, therefore, le etrictly 
a matter of hygiene. 

Wash your right handa first and then your lefts, - 
i“r which the face should be washed and take a 

bath every 24 hours. 

Food and Drink 

Orthodox 

At the beginning of Islam, it was considered that « 
which a man used affected not only hi. constitution but also the 
buHding up of his character, and hence it was necessary that 
men should be taught ways of clean eating. Thu, certain foods 

were prohibited: 

1. That which dies of itself 

2. Blood, explained as "blood poured forth" 

3. Flesh of swine 

4 - h^been mvokrf Wlal1 
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Th e tooth 

birds of prey with a claw 
the tame ass 

the mule but not the horse oelicans, kites, 

**"££££!! raven., crocoHles, otters, «*«., 
wocna and all insects 85 


•Meet ofi 


These prohibitions are still in sHeet and strictly adhered 
toby orthodox Moslems, p»tieolarly the abhorrence of swine. 

fc connection with drinking, the inlc. at fruit. can be • 
used only up to the time they become Intoxicating; however, except 
among the most rigidly orthodox, this regulation is regarded 


with toleration. 


Unorthodox MCi 

The MCI has adopted from the religion of Islam the idea 
of food restrictions, and formulated rules in keeping with their 
own tastes and tendencies. In connection with the abhorrence 
of swine, felt deeply by the orthodox Moslem, the regions 
of the Cult explicit? state: 


in their caves, when Mossa 
Islam. 
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Pork is the «ood^oMkwS' XZ**' 

SKSfi-S?*** de8troyB A 

beauty appearance. CdlthaTe 

m addition to pork, the le 

prohibited the following: 

aweet potato, white bread 

Smoking and chcwng Caucasian, 

The Four devtts wM^« t Keep away 

“ d mw 

sudden death to you. 

geience and M athemaUce, 

2JS!232 . the height of the Moslem civilisation, from the 
During the heigni 

eh toe nth centuries, great eontrlbuUons wer 
8th through the m edicine, astronomy 

t0 toe studies of mathematics. * ^ ^ ^ ^ „ 

„d physics, in the Moslem ** dous mfluenee is 

science still prevails. «-» * ^ered that the 

ascribed to the planets even te. Great stress is 

Store work direcUym. ^ u consld ered to be present 

placed on numerology. 36 
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4e muU1 eUoo -*'“ l “ U 
It 16 posslb Colt: 

. reflected to the ^ mUe . lro» the 

SgSB®®* 4 ^* 

North America? 

10 . wBUodesen^ 

O rthodox eternal reward or 

This belle! in the last »“ d « men Mo8lem ., leith. 

^toent 1. a very * e to directed towards 

It I® hecaoee ot Ods belle ^ fce recel ves the 

the periectlhlllty ot hie na M to hlm.lt 1» «« 1,18 

^° rtrfta 0 ^ dtC ^^^»^^ W0rk8 

own perfection, and having ^ 

he confidently await* the W* ^ „ revealed onto 

U.1 thoe'WhoUflieve “^Ue'vetht Allah 
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„4 the IMt D»5 

co»e upon them neither *« 

they grieve. * 

ravings ot the Cult l» there anything 

” «to Paradise or Helh The good -he 

• —^ , 8ttlct Terence to the *• ***» 

itt members compr se ^ wljlch tte .bite man *01 be 

and come to elgnllJ the m _ a wor ld In which the 

obliterated. This is their P» • * ^ „ fte white 
Negro *01 have attained the «- ^ HeU tor them 

- * “"“I Oderlor position the, occupP . - 

U the here and no.-the t rf the War ot 

tace ct the world. The M' and reveal the 

Armageddon when the clouds ot battle *0 

,„_ rflC — the Hegro. 
ruler ot the universe 

, larnic CultBintheOnltedStates 


•The Koran 
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, H wiih headquarters in Newark, 
Incorporated, “ ^ ^ ffieetlng6 , classified the MCI 

He. Jersey, »< e ^ le M „.tera group id this country, 

as the most unorthodox an support the MCrs teaching 

. .uted .ere were no evidences ^ their 

at civil disobedience and nonconior toe juristic approach 

to their religion. H „ e tnug* many false doctrines and 

unorthodox group," whose » 

_ calculated to engender racial m 

whoee teachings are calculate not acceptable 

Among the other groups in the United Sta 

tlll . .^dividual Usted the Moorish Science Temp 
to orthodox Moslems, thi Ahmadyyia, which 

America, previously described in this monograph. »d Ahm 

—-r— 











appendices 
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APPLICATION 


Pear Mr* Mohammed, 


- to the name of Allah, the merc^. aU holy. P^^^^ 

jfesrr«r-a—-—- “ 

)110W8.” 


reply 


**Ag Salaam Al aikum * 

. .... to the name of hie divine Messenger, Mr. 

«fo the name of Allah, ana in uie 

Elijah Mohammed. 

"Dear Brother: 

"Your letter seeking to be SS.’^lSf Until 

g; ^WS» * known —• “ “ Brother — 

nw. are enclosing your neat lessm^ whlch you are to answer 100% 

correctly. Upon completion of same, return. 

^ aiuv ond his divine Messenger# 
"As I say unto you in the name of Allah, ana ms 

As Salaam Alaikum" 


X. 
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E ac h student 

t» « “ ^ SOX^St^jssSi s- 
-S 32 !S 3 “*““—" 

J^g50n#l. -mwer them. 


ly unui uic -- 

U8bod *!■ . .■ nosition awaiting them. 

.. «“?55K;sfSS.“'2 s Ssss«“j, 

Islam? will oe v**- 
jard Mohammed. 

Rales ot Ing gggSS^^^^^ pronunciation ot wonlsand 

j, The laborers perloct ^'-^nti^coMldered. 

gassrsjs * -—*».« 
-^irK sfsssasss sa.s-■-■- 

“ '~ZZ£-* —™ “**“ " *“ 

5 . mistakes SHALL mo a 

AT NO TIME. - 



beiore Maew* ”• ^ all oi toe prooieu*® «-*- - always musi d« 

Lesson II “2"** “i£Ut ^ ^ Minister's Clans uwy^ u ^ ^ 

11/2 years <d ®L«Sm should know all IMS’*. *J^ ch Ml ecpdpped 
Investigated* Every MMU» to reclaim our ®*“* guttle study, 

and hers. The w accomplish the ot said “J 7 * ^ G T . „d G. 

physically and young and old, ak e tI ^ ^ cg8 gjong with the r< 

Hiry, aid everybody Report their progress al 

should study along vrtth the training ^ 





'also l gener 1 report of the W*- 

-S’SSSrS"” * 

sskm* 51 - ——”^ yUmeKiymefsfl .to b e 
iu«t^ 

U. Brothers.^^^’Je^'ofclrtSaU®- 1 ''^ 5 ' 111 ^ eltest ^ el * 
ante and place them on the top mci _ . ^portance among the 

to d« everyone M» «rh» «”• ,£*, d0 other than yooreeU. Do not tak 

.1 tt yhe Hualhn Girl. Training »^“SSS £ to 
Zx?« EWorldand tell.leter other 

U. Big field is awaiting tor the "*£*”** ^“e'foTlhe toe in at hand. 

4cadby the thou. and. The dead not. . 

Look In your poison book, work cbeenuuy _ RFTJL 

TO « AKE THE RIGHTEOUS. THE BEST. AND THE POWERFUL 

B, o»r Saviour, Master W. D. Fard Mohammed 
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t 

i 

t 


Kv which members d the MCI 
Rowing are the - ' 

quMij themselves ior „ member, before further 

lutructl0n s c “ be *“ . member who desires to become 

m be known one hundred per cent 

ggiliated with FOL 

Student EnrcUme_ni J10QSggS°ag} 

J Who U the original man? 

*• Wh0U ‘ he COl ° red fte in the Wilderness of North 

S. what U the P°Pf 0 a “ 0 r n tte planet E^rth,? 

America, an Wilderness of North 

4. W*** 18 tte ptort K^th?° P 

toetlC rieaiotE^.^-^^ ■—* 

What is the square mileage 

Is water ? ^ by the entire 

^ «n eB of usefull land used every any 
What is theequare^etf - 

population of the useful land used by the Original Mmt? 

^ u 0,8 t. 2 * -—-—*- c ° iored ** 

What is the s» rf ^ glll d nation d Islam? " 

What ii the birth record d said nau 

W^ is the birth record d said other than Islam? 


5 . 

e. 


7 . 

8 . 

9 . 

10 . 
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TheCoioreu—-*" ^ planetEann. 

^ted devil, ekunk « « P* wildern es8 at North 

JSS^jS^msfcWS*- 

Indians making » toua “ 

4,400,000,000. wilderness of North America 

Thepo^ond*“*> 400 ' 000| ° 00 ' 

U10S. 000,000 and <01 over tn miles. 

Tie square “ Ue ^ e 6<>5, °°° “ <lU “ e “ Ue * “ ” 

" »5,000 square »Ue. 1. Un , ^ 

miles of useful land used by tiie enur w 

The square miles m u*« 

?». 000.000 «•— mUeB - Original Man Is 23,000,000 

The square miles ol useful land usedliy the Original 

aqpjare miles. toe Colored Man is 6,000,000 

n,e square miles at useful Und used 7 
square xniles* 

There is no birth record * **2d nation d Islam. 

, qbe birth record rf wld other than ISlam Is. 
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^ tn be part d the ^ 

These questions we consider These 

d are read by the ministers at the op« gmdent Enrollment 

MC I - «* jodiridual has completed his St 

are allegedly received alter a« . 


lesson. 


1. 

2 . 

S. 


4 . 

5 . 

6. 

7 . 

8. 

9. 

10 . 
11 . 
12 . 
18 . 
14 . 


yr^ush LeBSonCM 
.. «r F. Mohammed. 

My name is *'• r 

X came to Korth America W «• ’ ^ hundI ed seventy- 

Ms uncle was brought over hereby 

nine years ago. 

*, uncle cannot talh his own landtag- 

know that he Is my n» cle ' 

Because the deni pm ? 

, k. tear now since he Is a mg 
uThv does he tear food. 

¥fny .. Mm to eat the wrong 

Does that have anything ^ 

Tes, sir, that makes him other than 
Ynmt l* his ownsell? 

BunwnseUU a Hideous-oslem. 







u 


Are there any Moslem., other than Bl^teons? 

** lesaard o1 one. 

t have never near 

I beg your p ' „ e there to North America? 

Bow many Moslem Sons ax 

Approximately Three MUUon - Nor th America? 

HO. many Origin* Moslems are there 

A little over seventeen million. d o no t know that 

Did I bear you say some ct the seve 
they are Moslem? 

Yes , sir. .. . anal and dumb. 

1 hardly beUeve that cnless they »e ^ ^ 

were babies. 


Can the devil tool a Moslem? 
Not now a days. 


^ n ° W 1 1" say the devU tooled them three hm-dred seventy 
Do you mean to • 1 

aiae years ago? -*— —a* i 


no you mean to »*•? — 

Pine years ago? , Hon that they receive gold tor their 

their language. 
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91. 

92. 

99. 

94. 

95. 

96. 


Then what happened? 

Well, they wanted to go to their own coentry, hut they co 
swim 9,000 miles. 

Why didn’t their own people come snd get them? 

Because their own people did not know they were here. 
When did their own people find out they were here? 
.Approximately sixty years ago. 
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,.Uon a the student Enrollment and English Lesson 
At the completion - the Stud , Alter 

^ _i - .orWni? on the following ^ 

Cl, the * ttcmber ^ per C cnt correcUy, be 

Seee have been committed to memory one b lttaeb een 

. , minister In the MCt to this connection. It has 

“ r^ttoeun qualifying element to the elevation to the 

^eUr.Utodohhtedt.tmanpMthemhd.ter.^more 

than a few of these questions. 

14 Questions 

_ , ^ tte Keet part o£ the Planet Earth? 
t whv isn’t the devil settled on the hee par 

j. Why wn . Original Black Man and 

among them, J? ve4 f 0r himself every slnce ^® colored Man or 
Caucasian to toe dew. ~ 

the Indian Ocean on tne Dou«t. 

v a j^yc a hard time to civilize the devil 
2 -^hy did Moses or Mossa hav 

2000 B. C. ? oeraon that has 

a Because he mm a savage.Savageneans ^pe^^ Mossa 

^Lnfiwcr. ** , ^ ui m flpu gpd who Ib uvu*d ■ « p mg&ns 

Civilize means toteacn u» 

or the Planet Earth. 

S * MkaVianet Earth? 
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Answer: Because iThfmleUJh^t » 

and knows every squareInch« kwm Colum bus was a half 
pert. He did not u ,outheaet Europe. His Ml 

original man and was born in Italy, discovered was North 

name was Christopher Colmnbus,^ the p^ace seventeen 

America. He found me lons here, who we« 
thousand years ago from India. They are u &■ - 

Why did we run Yacob and his m^e devUlrom It 

over the hot desert. Into the cave * H ow ling ago? What did 

Europe? What^.“vmLttadtfllle didheUve andhowlmg 
•STeTiS rJacK *vH of the lorgotten Trines? 

Answer: Because .hey had ^^teo^^^S • 
people telling lies. They “ c “*£ * ,,/Sn orlgtoUblack man, and was 
to light and kill one another. Yac® "JL,, gto do this devWshment. 
the father of the devil. He taughtth eft* Mecca, which means 

^e roS crf civUiaaUon is in ^^^^ gst ftoted. When the 
Sere wisdom and knowledge of toe Desert. We took 

planet was found, we ran toe ^ made him walk every ®tep 

from them everything He went savage and lived 

i c S5.aySSSssaf sr - 

22 * ^*0 U« a• 

thousand nineteen years ago, y* 

Why did we take Jerusalem from the devil? Ho. long ago? 

Answer: Because one htoname toshield Us 

£££SSJTSTtt’SSSd ChrUtUUty, also to deceive the people 












o 
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,. T 1fl i tparhine wftft not Christianity* it 
00 they will believe in Mm* Jerusalem is in South Europe* 

seven hundred fifty years aga 

Why does the devil call our people Africans? 

Answer: To make our people of No ^^*^ C e y^| V w?areiJl 

people on that continent are the *£][ theJunSe^ that continent, the 

savage. He bought a ^8 ^ift^toeyare the ones who 
• original people live on this continent ana u«y ^ ^ 

strayed away Asia^ut the devUs call it Africa, 

?„ rl £Wd e e us to this* we all are diflerent. 

Why does the devil keep our people illiterate? 

. .a Mr « tool and also a Slavs. He 

fiE&MSS £ - »»«« them. imUrate 

means ignorant. 

Why does the devil keep our people apart, from Ms social eqoallty? 

Answer: Because he ^e. oot w^^M taow tow lUtty^la^ 

and all his affairs, he is soc ialis t means to advocate. A 

we will run him ^ ron V®^ J ' # or ^ common cause. Equality 

££Jft?bStUoto everything. 

Why doe. 

years before he can rrntvArae? And he must add a swardv 

STtte^ ot theHrty »d Greatest Universal Flag o£ Islam? 

Answer: So that ^ has devoted 

tSrtyUv^or /iit^yearVtrying to Uarn and do like the original -■ 

im 








o 


_ nt » «& would not MU him 

He could come ^^SuSSSb» ***£ jjj SLJfrSwrtf 

five to fifty years, « ,dd the sword on toe UPP? Urinal 

The swora is a» *“» Thus. It waB P“ B ®i J rLni keen In mind, 

Moon , 

would be taken all by the swor i Univer8e is eyer^go ^ made 

^^ a st^e! n ^They —• 

sttSRfts®- 

s^ErrSS^- 11 - 

a Moslem receive y V* . d ^ will not keep 

Answer; Because he Is one h ^ r8 * y fsnd«U«»| *„* reform 

S5 &S?ti * *SSSHSTS? Vj ,ree *‘“ porto 

18 » button to wearontte ^ brother Mo hamtne<l. 

to the Holy city Regardless o! 

Have not you learned that your word shall 

Wh ° m ** My word Is bond and bond ts lUe and I will glte my 

Sor^-rd shall tail. 


18 0,8 roe!m, ” g 01 F j °' ” aame given to the military traln- 

* North 










IS. 


What is the meaning of Lieutenant and Captain? 


14. 


Answer: Captain and Lieutenant. The duty of captain is to 
orders to the lieutenant and the lieutenant’s duty is to teach 
private soldier and also train them. 


give 

the 


What is the meaning of M. G. T. and G. C. C. ? 


Answer: Moslem Girls’ Training and General Civilization Class. 

This was the name given to the training of women and gjrls 
North America how to keep house, how to rear their 
to take care of their husband, sew, cook, and in general how to act 
at home and abroad. These training units were named by our prophet 
and leader of Islam, W. D. Fard. 

i 

Set forth below are two lists, entitled ’’Actual Facts” and 


’•Facts,” which are part of the teachings of the Cult It has been stated 

that the purpose of these so-called ’’Facts” is to impress the members 
and potential members of the Cult with the supreme wisdom of their teacher, 
and the great knowledge they can obtain by being members of the MCI and 


following the teachings of Elijah Mohammed. 


Actual Facts 

1 The Original Man's brain weighs 7 1/2 ounces, 1 1/2 ounce rythym . 

The Colored Man’s brain weighs 6 1/2 ounces. 

2 Over 6,000 years ago Yacob grafted the colored man from the 

Original Man. it took him 600 years to complete this Job. 600 

years of birth control* 

3. Weight of the Planet Earth is 66 sex trillion tons. 

4. European-Caucasian Cave Man—(Nordic) 
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Mussa (Moses) tried to civilise the Nordic Beast 4,000 years ago 
In the caves of Europe, (year 11,000) 

Jesus Justice came 2,000 years J^monthfof December. 

to «• “ 0,,th 01 December; 

25th day. 


Facts 

All Prophets are black, never before In any history has there ever 
been a white or Caucasian prophet. 

Jonah dwelled In the belly of the whale tor three days and nights. 

It stayed dark from 6 to 9 hours. 

Jesus body is guarded by 10,000 Muslims by day and 10,000 by night, 
tody 1liEta the Temple of Omar in Jerusalem. 

Remember the Crusades? 

The white devil tries unsuccessfully to take the body of our brother 
Jesus, by laying siege to Jerusalem. 

(Esau Yusef-^ Jesus) 

their beginning in Mecca# 

the religion of a skunk. (HALLA -ALLAH) 

&SSsur 

Gai but me, for there is no saviour beside me. 

- 82 - 







Where is Egypt? In the far east. 

What is Egypt's principal religion? Islam 

Our foreparents were brought over here byfrom the 
of 1555. the Bible knowledge of self 

** “ we were 

brought here in the year 1555 and this is 1953, 

- 1953 

- 1555 


* 398 years 

Baal rode the Jackass Staleusthre?Ucks then the ass 

Baal became frightened and 

got down off the ass* 

Islam has 1,296 short cuts in mathematics. 

Water Weights 

One pint of water weighs 1 lb. 

One gallon of water weighs 8 lbs. 
rw ruble foot of water weighs 62 1/2 lbs. 


How to eat and live 

24 hours.150 years 

48 hours.300 y ear8 

72 hours.*50 years 

4 days. 600 years 

7 days.1,050 years 

Methuselah lived to be 960 years old, 


ate once every seven days. 


English originated in l® 82 * 
Christianity originated in l&zz. 
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The Wilderness will burn lor 300 jeers, end wiU be 700 years 
cooling off. 

Sound travel, at the rate M £?£■* 

"systSyJ 1S2* - * buu ° n miie8 per eecon 

The monkey Is 4, 500,000 years old. 

The bog is 5,091 years old. 

The Original Man has 14,000,000 brain cells. 

One oi our brothers irom Asia came to Detroit and outran a street 
car by 20 miles* 

* 

M oon History . 

-- * I- u u t Thanks be to Allah, tha 

^r«^"wi'thout it. 

The atmosphere's diameter is 76 <«lnUlUon miles 

The atmosphere’s weight is 11 */» 4— pounds. 1/3 * 
that is the atoms. 



Distance from sun 


Mercury 36,000,000 

SET m . 000 - 000 


Diameter 

3,000 

7,000 


Rotation 

88 days 
222 days 
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Earth 

Mars 

Jupiter 

Saturn 

Uranius 

Neptune 

Platoon 

Moon 


03,000,000 
141,500,000 
438,000,000 
886,000,000 
1,782,000,000 
2,793,000,000 
4,500,000,000 
•92,964,000 


7,926 
4,200 
88,700 
75,100 
30,900 
3,300 
67,000 
21,600 


865 1/2 days 
552 days 
1 year, 9 months 
29 1/2 years 
84 years 
165 years 
345 years 


2,000 years Yacob's Civilization 
2.000 years Mossa’s Civilization 
2 000 years Esau's Civilization 
years devil’s civilization 

8,400 Yacob was born 

S$5 years'and 6?000 years is. 15,000 years 

15,000 years. Saviour. Master W. D. Fard Mohammed. 

360 years literal years. 

Leviticus 26th Chapter, 18th verse, reference seven times to be 
punished. 

2,520 literal days. 

606 B. C. Devil began to rule. 

(1,914) IB* 4 his time wafl up * 

WS^ttVd’SSend and since then the devil Is being destroyed 
wholesale. 

you will also find that 1936 was the squares! ever; 
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urth records 

feme 


acob 

!osa 

:sau 

limrod 

Mohammed 

Napoleon 

Columbus 


Born 

8,400 
1,450 
13,000 
3 ,012 B. C. 
1,386 
1,769 
1,446 


8,550 

1,571 

About April 26 

1,448 

1,821 

1,506 


Age 

150 years 
121 years 

62 years 
52 years 
60 years 


rr 

he Savior was born Febr^. lB^, at the Hoi, Cit, Mecca. 

e arrived in America July «n, j. 

on miles 1 448 while living he killed 

SelecUonsJrwma_P'*li22li^^^— 

Selections from: 

This book teaches the Lost Found 

P5E52S&S* 

^e"« f o^b, our saviour 
W. D. Fard. 

By Prophet W. D. Fard 
Problems 

i of Mr W. D. Fard lived in the Ws pulse 

X. toe lived other than his own self, th^ jn {orty .five 

SSK *— *•* ta forty ‘ five ,e “ 











u 


o 


i. 


tKsrss^— 

feet contain? 


7. 


ieev w**-— - 

^Sssis® ssgSSE ^ 

' ?£;„ t0 taow how 

Atom Weight? 

KpS.^ works ThU problem 

F “ (Qualified Moslems. ^oole- 

w i^rt?o» ta «5]w^*S^ lne 

theS ^ d th^«tt«omeSs peiday. Jg*^J5SK»i, 
SL 1 ?^ ounces of bread, ten and ^e-elghth ounces ^ 

84461 <i onp-third ounces of rice, to profession and other 

three and tg known to the Medi men tal power. One- 

other meal helper. i” , on animal sounds the men«uv« ^ 
vise Moslem Sons, tha P° ten ounces of poison ani* ^ n 

sixtieth of an ounce per every ten o ^ ounccs brain, then 

» 5—srst*■swss^®{?S5S f -^ 

^SSSS---" 

- 87 * 


9. 










o 


Tire Muslim fighting SONG 


•WE ARE FIQHTTKG FOR ISLAM 


We are fighting %™“iXl«r^ Sg^ ^ 

~3SHs»«sSr‘-' 


(Chorus) 


Fight O ye Muslims, Fight ‘“your®™; 

Fight O ye Muslims, and we will * 

Fi^t O ye Muslims, fight ior your own. 

2 . 

Freedom, Justice, Equality, we ££ jrom our own, 

Four-Hundred years to Mave by OiefvU^l 

So let us rise, ye Muslims, Fignt xux 


(Repeat Chorus) 


The Earth belongs to the righteo- FighUor your own; 
Slab, Eavetoyou^dlloraNattouM, Urn 
Sun, the Moon, the Stars. The best °x 

Creations, he has given to Firfitfor your own. 

So let us rise ye Muslims, Fight tor your 


(Repeat Chorus) 
(Repeat last verse softly) 
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PREFACE 
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This is the study of a fanatical, all-Negro cult in the Ifcited States 
which is based on a distorted interpretation of the religious principles of 
Islam and is motivated by hatred of the white race. At various times, it 

has been known as the Muslim Cult of Islam and the Allah Temple of Islam 
and since December, 1956, has been described, on a national basis, as the 
Nation of Islam (NOI). individual temples of the cult generally have been 
called Muhammad's Temples of Islam (MTI). 

Within the past year, considerable publicity has been afforded 
the Nation of Islam. The writings of its leader, the so-called "Messenger of 
Allah," Elijah Muhammad, have appeared is columns and articles in Negro 


newspapers; various cult leaders have made television appearances; members 


of the cult have become involved in incidents with police authorities; ami 


several articles about the cult have appeared in nationally known and widely 
distributed news magazines. 


As a result of this publicity, & confused picture of the cult ha & 

been presented to the public. Reports of the many contradictory statements 

made both by NOI leaders and by unenlightened writers concerning the number 

of followers, the violent teachings of the ministers, and th* re’Wn., 9 

of the cult make the current study of this amazing cult very timely. 










* 'jjf* Recent, published estimates of the number of members la the Nation 

3fr ? 7' . ■ . ‘ ; 

of Islam vary from 70,000 to more than 250,000. While these es tim a t es are 
excessive, this study wiU reveal that more Important than the actual number of 
members is the ever-present threat of violent action initiated by the members. 

The teachings of Muhammad and his ministers are ambivalent in 

\ 

nature. On one hand, they teach the followers doctrines which inflame and 
incite hatred of the white race and, on the other hand, they restrain and repres. 
them into doing nothing to violate the laws of the United States Government. 
Contradictory teachings of this kind produce frustrations, and frustrations very 
easily can express themselves in acts of violence. 

Material utilized in this study has been compiled from both public anc 
confidential sources. The public sources are identified by footnotes, while the 
confidential sources have been retained by this Bureau. No attempt has buen 
made to correct or point out errors in grammar, spelling, punctuation, et cate: 
which appear in cult material that has been quoted. 
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 


A. Summary 


The fanatical all-Negro cult, now called the Nation of Islam, 
originated in Detroit, Michigan, in the early 1930’s as the result of the 
preachings of one W. D. Fard who claimed he was "the Supreme Ruler of 
the Universe, " In reality, he was an ex-convict who had served a three- 
year sentence at San Quentin Penitentiary for a drug violation. In the 
Spring of 1933, after the arrest of one of his followers who had murdered 
a man in a human sacrifice, Fard was ordered out of Detroit and has since 
completely disappeared, Fard's leadership of the cult was taken over by a 
Georgia-born Negro named Elijah Poole. Poole began calling himself 
Elijah Muhammad and explained to cult followers that Fard had been Allah 
himself and had appointed him the "Messenger of Allah " to lead "the 
so-called Negroes in the wilderness of North America" out of the slavery 
imposed on them by the white race. 


Under Elijah 


mmaa. 



moved to Chicago. From there, It has grown throughout the United States 
into an organisation having 30 numerically designated temples and 

numerous other groups of cult members who hold regular meetings, Celt 
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■timbers sre rigidly disciplined end well-organized followers of Mohammed. 
They ere generally uneducated Negroes whom Muhammad and his ministers, 
through their violent teachings, keep in a confused mental state of readiness 
for the "War of Armageddon," which Muhammad says is coming soon and 
through which he says they will go forward and destroy the white race to avenge 
the Injustices they feel they now suffer. 

Within each of Muhammad's Temples of Islam, the male members 
are segregated into an organization called the Fruit of Islam, and the female 
members. Into a group called the Muslim Girls Training. Each group is 
organized along military lines under the leadership of a captain and several 
lieutenants, who maintain strict discipline at all times. 

The Nation of Islam conducts two so-called universities, one at Deti 
and the other at Chicago. These schools are attended by children from the 
of four up to their late teens. Bach temple also conducts several business 
enterprises and encourages its members to patronize only these businesses. 
Recently, increased emphasis is being placed on the esg&nsion of the businccs 
enterprises of cult members in their respective cities. 
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Dvinf February of each year, the members gather aft the x % 

'+. ' **£ 

national headquarters in Chicago for a convention. At this meeting and 

•a** - ■ ■ ■>* 

other meetings, rallies, and bazaars sponsored by the various temples 
throughout the country, Muhammad and his ministers give long; 
vindictive speeches against the white race and the Federal Government. 
These many gatherings are used as a means of both spreading the message 
of Muhammad and collecting donations from Negroes who attend. The 
Nation of Islam further publicizes its activities and teachings through 
Negro newspapers and its own publications. 

Recently, prison Inmates claiming to be followers of Muhammad 
have caused trouble within several penal institutions. Other members of 
the Nation of Islam have been involved In incidents with local law 
enforcement officers in some of the larger cities. Muhammad and his 
ministers take pride in the fearless nature of the members involved in 
these incidents and make constant reference to them in their speeches and 
writings. 


Although Muhammad claims to be an adherent of the religion 

of Islam, the doctrines taught by him emphasize violent hatred of 
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tlM white race. Muhammad preaches that the so-called Negroes miis| be t4 
awakened; shown how they have been enslaved by their enemy, the "*Mte 
derlf”; and unified under his leadership. Thus, he says, they can gain 
economic independence and be able to demand land of their own from the 
United States Government. He claims that the Christian religion is a hoax 
and a tool of the white race to enslave the Negro but that soon the white race, 
the Government, and all Negroes who do not accept his teachings will be 
destroyed by Allah in the "War of Armageddon." 


B. Conclusions 

1 The Nation of Islam, an all-Negro organization purporting adherence 
' to the religious principles of Islam as Interpreted by 

is ostensibly dedicated to the spiritual and * e!r " ' 

however constant emphasis on the vindictive doctrines of the cult 
results in the propagation of hatred of the white race. 

2 Elijah Muhammad, through his preachings of superiority of tte ’black 
San” and Ms demands for complete independence from the ^te race, 
has furnished many dlssatisfled Negroes with s mw pride and 

in life through the militant and arrogant black unity within the Nation of 

Islam. 

« Arjranizationaiw, the Nation of Islam is a group of semi autonomous 
temples made up of Negroes bound together in a common resentment 

of the white race by the teachicgs of Elijah Muhammad as convened 

by his dedicated ministers. 
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Tbs Nation of Islam Is strongest In the Urge cities where great masses 
of Negroes live un'ler very trying conditions. Followers of Muhammad, 
demonstrating fearless and outspoken antiwhite, anti-Christian attitudes, 
are bound to impress other Negroes living in these areas. Therefore, 
as long as racial inequity continues, the militant and arrogant manner 
of cult members remains a potential threat of violent action. 
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L BACKGROUND AND ORIGIN* 
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Around the time of the first World War, the Negroes in the 
fiEootbem States became attracted to the northern industrial cities, such as 
Detroit, Pittsburgh, and Chicago. They believed implicitly that the North, 
unlike the South, presented rare opportunities to improve the economic and 
cultural standards erf the Negro. As a result of the prevalent illiteracy among 
these people and the large numbers of them who immigrated to the North, 
possibilities for employment diminished. The depression period completely 
dispelled the rest of their hopes and reduced greatly their living standards. 
During these years, many militant and cultist groups arose which reflected 
the Negroes' intense desire for racial improvement and recognition and 
which baaed the position of the Negro in American society on the treatment 
afforded him by the white people. 

One of the more violent and enduring of these groups was the 
Nation of Islam (NOI), known at various times aa Allah’s Temple of Islam, 

f the Muslim Cult of IsLara, 

A. W. D. Fard 

Is 1830 , there appeared on the streets of Detroit a Negro peddler 


* Some of the material concerning the origin of the NOI has been taken from 

which appeared to The Ato“l“”o^Sl 
offlociology , Vol. XLm, No. 6, May, 1938. 
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'M*~. A» be contacted hi* fellow Negroes in the Mmwood dl»trirt 
W*. be convinced them of hi. minUterUi MUIm. Soon Informal bO»e 
meeting, were being held under the guidance ol the peddle, known vnriou.ll 
„W. D. Fard, Prophet W. D. Fard, W. D. Foard, Mr. WaliFnmd, 

Professor Ford, Mr. Farrad Mohammed, and Mr. F. Mohammed Ail. To 
Uw enlorcement authorities, he wae known a. Wailac. Don Fard, FBI * 5 « 0 M. 
tad served a three^year«^tn San Quentin Pentt.ntlarr tor violation 

of a narcotics law. 

Very little at Fard'. background wa» ever authentlcaUy expoMd, 

„ hi. Impressionistic adherent., overawed by the mysterious aura surrounding 

him, began to come forward with controversial Information regarding hi. back- 

, , th _ t he ^ bom in Mecca, tha son of wealthy pamit® erf 

ground. Some asserted that he was uuru ^ 

,, . that he w a B closely related by blood 

the tribe from which Mohammed had co , 

to the dynasty of the Haehlmlte sherlf. of Mecca who became king, of the H.Jaa; 

that he was educated at a college in England In preparation for a diplomatic 


career, but that & 
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slavery In "the wilderness of North America." 


Gradually there began to seep 


| n t£3 ibe minds of Ms followers the idea 


race ration. Xt appears 


that the surrounding air erf mystery ejected Fard 
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When the number of Fard’s followers Increased to the point where 
private homes were no longer large enough to accommodate all who desired 
to hear his teachings, a temple service was begun. This first temple, 
originated by Fard in Detroit, is still designated as Temple Number 1 of 
the Nation of Islam. 

B. Fard Teaches Violence 

Fard at first utilized the Bible, inasmuch as most of his listeners 
were familiar with its teachings but, as his following increased, he became 
more and more inflammatory in his remarks against the whites and denounced 
the Bible Ln shocking terms. Racial hatred became more pronounced than 
U had been in similar organizations, and it was evident that Fard was actually 
cementing this factor into the foundation of his organization. 

Fard then introduced the Koran as the most authoritative of all 
l0r L(ie study or the no?; faith: however, be claimed to bars used or;lv 
the Arabic text, which he translated and explained to his believers. His people, 
therefore, were completely dependent upon his interpretations. 



i^cibiy brought to the attention of the people of Detroit on November 21, 1932, 
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«h*a the newspaper* carried * bloodcurdling story of human sncri*lcs. A 
prominent member of the cult, one Robert Harris, somehow Indnced hip; 
roomer, John J. Smith, to present himself ns n human sacrifice so that he 
might become "the Saviour of the world." At the appointed hour of the 
sacrifice, Harris plunged a knife into Smith’s heart as he lay waiting on the 
improvised altar. When Harris was arrested and subeeijuenUy adjudged insane. 

It became known that several women social workers had been stated as his 

next victims. 

In May of 1933, local authorities ordered Fard to leave Detroit, and 
he has since completely disappeared. However, Fard’s departure failed to bring 
the activities of the cult to a conclusion. 


C. Elijah Muhammad 

Ready, willing, and able to assume leadership of the growing cult 

Elijah Poole, known variously as Gulan Bogans, Golam Bogans, and Mohammed 

~ „ v* wnmn mm ad, the oresenf. national leader 

f ]'».y itiaUQU Gi 1, 

Elijah Poole was born to 1897 near Sandersville, Georgia, one o t 

13 children of Wall and Marie Pool©, whose parents had been stoves of a 
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Michigan, where be was employed in several manufacturing plants. During 


these lean years, Elijah Poole met W. D. Fard, who acquainted him with the 
tenets of the cult, and who, according to Poole, personally took him "out of 
the gutter in the streets of Detroit and taught him In three and one-half years 
the knowledge of Islam. ” 

After Fard left Detroit, Poole referred to himself as Elijah 
Mohammad. He explained to his followers the disappearance of Fard and 

the change in cult leadership as follows: Fard was in reality Allah himself, 

who left Detroit to travel to Mecca, leaving the cult in the capable hands 
of his apostle, Elijah Muhammad, the ’’Messenger of Allah. M 

Elijah Mu ham mad thereafter taught in Detroit until September, 1934, 
when, because of local pressure, he moved to Chicago. In Chicago, he 
established another temple of the cult, which remains the national headquarters 
of the NCH and is designated as Temple Number 2. 

From Chicago, the NO! has fanned Its odious doctrines across 
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1L ORGANIZATION 


JL if»Kamma<rg Temples of Islam ggy . 

■1* , 

During the period 1934 tol955, this cult increased the number of its 


temples In the United States from two to 13. In the past five years, this number 


' has grown to 30, not counting numerous undesignated groups of Negroes who 


regularly meet and study the teachings of the "Messenger." 

No explanation has been given for Elijah Muhammad's numbering of the 
temples. Some temples are numbered; others are not. When a temple becomes 
defynct, its number is usually reassigned to a new group. Temple Number 1 is 
in Detroit. Temple Number 2 is in Chicago. The rest, through Number SO, are 
spread throughout many areas of this country. Not all of these are vibrant centers 
of cult activity. Of the 30 numerically designated temples, seven have fewer than 
SO active members. One has no members at all. 


Actually, the most active temples are located in the following cities: 


Chicago, Washington, D. C., Los Angeles, Detroit, New York City, Boston, 
Philadelphia, Cleveland, Milwaukee, and Baltimore. 


i-ha rvr nxy.o of the 



* In March 
Individ uni I 


end of July, no official changes were noted at Temple Number 2 or any other tempi* 
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© NUMBERED TEMPLES 


OTHER TEMP1.ES OR ACTIVE GROUPS 







i 

i 


1 Detroit, *€ch. 

2 CHICAGO, ILL. 

3 IWLWAUKEE, VnS. 

4 WASHINGTON, 0. C. 
f ONQNUTI, 0f#0 

« BALTIMORE, MD* 

7 mw YORK, N, Y. 
g SAN DIEGO, CALIF. 

§ YC^SSTOWN, OHIO 
10 ATU?ITIC C?TV t N.J. 
i: iv::0YGN t maps. 
i;: 8*» iiLAD£LPK r A, FA . 

NGF1EL0, B-L, 

Hartford, conn, 

ATLANTA, OA. 

LANSING, fcSCH. 
jmjrr, ill, 

curve land, c^m 


BIRMINGHAM, ALA, 

TUSCALOOSA, ALA. 

BAKERSFIELD, CAUF. 

LONG BEACH, CALIF. 

LOS ANGELES (EAST 51 DC), CAUF. 

RIVERSIDE, CAUF, 

SAH BERNARDINO, CALIF, 

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 

JACKSONVILLE, FLA. 

LAST CMICA--IKY | 

I NO. j 

SOUTH BEND, lNO. 

NEW ORLEANS, LA. 
rUNT, MICH. 

GRAND RAPIDS, MICH. j 

PONTIAC, Me CM. 

SAGINAW, MICH. 


ctty, h.j. 

RTTSSimCH, FA. 

BUFFALO, R.Y. 
MCHMOND, VA* 
NEWARK, NrJ. 
OAKLAND, CAUF. 

LOS ANCC n t CAUF. 
SAINT U 0 IM t M 0 » 
MUM, FLA* 

KANSAS OTV 9 MD. 


DURHAM, N.C. 
CHESTER, PA. 

PROVIDENCE, R.l. 
ORANGEBURG, S.C. 
DALLAS, TEX. 
FORT WORTH, TEX. 
NORFOLK* VA. 
BELOIT, WIS, 




„ TV'iiv*** *v*' ' * 
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B. Membership 


* < . * 

As mentioned in the Preface, public estimates of total membership ^ 



in the NOI have been excessive, ranging between 70,000 and 250,000 members 


The secret nature of the cult makes an accurate estimate very difficult. Many 
casual visitors attend various cult gatherings out of curiosity; others attend 
rallies and only a few meetings. However, persona considered to be member© 
are those individuals who have attended regular meetings, written their letters 
of application to the ’Messenger of Allah," answered the required questions, 
gives up their "slave" names, and received their "original” X names. These 
procedures will be discussed more fully later In this study. 


Sven the leaders of the NOI itself would have difficulty in 


ascertaining accurate membership figures at any given time because of the 
rag** t ant turnover of the membership. Between many of the individual temples 
sad the Chicago headquarters, there is a lack of close communication. 

The ministers of the individual temples are in complete control of the members 
witMn their own temples. They suspend or expel members for numerous 
rer.-50-JB and, m long as these members do not formra-d 

to Elijah Muhammad and as long as the required monetary contributions from 

ths temples are forwarded to Chicago, the national headquarters or orb: L'dlo 

Therefore, changes in the number of active members are not readily apparent. 
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Another reason for the difficulty In assessing true membership Is' 
described by a source who said that many Individuals Join the movement to 
play safe and be on the books Just In case that portion of the NOI teac hings 
prove true—about the 'War of Armageddon, * when Allah is going to destroy 

North America and all white mankind together with all black men who are net 
followers of Elijah Muhammad. Upon receiving their X names, these members 


thereupon become inactive." 



C. Officials 

Elijah Muhammad (Elijah Poole) is the absolute leader of the NOI 
and so-called "Messenger of Allah." He is described by his followers and 
his press as "the bravest and boldest black m a n In America." While 
speaking before the 1960 NOI convention, he himself bragged: "I am not 
trembling. I am the man. I am the messenger. You should be glad to 
know God has raised up one In your midst who has that kind of nerve. 


Eaweve?r he fej not -bmr- boon bo "brave, " for. nm>Pt©d for edition 

in 1942, he was located at kin mother’s nome muiuB - ••••' ••• • 


bed wrapped in a carpet. 


















r 1 Ell>ah Muhammad# th# »a-call#d *Mtsssngtr of Allah* and absolute 

l#adsr of ths Nation of Islam 
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At right: 

Raymond Sharrieff, 
Supreme Captain of FOI 


Below: 

Malcolm X Little, 

Minister of 

New York City temple, and 
Elijah Muhammad 
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Raymond Sharrleff Is the Supreme Captain of the Fruit of bUa 
(ici) ud ra-lB-lair of Elijah Muhammad. Sharrleff la a vary forceful 
and domineering leader much feared by members of the NOI. 

Wallace D. Mohammad is a son of Elijah Muhammad and 
travels extensively throughout the United States in furtherance of NOI 
activities. Wallace has been considered by many to be the heir apparent 


to succeed Elijah Muhammad. Wallace has been "free on bond pending 
appeal* a three-year prison sentence he received In April, I960, for 
filing to report for civilian duty at a state hospital as ordered by his 


draft board. 



Malcolm X Little is the Minister of MTI Number 7, New York, 
and acts as liaison man for Elijah Muhammad. He also travels 
ntenatvely oo NOI business. Many member* leel that Malcolm X 1* 

•ta eager bearer" who la striving to promote himself Into the number 
one position In the NOI. From 194® to 1953, he was Imprisoned at a 
Massachusetts State prison on a breaking and entering conviction. Prior 


to this sentence, 


be had been a confirmed user of marijuana. If^BTMIlWfiS 


Herbert 1* a son of Elijah Muhammad and has been 


(kwlrasied pm Public Eolations Director 


of the NOI. 


y-r 

Ac 


rbert accompanied 


{other on his recent trip to the Middle East. 
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Akbar Muh a mm ad i> a aoa of XUJah Muhammad and acta aa Secret&r; 
of im Number 2. Akbar also accompanied hie father on the recent trip. 

XUJah Mu h a mm ad, Jr. , la a son of XUJah Muhammad and la 
Assistant to the Supreme Captain of the FOI and Captain of FOI in MTI Number 
X can be seen that the family of the "Messenger of Allah" is well 
represented in the hierarchy of the NOI. 

The number of local officers in each temple varies according to the 
size of the temple. Each of the ministers is supposedly appointed by XUJah 
Mu h a mm ad. The minister is responsible for the functioning oif his respective 
temple and within this temple is in complete control. According to the size of 
the individual temple, the minister designates assistant ministers, secretaries 
and investigators. Each temple also has a Captain of the FOI and the Mmlim 
Girls Trai nin g (MGT), and each has as many lieutenants and secretaries as axe 
needed for the particular temple. 

D. Fruit of Islam (FOI) 

The Fruit of Islam is composed of the male members within the Nmtic 
of Islam. Each temple has its FOI unit, which is under the leadership of a capt 
The captain is assisted by as many lieutenants, secretaries, drill masters, anc 

other officers as are necessary for the particular temple. Strict discipline is 
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f 4 TU main fraction* of the FOI are to protect NOI official* and 
property, toassure compliance of member* with NOI teaching*, and to 
prepare for the "War of Armageddon. "* Recently, there ha* been an 


Increased emphasl* on physical training and judo practice In numerou* . 
temples. A source ha* advised that the so-called Judo practice was merely a 
way of showing the men how to use foul play. One FOi captain told hi* 
member* they were not taking physical training Jut for fun but reminded 
them that they were soldier*. He *aid they should not expect the country 
to surrender to the Muslims without a fight He said there would be much 
-•head cracking before it is over." A Judo instructor In another temple recently 
toonstrated two "arm locks" stating "this is how to break the white devil’s 



The FOI in some of the larger temples is divided into age groups. 
jar instance, FOI members up to 1« years are in one group; those 16 to 
31 are i* another group; and those over 35, in still another. Some smaller 

temples have only two groups, while some include all is one group. 

j, Girls Training (MGT) 

Muslim Oris Training is the organization composed of the female 

within each temple of the NOL B is the female counterpart of the 

















4g| 

FOI and is similarly organized. MGT members receive instructions in bornemai 
hygiene, calisthenics, •’Muslim history, *» and "English language. ** 

r- . 

Each MGT member is supposedly bound by the following prohibitions 
under the "Rules or Laws of Islam": 

w Do not use lipstick or makeup 

Do not wear hair up unless wearing long dress 

Do not smoke or drink 

Do not commit adultery 

Do not use pork in any form 

Do not cook in aluminum utensils 

Do not wear heels over 11/2" 

Do not dance with anyon^wgjrt^n^^^rttod" 

Many temples also have a Junior MGT, which is composed of the fema 
members of the temple between 15 and 19 years of age. Prior to 1957, these 
younger female members of the cult were embodied in a separate group called th 
General Civilization Class (GCC). 


P. University of Islam 

The cult presently operates two schools for the children of its follows: 

Although the schools are named the University of Islam Number l in Detroit and 


University of Islam Number 2 in Chic&j 




atU=iI--? children from ion 


years of age up to their late teens. Approximately 100 students attend the Detroi 
school, and about 300 attend the Chicago school. 
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University of Islam Number 2, Chicago, Is adjacent to the temple 



Typical students of University of Islam 
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The Detroit school, over the years, has had considerable 



difficulties with local authorities. In 1934, the Detroit Board of Education 


... - fry . * 

noted that children of certain Negro families were being withdrawn from 
the public schools. An investigation which was Instituted by the Board 
revealed that the families involved were members of this cult and that 


the children missing from the schools were attending the University of 


Islam, a school which had been established by the cult. An immediate 

jmmfnflHnn of the school was made, and it revealed that the "curriculum, 

the tftflrhing staff, and the equipment were entirely inadequate to afford 

. ■ 

even the most rudimentary education for the colored children who were 
attending. Not only was the school inadequate, but the subject matter 
which w as taught appeared to be of a fantastic nature quite outside the 
realities of life. ” Attempts which were made to close the school by the 
enforcement of the school attendance laws resulted in strengthening the 
resistance of the cult, causing it and the school to operate in secrecy. A 
ftna.1 decision of the Board resolved to refrain from rigid enforcement of 
the attendance laws and to assist "in adjusting the underlying economic 
and social problems of other Negro families of the same class in order that 
the movement may not spread; and to ignore temporarily the irritating 


I "j^uptiousness T of tMr pa 























'H , Tht most recent difficulty occurred in August, 195#, when the 
Detroit school vu ordered closed by the loctl Department of Buildings end • 
Safety Engineering. City officials advised there was a definite fire hazard, 
as all classes had been taught In one dimly lighted room which had inadequate 
exits. The cult never had obtained a permit to operate the tailding as a 
school. 

The Detroit school, however, is again operating. It is located in 
a different building which was contracted for by the cult supposedly on money 
advanced by Elijah Muhammad. In December, 1959, an inspection of the 
school, by state and school board officials, determined that the minimum state 
requirements weie being met. 

Children of NOI members are expected to attend the cult schools 
instead cf the "devils'" or white men’s schools. A tuition plan Is in effect 
at the University of Islam Number S. For each family sending children to the 
school, the weekly fee is one dollar for the first child and 50 cents each for the 
second, third, and fourth child. All other children from the same family 
attend free. There is an additional fee for those children using the bus operated 
by the cult to transport students to the school. 

Recent pamphlets indued by tb® cult reveal that Elijah Muhammad 
that iha education col ixxdrim: of tbs cMl&rsa mmi mi bo tbrBsd 
to the "three R T s. " He constantly teaches that "the so-called Negro, who bm 
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been tbe Tictim of centuries of mU-education, needs to be re-educated 
to Us rightful place la the sun as a Black Man."* Therefore, tha 
curri cu la of tbe Universities also include such subjects as the history of „ 
the Black Nation, the civilizations of man, knowledge of the universe, 
the sciences." Some subjects, as listed in a cult pamphlet for 
the benefit of "advanced students," are startling to nonmembers. Far 
example, "Ending the Spook Civilization, " ’The Historical Display of 
Spook Civilization for 6000 Years, " and "Chronological History from 
13,000 B. C. to 1963."** Other examples of the "scientific" subject 
matter foug ht in the cult can be found In the Append! ces. 

In a television Interview during the past year, the minister of 
t frv {few York temple described how children of cult members were taught 
hatred of the white people. This minister said, 'You can go to any small 
'Muslim' child and ask him where is hell or who Is the devil and he wouldn’t 
tall you that hell is down in the ground or that the devil is something 
invisible that you can’t see. He'll tell you hell is right where he has been 
rating it and he'll tell you the one who Is responsible for him having 
received this hell ts^^^^nb^I^Mdevil is the white man to members 
of the cult. This is the type of education which the children of cult 
members are subjected to in NOI schools. 

* Annual Convention brochure, The University ui ~- a * 

(undated) , , . . . . 

♦♦ Islam on the March, 16-page NOI pamphlet (no publisher or date shown) 
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b addition to the two universities of th» colt, some of the larger 

* - ■» 

temples also conduct adult education programs. During the Spring of 1959, 

"the New York temple adult education program listed course* In the following 
penmanship, proper food preparation, spelling, learning and improving 
reading, great Black Man’s history, physics without mathematics, and so 

forth. 

G. Business Enterprises 

Elijah Muhammad preaches that his followers must constantly strive 
for the unification of the so-called Negroes, under his leadership, to achieve 
complete economic independence from the white man. Thus, he has encourage 
them to operate business enterprises and has urged all of his followers to trad 
exclusively at these places of business. Most of the enterprises utilise the 
name of the temple in their titles, for example, Temple Number 2 Restaurant, 
Temple Number 2 Grocery and Market, and so forth. 

As of the Spring of 1960, the business enterprises and property of 
the temple in Chicago included the temple building and school, valued in excesi 
of $250,000; the home of Elijah Muhammad; a bakery; a dress shop, a cleaner 
and laundry; a grocery store; a restaurant; a barber shop; several apartment 
buildings; and a 160-acre farm located in Michigan. Although other tempi* 8 & 

^ c p. T ' v , r f: *•>•* cv-. . V : ”'."' • 1 f; r Tr\ E-LB' 

have businesses which are ope rated for the benefit of the NDL 
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Daring the annual convention of the cult at Chicago in February, 

I960, a special closed meeting was held for leaders from the various 

» 

temples. These leaders were ordered to start their own businesses in 

their respective cities and were advised to contact businessmen In their 

« 

own localities for assistance. Muhammad is currently placing the economic 
Independence of his followers foremost in importance, and he demands that 
all temples Immediately concentrate on establishing businesses of their 









A. 


ITT, CONVENTIONS, BAZAARS, AND "FEASTS" 

Recant Conventions *^^-*.•**,. 

Each year on February 36, and usually tor a day or two before or 

after the 36th, the NOI holds Its annual convention In Chicago. The term 
"convention? when applied to these meetings, is a misnomer. Although many 
members from temples throughout the country attend these conventions, they c 
not act as delegates from their areas; they transact no business and have no re 
Instead, the convention is merely a group of sessions at which the various NO: 
ministers shout their praises for the "Messenger of Allah," Elijah Ma h a mm ac 
One after another, these ministers take the rostrum to eulogise and extol 
Muhammad. In addition, several times during the convention, Muhammad sr 
to deliver long and verbose messages, emphasising mainly hatred for the whi 
race and his claim of the superiority of the "black people." He also uses tbs 
opportunity to repeat his strong pleas for more and greater contributions to tl 
increasing number of projects be constantly proposes In his efforts to build h 
power. 

The most recent convention was held at the Chicago Coliseum Iron 
February 36 to 38, I960. The newspapers which usually carry items on tbs : 
r«tnort®d that tho ’Messenger**" main topic at this convention was to be his 

impressions of Ms recent alleged trip to Mecca. However, little TO ^id o: 

wl*t be saw, other ihaji his claim that he saw a sign outside the city of Mecc 
which warned nonbelievers to enter with the risk of losing their heads. Mail 
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h* tried to impress hi* follower* by describing the warm rec qUoa b* . S ££ 

m . .» - 

ted received from tho*e in authority at every place he vUited. He claimed gv 
ttet be did not have to announce who he was, as they had already heard of 
him and knew all about him; that he was offered a borne In Egypt; and ttet 
he and hi* follower* were welcome there at any time. 

During these conventions, the NOI misses no opportunity to extract 
a pr ofit from members who attend from temples out of the Chicago area. 

During the 1959 convention, visiting members were required to register 
at the University of Islam and to pay a $5.00 registration fee. They were 
required to contribute J5.00 per day to the Housing Committee at the 
University of Islam, which in turn found lodging for the members. They 
ve re expected to attend a bazaar held in connection with the convention, 
were expected to eat their meals at the NOI cafeteria, were expected to 
have their care serviced in the NOI garage and service station, and were 
espected to visit and make purchases at the NOI bakery and grocery. 

B. Bazaars 

In connection with the annual conventions, the Chicago temple 
cf the NOI also holds a bazaar, the I960 one being called the ''Unity 

Bazaar.” Members of the Chicago temple were required to purchase a 

certain number of tickets to the bazaar, which they were expected to resell 
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toll. 00 etch. Each FOI »embar waa required to bay 40 ttekrfa 

JL~«. time, bad to be ,*td tor by the — ~ 

+ 

able to reeell them all. .. ... 

The be*- coneleted ct dleplay. - the vartou. Chicago caU-a-a- 

ta.lnes.ee, a. well a. those of other Chico Negro-operated t»toee.«. W- 

wer e made from the exhibit. of craltworb, torelture, clothto*. 'rf—. tod 

food., With the profits being shared between the exhibitors and the NOI. 

Alter the baxaar, it -as revealed that -"member exhibitor. comp 

that even though they had rented space tor their exhibits, they tod their help- 

vere required to pay the ,1.00 admission charge to enter the btoto, TU ca« 

refused to .lot space to toy company in which white people were employ-. * 

record shop that had rented space was allow- to sell only record, of Hegro art! 

Throughout the year, other temple, often hold bettor, to Umir own 

ri raisins additional money for the HOI. 
localities a. a mean, ot raising 


annual "leasts" or rallies which 


are 


q Ralilg* 

Many of the larger NOI temple, hold 

tots— hy member, from the eurrmmdtn, tempi-. Elijah Muhammad ep 
to many cd th«. "to-to"; howevto, when he to unable to appear, hi. place to b 

W M txto sons or one of the more prominent ministers. Two ol the moet 
publicit— •fea.u- during the year »5» to- place in Washington. ». C. . 


Hew York City. 
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for a so-called "Spiritual Feast" at UUne Arena In Washington, D. C. Among 


those In at tendance were ministers and captains representing *5 NOI temples, 
Automobile* and more than 30 chartered buses were used to transport 
members from Boston, Newark, New York, Norfolk, the Carolines, and 
other areas. Elijah Muhammad spoke for over three hours in his usual 
▼ideal, antiwhite manner. He called for complete segregation of the white 
% and black races and reiterated his desire that the Federal Government 
furnish the Nation of I slam several states in order that it could set up its 

1 

j own nation. Upon completion of the service at Uline Arena, approximately 
2,000 of the members moved to a rented hall, where they partook of a 
cafeteria-type meal. 

A rally which was held at St. Nicholas Arena in New York City on 
J htj It completely filled the arena and forced many of the estimated 9,000 
I j to 10,000 persons attending the affair to stand on the streets oikside the arena. 

j Elijah Muhammad declared he was anxious to speak o\A in defense of the NOI 

V\- in order to counteract the charges made earlier in the month on a New York 

• t 

television show which charged him with preaching hate. M o h a mm ad claimed 

bs was not preaching hat# but was telling the truth to his followers when he 



•Newspapers which normally carry NOI news erroneously claim the attendance 
was 10,000 persons. 
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All of the conventions, teutri, rallies, and "feast** art utilised 

*' -j*r; 

by M uhamma d not only to raiae funds, but also to attract public attention to 
the NOI and to enhance his personal appeal to the uneducated masses of 

Negro people. 

During July, 1900, Muhammad became very much concerned over 
many recent accusations appearing in the public press, both Negro and 
white, stating the NOI was a "Black Ku Klux Klan." In hie attempt to 
placate the press and obtain more "favorable publicity, Muhammad 
announced a new policy of allowing white persons to be admitted to public 

Noi rallies. This new policy, however, still did not permit white persons 

» 

to enter the regular, routine temple meetings. 

The first "open" rally held at the Chicago Coliseum on July M, 
as one member of the press reported, was attended by only "a mers 
handful" of white persons. The following week at New York City, 
Muhammad spoke at another "open" rally which was attended by only 
"about ten" white persons. The apparent fact that Muhammad’s early 
efforts frith his new policy have not measurably improved his popularity 
with the press is shown by one reporter’s concluding statement: "Sensing 
{hat tH p messenger of Allah, who had been speaking for an hour, was just 
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nr. FINANCES AND BUILDING PROGRAM 


A. Fends 

Public statements of NOI officials, as well as Information set forth 
is numerous NOI publications, declare that the funds needed by the Nd to 
mzhitoin the "Messenger,” his family, and the ministers and to rent and 
operate temple properties stem mainly from the contributions of the 
members. These contributions have been augmented by various activities 
of the members to raise additional funds; namely, the sale of newspapers, 
the operation of various business enterprises of the individual temples, 
and numerous bazaars and ”feasts” held by NOI members. 

The collection of members* donations to the numerous funds 
or treasuries at the various temples appears to be one of the most 
important functions of the many meetings which all members are 
required to attend. Considerable time at each meeting Is also taken up 
by the temple officers in their efforts to encourage and stimulate greater 

donations from the members in attendance. 

One leader from ymong the American followers of the orthodox 
T.itwif teachings has revealed that he considers Elijah Muhammad to be 

' nothin mor* feu a confidence man who "preyed upon the emotions ?nd 

pocketbooks (d the noneducated and ignorant Negro people for the financial 


gain of Elijah Muhammad and his henchmen." 
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matter*: 


decent Incident, revert NOl thinking on the Importance offinanclrt 

v* 

• '■ _ *‘>5 

An MGT captrtn was MT ***®rted 
inquisitive .bout where nil cl the money wm» jJjyj eutiln 

to rtt cl the cause. and drive. they w often h^LTO-u^^, 
inquired of EUJrt Muhamnmd u Ito wtatshe “°“ a 
Swsed her to dismiss snyoo^hoaskedtoonmj quemico. 

im Number 5 member, were advised that no_memj*r J?" 

andUmt rtl •*«.. money 

obligations to the temple. 

. to the neat annual conventioi 

WWl* ur * ln « toMthow present that they could 

the Supreme Captain erf the rui j n^tte devil" down If they were 
sacrifice for the tei^le s^ tet tbe^wW^devil teU ^ ^ 

paying for a car orfoMurniture^nai u wjui 
devil" any lie. 


An KX obtain 

heavily to help support the temple 

v « ,rt.v «-nt a letter to all member* of hi* temple’ adria 
A temple miniater *ent a lette and do not be afraid to 

in part: "Work cheerfully, h* v > words it take* bre 

pr,r’-Kice It takes finance to advance, in otne > . . ^ 

__- wonder at the ability of the followers of the "Messenger, 


numerous funds of the temples. Because ot u* ^ 













Uttle is known on these matters. However, the steady growth of the chit 
reveals they have had certain success in obtaining the necessary funds. 

One of the most unusual methods of collecting funds from cult 
members was used in the New York temple during the Summer of 1959. 

At an FOI meeting, the members were weighed, and those considered 
overweight were assessed one penny for each pound they were overweight. 

The names of the funds to which donations are made differ somewhat 
among the various temples. As a result, there is general confusion among 
the members as to the uses of the numerous funds, but the following are 
some of these funds to which members must contribute: 

1. Funds Which Are Sent to National Headquarters 
Number 2 Poor Treasury and the Central Point Fund--These are two 
separate funds to which members of the different temples donate 
varying amounts. The monies are completely under the control of 
Elijah Muhammad to dispose of as he sees fit. 

Savior’s Day Gift Fund--This is an annual fund through which the 
temples rie with each other In trying to rv.hss the largest a.ir crmi 

CO liu blit fcU i-U .L -^* 
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2 . Funds Which Are Kept tor Use at the Local Temples 

The funds collected by the Individual temples vary considerably 
in number and purpose. The following list sets forth some of the 
funds collected for local use: 


Farm Fund 
FOI Treasurer 
FOI Captain Fund 
IIGT Captain Fund 


General Treasury 
Hew Temple Fund 
Minister’s Trip Fund 
Insurance Fund 
Equipment Fund 
Minister’s Treasury 
Temple Rent 
Minister's Rent 


School Fund 
Bus Maintenance 
Summer Canning Fund 


B. Proposed Center in Chicago 


During the February, 1955, NOI Convention at Chicago, Elijah 
Muhammad first publicly announced his plans for the txdlding of an educational, 
industrial, and religious center. The center was to contain a mosque (temple), 
a university, and other buildings of most modern architecture. Muhammad 
said he would need approximately three and one-half million dollars. Be 
included this proposed center as a part of his "Blueprint for the Black men in 
America." 


At the 1959 NOI Convention, Muhammad again made a strong plea 





















h. requested had considerably increaeed. Person. th * 

pamphlets containing a personal -..sag* from Hnhamnmd, «• *“»• 

" ,e are now looking forward to build a Community Cantor. la tto great task 
ot building thin monument forallcdustn America. *0,000,000 is The 

pamphlet described the m»<r>e, education* inrtituU, library. s»d hospital -hid 

,iU to included in the new center, along with restaurant, tod shops. 

Just recently, to article written by Muhammad staled that the tend lor 

the new center ha, no, been purchased. He aUo stated that to* <* the mo~y 

being collected toward the center will to used to purchase farm Mod, 
equipment, tod livestock to further th. economic independence of cult memtor. 

In the Chicago area. 

c . Proposed View Temple Bui^ in f in Washington, P. a 

The Washington, D. C.. temple at th. KOI has purchased land and hn 

bulU up a considerable fund for building a new temple. In April, 19*0, aetoal 

construction began on this tollding, which is expected to cort about *00,000. 
The minister oi MTI Humber 4 ha* aaid thle would to the flxet new temple ewer 

built by the NOI in the United States. All other temple, now in us. are old 

. . . f : jpvr 
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Ute in 1858 that Slij; 

must to paid back; therefore, each member was expected to -ntri^.00 p 

month to repay the loan. 
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v. PUBLICITY and recruitment of members 


t! 


A. Publicity 

Klijah Muhammad has not overlooked the Importance of publicity 

la Us promotion of the NOI. During the Summer of 1957, the NOI formed a 

public Relations Committee. The duties of this committee have been to 

handle press releases, advertising, advice to ministers of local temples, 

and the preparation and distribution of educational material. Many individual 

temples also have their own Public Relations Committees. 

An article in a recent NOI pamphlet, published by the minister of 

the New York temple, contains an article entitled "The Power of the Press... 

The Pen is Mightier Than the Sword!” Excerpts from this article reveal 

the importance being placed upon the Negro press by the NOI: 

"The Pen Is Mightier Than The Sword. The weapon you 
should be able to rely upon most Is the Negro Press. 

Therefore, you would be wise to keep It in good condition: 
strong, well-loaded, independent and ready. ” 


"... The Negro Press is our only medium of voicing the 
true plight of our oppressed people to the world." 














"Examine each of the different ’Negro’ papers, then support 
the one you find to be the most fearless, uncompro mi s in g , sad 
outspoken in behalf of our downtrodden people. ” 


’The Pen Is Mightier Than the Sword. The best way for those 
who are interested in The Messenger’s teachings and his program, 
to keep up to date, and get the best understanding is by subscribing 
to the.. .papers. "* 

The pamphlet from which the above quotation was taken described four 
Negro newspapers which then carried items on the NOI and/or articles written by 
Elijah Muhammad. 

The most prominently mentioned newspaper was the Pittsburgh Courle 
in which the "Messenger's" column entitled "Mr. Muhammad Speaks," appeared 

4 . 

regularly from June, 1956, until August, 1959. A brief explanation of the technic 
of the NOI concerning the use of this paper will reveal bow Negro newspapers axe 
used, not only as a means of recruiting members, but also as a means of raising 
additional funds for the NOI. 

1. Pittsburgh Courier 

This Negro newspaper, established in 1910, is published weekly in 
several editions for various cities and areas throughout the whole country. The 


♦The Messenger Magazine, Vol. 1, No. 1, 1959, page 20. 
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fe June, 1950, when the Courier firet started running ZUJafc 
Muhammad’s column, the management of the paper realised this column 
would be controversial but thought that it might create reader lirftrsst. 
h addition, Elijah Muhammad guaranteed the owner of the newspaper that 
be would require all members of his organisation to become salesmen of 
the Courier , which would increase its circulation by several thousands of 
copies each week. There was a sizable increase in circulation soon after 
the col umn began. This was accomplished as a result of all NOI members 
being forced to buy a certain number of copies each week. The members 
were then supposed to get their money back by reselling the papers. 

Subsequent changes in the financial arrangements between Muhammad and 
the management of the paper were worked out, all of which increased the 
Income of the NOI. By early 1958, the NOI was reportedly subscribing to 
100,000 copies weekly and receiving a commission of from $500 to $025 per 
month plus an additional two cents per copy for sales over a certain number. 

This arrangement proved beneficial to both parties until the NOI 
began to use "pressure tactics" in further attempts to get higher commissions. 
Ths NOI attempted this by suddenly cutting their subscriptions from 100,000 
to 12,000 copies weekly. Because this would have proved ruinous to me • 
papen which was in poor financial condition, the Courier was forced to 
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to higher commissions. As time went on, the difficulties continued. After may 
HOI temples failed to pay for their papers and the NOI made demands lor more 
and more space in each issue, the paper cancelled Muh a m mad’s column In 
August, 1959. Thereupon, NOI members Immediately stopped selling the Courier , 
and were ordered to concentrate on selling the Los Angeles Herald-Dispatch, 
which the members of many ten^^^tad^jr^jy^e^jeWnylong with the Cour t 

2. Los Angeles Herald-Dispatch 
This Negro weekly newspaper was established in 1952 and has a 

circulation of approximately 20,000 copies. The publisher and his wife, who 
acts as editor, are both NOI members. 8ince October, 1958, a staff writer, 
also an NOI member, has written a column in support a i the NOI. For approxima 
six months during the Utter part of 1957 and early 1958, and regularly since 
January, 1959, issues of this paper have carried Elijah Mu h ammad’s column. 
Every one of Muhammad's columns closes with: "Hurry and Join onto your own 
kind. The time of this world is at hand. Write to: Muhammad’s Temple* 
Number 2, 5335 South Greenwood Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. " Elijah Muhamm 
and his followers have been more successful in controlling this paper than they 
were the Courier . Both the editor and his wife have visited Muhammad in Chicag 
have joined the HOI, and have allowed NOI members to become the pep-or’o 
representatives in various sections of the country. 

•Since the May 19, 1960, Issue of paper, the word "mosque" has replaced 
In Muhammad’s column. However, other papers reprinting Mu h a mm ad's column 
continue to use "temple." 



















9. Other Newspaper! and Publication* * 
ki addition to the above-mentioned newspapers, articles 
concerning the NOI and columns by NOI leaders have appeared on numerous 
occasions in the New York Amsterdam News , * the New Jersey Herald News , * 

i 

the St. Louis Argus , * and the Afro-American . * Articles favorable to Elijah 
’ Muhamma d and the NOI also have appeared in the publications, Ebony* and 

I 

the Moslem World and the U.S.A . * The effort expended by NOI members in 

selling the publications mentioned above can be shown by the commissions 
paid to the NOI by Ebony magazine. In the Spring of 1958, NOI officials and 
publishers of Ebony made arrangements for NOI members to sell a nnu a l 
subscriptions to the magazine. Part of the money from each sale was 

* 

forwarded to the publishers, and the remainder was retained by the NOI. 
Prom Ma y to September, 1958, Ebony publishers paid commissions of more 
than 913,000 for the sale of nearly 8,000 magazine subscriptions by members 
of the Chicago NOI temple. 

In March, 1980, The New Crusader , a weekly Negro newspaper 

published in Chicago, started to regularly carry Muhammad’s column, as 

well as other articles about the NOI. As with other papers, 

*The New York Amsterdam News, New Jersey Hera iQ New s, ano hi. 

Argus are NegrtTweekly newspapers; the Afro -American , national issue, m 

a Negro semiweekly newspaper; Ebony magazine is a Negro monthly; and 
Moslem World and the U.S.A. is not now in publication, but this magazine 
jas frreguKfly published a & an attempt, according to the editor, to promote 
understanding between Islam and the West. 
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the HOI appears to be using the technique of constantly reqnesHwg 
space while promising that the HOI will increase the paper's ci rculati on* 


B. HOI Publications 


The NOI has published and sold many pamphlets and throwaways. 

Several of them have had very wide distribution and are constantly uHlifti 1 as 

means of furthering HOI teaching* and activities. TExamples include: 

The Supreme Wisdom —a 56-page tabloid setting forth 
the teachings or "message" of Elijah Muhammad 

The Messenger Magazine —a 40-page pamphlet with many 
pictures of cult businesses, the 1958 convention, the family 
of the son-in-law of Muhammad, and plans for the N ational 
Mosque 

The Islamic News --an eight-page tabloid containing pictures 
and a transcript of the speech of Elijah Muhammad at the 
Washington, D. C., "least” on May 31, 1959 

During May, 1960, two additional publications were released which a 


are receiving wide distribution. They are: 


Mr. 


'V 

ti -' - \ Jy 


Muhammad Speaks —This 16-page tabloid, self-described m 

Militant Monthly Dedicated to Justice for the Black Man," is 
published in New Tori: and sells for 15 cents per copy. The front 
page of the first issue features a picture of Muhammad and. In bold 

green headlines, his statement: "We Must Have Some landl" The 
paper contains excerpts from Muhammad’s speech at the 1960 annual 
convention and a series a accounts of his trip as filed from the vnric 

places he visited in the Middle East. This issue also costates ctfesr 

information concerning the HOI, police brutality against 
in New Tork City, and articles on Negro nationalistic mo vements 
in Africa. One full page is devoted to an appeal from Muhammadfer 
funds for the proposed SO-million-dollar center In Chicago, * 
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Muh ammad Speaha to the Black Man —The first Uaue U a 14-page 
pocket-aise publication which la expected to be ieaued semi¬ 
monthly from Chicago. The magazine, self-described as "Tbs 
Magazine that Dares to Tell the Truth," contains two articles 
by Muhammad and articles by other NOI members. AH 
articles are in keeping with the NOI tactic of ridiculing the 
white man and those Negroes favoring integration of the races, 
while heaping praise on Muhammad and his followers. 




C. Travel of NOI Leaders 

Although Elijah Muhammad, several of his sons, and a few of the 
leadii* ministers travel constantly visiting-and speaking at the various -j ^ j 

temples throughout the United States, it was just recently that the .... ' V M 

"Messenger” completed a long-planned trip to the Middle East and an 
alleged pilgrimage to Mecca. His main purpose in making the trip, 
it is believed, was so that he could gain publicity and thereby help in Ids 
efforts to achieve an aura of respectability for his teachings and to 
impress his followers and the general public. 

Throughout the year 1959, all members of the NOI were solicited *V-. : ' 
for donations for the proposed trip of the "Messenger.” In July, Malcolm X, 
the minister of the New York temple, travelled to the Middle East "to act 
as a goodwill ambassador for Elijah Muhammad" and to arrange for meetings 
between Muhammad and Gamal Abdel Nasser, President of Egypt md the 
















United Arab Republic, and other tattlers. It appear* that Malcolm X 

little, for on hie return, he stated that he had not visited Mecca, M plansed^ end 

had not met Nasser. 

Elijah Muhammad continued to make plans and announced that Ms sons 
Herbert and Akbar would accompany him on Ms trip. In preparation for taking 
numerous photographs of his father and various Arabian leaders, Muhammad’s 
son Herbert purchased nearly $1, WO worth of equipment, Including a Polaroid 
camera, 100 magazines of movie film, 100 rolls of 35-mllUmeter color film, snd 

W rolls of black and white film for a reflex camera. 

Muhammad and his two sons began their airplane trip at New York City 

on November 21, and the NOI laid plans for a triumphal meeting in early 
February, I960, at Los Angeles upon completion of the round-the-world trip. 
During the trip, Muhammad continued his column in the Herald-Dispatch with 
articles date-lined from the various cities that he visited. He described places 
he had visited and continually stressed the wonderful reception be received at 
each stop. Late in December, according to his column, he and his sons visited 

both Mecca and Medina. 

Although Muhammad was supposed to travel around the world and arrive 

in Los Angeles early in February, 1960, he and hU two sons suddenly arrived 
back in New York City on January 6, 1960. No explanation, as yet, uas bMin 
made for this change of plana. 
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B. Wecrultlna Method* 

HhU* the publicity resulting from newspapers, magarlnes, 
pamphlets, fnd throwaways, as well as conventions, basaars, "leMtt." 

„d the travel of colt leader., ha. aided the KOI In '*»<*'* **" 
known throughout the country, Elijah Muhammad and hie colt leaders 
have reaorted to numerous techniques designed to add new followers to 

this growing cult. 

Probably the most important of these was inaugurated by 
Muhammad during the Summer of 1958. At a meeting of cult leader. In 
Muhammad's home, he announced that he had decided to' de-emphaslte 
the religious aspect, of hi. teachings and to stress the economic benefit, 
to be derived by those Negroes who Joined the KOI. Muhammad stated 
that. In changing this emphasis, he felt the Negro would show a keener 
Interest In the program which would Improve Ms everyday Ufe, rather 
u»n in a program which would change Ms religious view, so completely. 

This policy change 1. shown In article, by Muhammad which 
forth M. so-called "Economic Blue Print for the Black Man." 
Muhammad stated the so-called Negroes In America must Mop looking 
toward the white man for Justice and Jobs and should take the following 




steps: 
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”1. Recognize the necessity for unity and group operation 
(activities). 

”2. Pool your resources; physically as well as financially. 

"3. Stop wanton criticism of everything that is black-owned 
and black operated. 

”4. Keep in mind--Jealousy Destroys From Within. 

"5. Observe the operations of the White Kan. He is successful. 

He makes no excuses for his failures. He works hard—tn 
a collective manner. You do the same. 

"6. Spend your money with your own kind. 

At various times, the NOI has emphasized concerted efforts toward th 
recruitment of the more intelligent and educated Negro and, at other times, this 
emphasis is placed on the illiterate and dissatisfied Negro. While in the past, a 
teaching of NOI ministers was designed to Inflame and agitate the followers, 
through the years the teaching has been softened so that, at least during the 
meetings open to visitors, t is not as inflammatory. 

Members of all temples regularly engage in "fishing" for the "dea d " a 
a method of gaining recruits. "Fishing" consists of going out into the streets pr 
to meetings in an attempt to bring the Mead," noomembers, into the temple. Fc 
example, all FOI members of the Washington temple are required to *tlsh" on 
Sundays from ten in the morning until two o’clock, when the meetings begin. 

- V «! - ‘V 
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•Los Angeles He raid-Dispatch, Chicago edition, January 9, I960. 
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X. Membership Procedures 


Those persons desiring membership in the NOI are required to 


follow certain procedures before they are considered fall-Hedge(femembers. 
While there are some exceptions, the following steps are those generally 
required of new members. 


A prospective member is first given the following letter which 


he is to copy In his own handwriting, hi the event an error appears in the 
handwritten letter, it will be returned from Chicago with a request that the 
applicant rewrite the application. 


"Address 
City and State 
Date 


"Mr. W. F. Muhammad 
4847 So. Woodlawn Ave. 

Chicago 15, Illinois 

"Dear Savior Allah, Our Deliverer: 

1 have been attending the teachings of Islam by 
one of your Ministers, two or three times. I believe 
in It, and I bear witness that there is no God But 
Thee, and that Muhammad is Thy Servant and Apostle. 
I desire to reclaim my Own. Please give me my 
Original name. My slave name is as follows: 


Name 

Address 

City and State" 














Upon acceptance of the application, a letter la directed to the applica nt 
enclosing question forms to be answered. Accompanying these forms Is $he reqoes 
that if the applicant Is married, the spouse should sign his or her same sad If ^de: 
18 years of age, the parents should sign. The question forms are as follows. 
"Question form number 1. 

"All questions must be answered correctly - 100% - By all who 
accept Islam (Please fill out yourself, Use ink) 

"1. Are you married? .... 

2. Are you living together at the present time? ... 

9. Have you a marriage license? ... 

4. Do you have children? ... 

5. Are you divorced? ... 

6. Have you divorce papers ? . . . ■ 

7. Please state names and ages of your children under ’Remarks' 

8. Sign the enclosed form - 'Declaration of His oar Her Own.' 

"Remarks:" 


"Application for the Declaration of His or Her Own 

"Name .... 

Address .... 

City .... Rate .... 

(Above filled in when form received) 

Father's Name .... 

^Address .... 

City.... State .... 


•y -ik . + * 


Mother 1 # Name 
Address • • • • 
City • • • • 



Sla t e « • e • 
















c 



gut und or Wife*! full Bin® • • • 
iddrtu • . . . 

Ctty .... 8**® • • • • 

Husband .... 

WUa .... 


p‘ 

8W* 


Ottthil_8ay Of --— -- 

Included with the above form* are several list* of "facts and a 

Uit of ten queetlona, called the "student enrollment." The "atodent aliment' 

goestloiis must be correctly snswered and mailed to Chicago beta, the 

applicant receives his official ”1" name. 

The minuter of the New York temple hae explained the nee ofthe 


«X" name as follows: 

-During alavery, the alavee were known as Sam,. **“» 
take George, etc. All were known aa Jones slaves, 

Mth’g alaroe, or whatever the laat namemlgM 

been. Since the original names ^ l< ^>^ d £“£ tgter ,. 

alone with ’our’ culture and religion, we woa our 

nai^e after we were treed. When yon become a 

tout slave name la dropped and yooax^lve^^^^^ 

your real name is given back." 

within each temple, for example, the first man named John receiving 
Us X name would be John X, the next would be John JX, and so forth. Several 

temples having . large membership have gone as Ugh ss 17X In assigni ng 

numbers to members with the same given name. 
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After completing the enrollment requirement!, the eucceenfnl 
appUcnnt in ueually Introduced at n regular HOI meeting end requeued to rnrar 
aewral queaUone end make n abort epeech before the group telling why h» «■ 


wjuppy” to be u NOI member. 
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Yl, SECURITY MEASURES AMD DISCIPLINE 


A. Meeting* 

All NOI temple* con (fact two type* of meeting*, tho*e open t* 
the general public and those conducted for member* only. Tbe number and 
frequency of these meetings vary considerably. The regularity of attendance 
by the members also varies among the Individual temples. In some temples, 
members are required to attend all meetings. At these temples, n member 
vho is unable to attend must call the temple before the beginning of the 
meeting to furnish an acceptable excuse. Konacceptable excuses result la 
temporary suspension. Other temples require attendance at only one or two 

meetings a week. 

Several of the larger temples conduct meetings every night of 
fee week, with both afternoon and evening sessions taring the weekends. 
These temples usually contact two or three open meetings, two or more for 
the general membership,and separate sessions for the FOI and MGT. 
Smaller temples often have fewer meetings, but all have some opea and 
some closed meetings. An air of secrecy pervades all meetings, and strict 
rules forbid the discussion of temple activities outside the temple. 
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Both member* and nonmembers attending NOI meetings ars 
thoroughly searched before entering the temple hall. All males are sear ch e d 
for liquor, guns, knives, files, or any sharp Instrument. Not only are t h es e 
items not allowed in the temple, but also cigarettes, gum, papers, packages, 
or such items are taken from the man. He is then furnished a claim ticket 
with which to reclaim his property on leaving the temple. Females are taken 
to another part of the building, searched for weapons of any kind, and even 
relieved of possessions such as lipstick and cosmetics. They, too, receive 
a ticket to reclaim their property upon leaving the temple. 

After being thoroughly searched, the individuals are admitted to the 
temple meeting room,where the members are seated separately, men in one 
section, women in another.. At open meetings, where visitors are in attendance, 
the visitors are also seated in a separate section. During meetings, guards are 
stationed around the hall and in the aisles. They are changed at regular 
Intervals. The guards* duties are revealed in "general orders for guards" 
which were issued by the Chicago temple: 

"1. To take charge of this poet, and all temple property in view. 

^2. To walk my poet in a perfect manner, keeping always on the 
alert. 

3. To report all violation® of orders I am instructed to enforce. . 

4. To report all calls from post, more distant from the temple 

than my own. 

5. To quit my poet, only when properly relieved. 

6. To receive, obey and pass on to the sentinel, who relieves me, 
all orders from the commanding officer, officers of the day, sad 
non-commissioned officers of the guard only. 
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Typical segregated seating at NOI meetings. This occasion was the Chicago convention 

in February, 1957 

■v. (Note: FOI guards stationed in aisles) 
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7. To talk to no one, only in tb« line of duty. 

•. b case of disorder to give the alarm. 

To allow no one to commit a nuisance on or near my post. 
In any cases not covered by Instructions, call the guards. 
To salute all officers and standards not cased. 

12. To be especially watchful at nights during the time of 
meetings." 


0. 

10 . 

11 . 
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During meetings, guards are stationed not only within the temples 
but also on patrol on the streets around the temple. * 

B. Protection of Elijah Muhammad 

Elaborate security protection is afforded Elijah Muhammad at all 
times. Much of this protection is undoubtedly ceremonial or ritualistic 
evidence of the respect Muhammad's followers hold for him. Nevertheless, 
during 1958, a threat was reportedly made against the life of Elijah Muhammad. 
This caused much concern among cult members even though the threat never 
materialised. Also, during the Summer of 1059, J. B. Stoner, bead of the 
Christian Knights Of the K. K. K., wrote a letter to Muhammad which 
was full of invective. At the same time, Stoner wrote another letter to the 
New York City Police Commissioner which offered the services of the 
KUnsmen to rid the city of "Muslims" If the commissioner would furnish 
them with guns and ammunition. Muhammad was very much concerned about 
the K. K. K. threat and caused both of Stoner's letters to be reprinted in 


newspapers which normally carry items concerning the NOl. 

♦Very recently* * source advised that for several weeks the guards on duty 
during meetings In one temple have been carrying revolvers under their belts 
for the protection of speakers and temple officers. < 
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Muhammad has, 


for a long time, been security-conscious. 



1952, when first viewing the bouse be was then purchasing for his residence, 
Muhammad was afraid to enter a room until it was fully lighted m& ^wn 
entering, immediately checked the window locks. After moving into the 


house, Muhammad had his followers cut away all the shrubbery from around 
the bouse and cut away the tree branches to a height of six to eight feet so 
that no one could approach the bouse without being seen. ' 

When Elijah Muhammad travels away from Chicago, the 901 
members at whichever city he visits are responsible for furnishing ttm 
adequate security protection. The precautions taken prior to and dorfeg H. 
the Uline Arena "feast" at Washington, D. C., in May, 1959, provide a 
good example of this security. 

Prior to Muhammad’s arrival at the arena, FOI members tboro^tdy 
searched the entire building for hidden devices or bombs and stationed guards 
at strategic places inside and outside the building. Another grocg) of FOI 
members, in about a dozen automobiles, drove to the airport to meet 

i 

Muhammad. They first searched the airport area looking for suspicious persons 
and on the arrival of Muhammad's plane, marched onto the Held and escorted 

Muhammad between two columns of guards back to a waiting automobile. MhB 

entourage escorted Muhammad to the Washington minister’s home, w hich w' 
had been guarded by several FOI members since early morni n g, The 










carload* of guards remained stationed outside the bouse un t il it was necessary 
for them to escort him to the arena. Upon arriving at the arena, M uhamm ad 
walked from the car, into the arena, and ail the way up to the rostrum 
between two lines of approximately 750 FOI members sta n d in g shoulder to 
shoulder. The same precautions were taken when Muhammad left the arena. 
During his stay in Washington, special food was prepared by NOI members 
to avoid any possibility of Muhammad’s being poisoned. 


C. Discipline and Trials of Members 

Individuals associated with Elijah Muhammad for a considerable 
period have advised that although Muhammad appears to be a mild-mannered 
person, it is obvious that he Is capable of dominating and impressing his 
followers. This ability is shown by the strict discipline maintained over cult 
members. 


As mentioned earlier in this study, the military-type organizational 
setup extends throughout all phases of NOI activities. Individual temple 
ministers, with the assistance of the temple FOI captains, exert control over 
the members of their own temples. The only higher authorities in the 

organization are Elijah Muhammad and National FOI Captain Raymond 
Sharrieff. To maintain this strict control, the various ministers, or FOI 

- X* 

captains, hold "trials” to expel or discipline members for a variety of reasons 















At these so-called "trials," the violator is called before the M • 
minister or the 701 captain, sometimes before the regular teiqpU member¬ 
ship meeting and sometimes not. The charges are read and the sentence 
pronounced. The member is not allowed to defend himself and no right 
of appeal; the decision of the minister or FOI captain is final. 

The most severe sentence imposed on a member is permanent 
expulsion from the NOI. Another sentence frequently imposed le ca lled the 

A 

"Class F" sentence. This sentence calls for the expulsion of the member 
for a definite period of time, during which he cannot talk to NOI members nor 
attend temple meetings. Many of this type of sentence are for 90 days for a 
minor violation, with up to five years for a more serious violation. Usually 
the five-year sentence is given with a provision that, if the individual 1ms 
lived according to the rules, he might apply for r©admission after one year, 
but only if he shows an unusual willingness to cooperate and further the 
NOI program. 


For minor violations not calling for expulsion from the temple, tbs 
^Class C" sentence is Imposed. This requires that the member perform 

labor for a certain period of time with a working group at the temple. 


The violations which cause a member to be brought to trial iuWL 
numerous and varied. The following are but a few examples: 


S*V. 
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1. Reporting temple activities to a nonmember 

2. Committing adultery 

3. Using narcotics 

4. Not attending temple meetings 

8. Misusing funds collected for the temple 

6. Using "unbecoming” language before female members 

7. Failing to bring "lost-founds" (visitors) to meetings 

8. Eating or selling pork 

9. Mentioning before temple members that he would refuse to 
die for "Allah" 

10. Failing to pay extra dues for being overweight 

11. Allowing a visitor to enter temple under influence of liquor 

12. Sleeping during temple meeting 


D. Informant Threat and the FBI 


During the past year, Muhammad and various NOI ministers have 


evidenced considerable interest in and attention to the possibility that "spies" 
have entered their ranks. They have threatened dire treatment for any 
"spies" they catch, while promising that any NOI member "found guilty of 
reporting information on temple —-- “1 be killed." 



One minister advised his followers that "the FBI devil" cannot 


come to the temple himself, so he sends some of "our own in the black form" 
to hear what is going on in the temple. The minister then threatened that 
will pull their tongues out if we catch them or find out who they are." 

-- .jffyww swr wir j, 


fit an article appearing last summer in the Los Angeles Herald. 


Dispatch, Muhammad wrote, '"The FBI, who has watched for a chance to do T'% 


* “ 'wL 

the worst against us with their paid Negro stool pigeons among us, even to % 
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making false charges of stealing the charity given lor the expenses Of the 
temples and laborers’, all will fall. ” 

Again at the 1960 NOI convention at Chicago, M uhamm ad 
reported to have talked about spies and stool pigeons and told about cutting 
off the heads of spies and stool pigeons and hanging them up and putting tags 
on them. 

In spite of the NOI leaders' repeated violent threats of action they 
would take against "spies” and Muhammad's claim that all attempts of 


nonmembers to learn of NOI activities would fail, the ministers have found 
it necessary to take other precautions so that members would not divulge 

NOI activities to nonmembers. 


One minister advised his members concerning talking to FBI 
Agents. He cautioned, "Some of you may think it is wise to engage them in 
conversation when they come to your house but this is wrong. They will 
trick you into saying something even though you think It is small, then they 
will go to other Muslims for little bits of information and when they compile 
it, they have quite a bit. They are trained to ask you leading questions and 
sometimes you will think you are not talking bit, you are tricked J«t© It. Wksa 


they come to see jmi cb oc-t talk to Too not fc:;vO to M <00100 

your house. If they have a warrant for you then go peacefully with them. 2f 




they do not have a warrant then close your door and walk away because they 
cannot force you to talk to them. n 
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vn. wcmmjTS with law enforcement orwcttM 



A. Prison Inmate* 

•flier* are a number of Negro inmates at prisons in several states 
vho claim affiliation with the NOI. Some of those c l a im i ng to be followers of 
Muhammad who are presently in the Federal Penitentiary at Leavenworth, 
Kansas, had caused difficulty in other penal institutions and were subsequently 
transferred to Leavenworth. Most of these inmates, as well as many in state 
prisons, have embraced the "Muslim” faith subsequent to confinement and do 
not actually have a very clear-cut idea of Muhammad's teachings. They are 
primarily interested in those features which enable them to complain abort 
prison conditions and racial discrimination* taHHnU 

For example, in the Fall of 1959, four convicts at a New York State 
prison who claimed to be followers of Muhammad filed legal action against 
the warden claiming that he was denying them enjoyment of religious freedom 
while In prison. They had made de m a nds for special foods, private 
meetings, special equipment, and other special considerations. No final 
action has resulted from these complaints, but much friction has developed 
‘ because of this incident, and the NOI 1ms used it sis a propaganda weapon to 
stir up its members. ^& .-. v 
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At another State penitentiary. In Pennsylvania, an Inm a te 
claimed to be a follower of Muhammad, assaulted a guard after drinktag 
some homemade liquor. When he was placed In segregation. It was 
discovered that more than 20 other Inmates, all followers of Muhammad, 
had gathered and had planned to cause a disturbance. Fortunately, the p la n 
was discovered in time to prevent what could have been a serious Incident. 



B. Local Law Officers 

Muhammad and ministers of the NOI take pride In citing the fearless 
nature of the members. They speak with pride of various incidents where the 
NOI members have engaged the police. When large numbers of "Muslims” 
gather and white persons are present, there seems to be a sort of eagerness 
to demonstrate their fearlessness. - ; 

In July, 1958, an annual *Teast" sponsored by MTI Number T was 
held at a ball in New York City. Because of limited space In the bell, many of 
the male NOI members were forced to stand outside the entrances to the 
hall. The New York police assigned to duty in the vicinity were especially 
tolerant and calm, and this undoubtedly prevented the situation from getting 
©yi of band. Although the police were polite cooperative ifcroi^ho®£ Us 

feast, the NOI members exhibited attitudes of ridicule and sarcasm to the 

% >7 . • ■ "• 

police whenever they had the opportunity to do so. 
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Typical of the contradictory statements mid* by Muhammad and \%£~ 

his ministers concerning violent action are the instructions given by the 

Mew York minister on two occasions within a few days of each other: 

"Members should not resist law enforcement officers at 
any time. We are not against the laws, we are to obey the 
laws. If the law officer is wrong we 
because Allah will take care of him." 

"We are not aggressive but peaceful people. The next tim e 
any policeman puts his hands on a 
court but will go to the cemetery. 1 


Muslim he will not go to 

I 


must still obey him 


Also, during 1959, Muhammad wrote a letter addressed to all 
temples of the NOI advising the ministers to read this letter before the FOI 
at each meeting until such time as the minister was sure that the contents 
were clear and well understood by everyone. The letter said that the "Muslims" 
were getting into too much trouble with the local law enforcement authorities 
and that this difficulty which the "Muslims" were having throughout the 
waa giving them a bad reputation and was costing the NOI a great deal of money. 
However, the letter continued, the members should not interpret these 
instructions to mean that they should turn the other cheek when they are 
attacked. It stated "when you are fought against you should fight back. In fact. 


fight those who fight you." 



late in 1959, national leaders of the NOI met to discuss their 


growing concern over numerous conflicts between members and law enforcement 
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authorities. They felt that because the Nefroee who not 

are taught to have no fear, they become self-confident and aggressive 

results in frequent clashes between members and white per son s, gf H| 

leaders likened the members to tigers, saying, "When you awake a sleeping 

tiger, you must put a harness on him also, otherwise he may do a 
deal of damage. ” 


Jn spite of this apparent concern, HOI publications continue Is 
spread their message of hate. 

The first issue of a new NOI monthly pubUcation called 

Mri Muhammad Speaks , dated May, 1880, contain a loo, article concerning 

two Incidents Involving clashes between New York City police officers and 

members o t the NOI. In both of these cases, NOI members Interfered with 

officers who were attempting to make arrests and, to the enaotag —i-tt . 

the NOI members claimed they had been seriously Injured. Both --tvs 

resulted to long and Involved legal action, and the NOI to osto, these legal ’ 

battles to stir up the member, against tow enforcement authorities and white 
people in general. 
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VXD. NOI DOCTRINES, ATTITUDES, AND DOGMA * 

” - - - --- - 

Although Elijah Muhammad constantly claims be is a believer In 
he recognized religion of Islam, many orthodox Muslims openly denounce 
dm as a fraud, who is using their religion to deceive and exploit the American 
Negroes. Muhammad lays down the doctrines and rules which his followers 
nnst accept. As there is no one written document setting forth the teachii^s 
ind beliefs of the Nation of Islam cult, occasional changes in emphasis 
are been noted. Therefore, the following doctrines, attitudes, and dogma of the 
101 have been compiled from the writings and speeches of Muhammad and several 
rf his more prominent ministers. 

It must be remembered that NOI ministers and assistant ministers 

if the various temples throughout the country are quite independent of one 

I 

inotber and of the national headquarters in Chicago. For this reason, Die 

i 

eachings and attitudes reflected by the followers of Muhammad at various 
emples and on different occasions often vary from mild defiance against the 
rhite man and "his government" to insane hatred for all facets of the "white 
urn’s society." 

( 

i 
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A. Doctrines Openly Stressed 


The following doctrines are those openly taught by Muhammad 


and his ministers through the numerous meetings of tike HQ1 which rlsiton 
or "lost-founds, n may attend. Ihey are also loudly proclaimed at public 
meetings and conventions and through the many publications and newspapers 
in which articles by Muhammad appear. 


1. Allah Himself Appointed Muhammad as the Messenger 

"Allah came to us from the Boly City of Mecca, Arabia, in 1830. 
He used the name 'Wallace D. Fard\.. Be also signed His name 
as W. F. Muhammad' which stands for 'Wallace Fard Muhammac 
Be came alone.... Be said, *My name is Mahdi, I am God, I cut 
to Guide you into the right path that you may be successful aid 
see the Hereafter. .. He chose me to bear the Message of Life 
(Islam) to my people here. ...I have been raised and chosen by 
God to teach and lead you to Him, that you may see the Hereafter 
and you may do well to follow and obey me...." 


Muhammad, Moslem World and tike USA 


June-July, 1055 


"I am sent from Allah and have the backing of Allah and the 
powers of heaven and earth to reclaim our people in America 
from their tormentors." 


Mu h a mm ad, New Crusader, February 2 


"I came directly from God. I am guided by God. I axn in 

communication with God and know God. If I had not known 



and speak as I speak. If God is not with me, if God Is not 
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protecting me. how can I come and aay tiling* no other mail 
hae said and get away with It? And why should I fear the Devil 
when God has given me knowledge of the Devil... ” 



"I am only warning you that your Christian brothers are not 
going to you to heaven, they are going to take you to hell. 

The only safe place for you today is to follow me, believe in 
Islam, believe in Allah and you will see the hereafter.” 

Muhammad, Mr. Muhammad Speaks, 
May, 1*60 


2. Christian Religion Is a Hoax 


"The Christian religion is a hoax because it teaches Jesus was 
born without the benefit of natural man-woman relations and 
Jesus was the son of God.. • # Jesus was but a prophet 
Moses and many others and was a believer in Islam.... 
Christianity as a religion was never known by Jesus because 
It was fabricated in Rome after his death.... Christianity is 
not the religion of the black man but Instead is a tool of the 

white man being used to enslave black men-Throw the 

Christian religion in the garbage pail and then take the pall 
and fight like hell. ” 

Muhammad, Chicago Convention, 
February, 1960 


"The kind of Christianity that the white man is teaching us 
destroys love for self and kind. It puts the desire in the heart 
of the blackman to love and adore-the white race... *The god, 
the angels, and the prophets have always been painted white 
by the Christians. This is a false picture cf God, and his 
prophets as painted by the White race. ” 



Muhammad, Los Armeies Eer 

IDispatch, January 28, i960 
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"Christianity was given to the Negro by the white man. Christianity 
promises all things after death. Negroes need them now. Negro 
ministers do not understand the Bible and don't know what they are 
talking about... .Jesus was not a white man and did not 'fOond' 
Christianity. The Bible was written years after his death. The 
Bible is lies made up by white man to fool the black man. ** 

NOI minister, Boston, October 11, 1989 

8. White Man Is the Devil and Our Enemy 

"The false teachings of his god and religion, poison foods, drinks, 
and drugs, have brought the so-called Negroes into a state of 
mental death. They have no knowledge of self, nor anyone else, 
and are persecuted and killed all day long by the white man, their 
open enemy (the Devil), who has deceived the Negroes into even 
loving him as they should love Allah (God)." 

Muhammad, Los Angeles Herald-Dispatch, 

April 7, 1960 -- 

"The world knows that I am teaching you the truth and, most of 
all, desire justice for my people in America, with whom I have 
suffered all of my life. Allah (God) has given to me the key to 
loosen them from the power and bondage of our ever-relentless, 
merciless, evil, indecent murderers, our open enemies, the 
devil slavemasters; so that our people may be free indeed and 
know their God (our only true friend) and their enemies (the devils), 
who have deceived them and the world of the black nations." 


Muhammad, Pittsburgh Courier, 
August 15, 1959 


"We are thankful to Allah for raising up from amongst us 
Elijah Mu h a mmad to lead us on the right path and to tell ns 
who we are, to tell us who is our God and to tell us who is 

the devil. Before we thought the devil was under the ground, 

but Muhammad taught us he is on top of the ground." 



NOI minister, New York, 
December 18, 1959 
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**... all who are found believing in the devils will be destroyed ^ 
with the devils." #*** 




Mu h a mm ad, Los Angeles Herald-DUpstch. 

September 17, 1959 . 

4. White Man Has Enslaved the Black Man 

"The white race went to Africa, robbed her of some of her native 
sons and daughters to bring to America to slave for them. These 
(the so-called Negroes) were cut completely off from contact with 
their native people for 300 years; these blacks the white man has 
robbed so completely of his teachings and trainings, that now he 
can use one against the other." 

Mu h am m ad, Los Angeles Herald-Dispatch, 

April 7, 1960 - - 

"In 1555 our mothers and fathers were taken from their homes 
by some Christian white men and taken to this country in chains. 

Our mothers and fathers would not submit willingly to slavery so 
they were allowed to have children. When the children came 
forth they were taken away from their mothers so that they would 
not acquire any knowledge of themselves. Our mothers and 
fathers were killed by the white man and we, the children, had 
no one to tell us who we are. No one to tell us where we came 
from and most of all no one to tell us that our God's name is 
Allah." 

NOI minister, New York, December 18, 1959 

"The Negroes have been blind, deaf and dumb to the knowledge of 
themselves for the past 400 years. A man cannot have respect 
for himself unless he has a knowledge of himself. This is why 
our slavemasters kept our history away from us. How could they 
use us if we had known that we are the best people on earth?" 


yq f n 


ister. New York, September 
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5. White Man Will Be Dastroysd 



"LET THE SO-CALLED NEGROES KNOW THE T RU T H that te 
time of our enemies has come to an end and that Allah will destroy them 
from the face of the earth...." 


* • • • ♦ • * 

”• • *God, Himself, hates the wicked devils and * >i> set a day for 
their destruction." 


Muhammad, Los Angeles Herald - 
Dispatch, October 29, 195flP^ 

”All of us know that the time of the white race was up in 1914; the 
extension of time that they have been granted was given to them to • 
allow time for the awakening of the black man, and especially the 
so-called Negroes In America, who are living under the power of 
the people who are first to be destroyed of all the people on earth.. 

Muhammad, Los Angeles Herald- 
Dispatch , February 18, 1955 

"The devil has used us for his benefit, but his time Is up, and he 
will soon be destroyed. All those who love him will alsobum in 
the fires of destruction." 


NOI minister, New York, 
June 7, 1959 

6- Black Man Must Be Awakened 

"You, the so-called American Negro, with the help of Allah (God) 
can solve your own problems. 


"• • • Before the Black Man can begin to gain economic security he 
must be awakened (from the dead), gain knowledge, understanding 
and wisdom which will enable him to follow my teachings. Is lam 

otny Islam will point the way out erf the entanglement of 

jus 'k'xOu mjDST OF PLENTY 1 for the followers of Islam, the true 

religion of the Black Nation. " 


■ 


Muhammad, Los Angeles Herald- 
Dispatch , March 24, 1960~ 
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"Allah haa risen me to preach the Message of Troth to my mentally 
dead people...." 


Muhammad, Los Angeles Herald- 
Dispatch, October 29, 1999 

"We, the so-called Negroes, here In North America, should be 
thankful to Allah for giving us Elijah Muhammad. Muhammad has 
brought us face to face with our open enemy. Before we met 
Elijah Muhammad our knees used to shake when we saw a white 
man. Muhammad has taken away our fear. " 

NOI minister, New York, January 8, 
1980 
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7. Black Man Must Unify and Gain Economic Independence 


1 have this message for my people, the so-called American Negro; 
truth for you is like giving life to one who is physically dead. The 
aim is tc separate the so-called Negro from the slave master and 
sit them In heaven; to give them a thorough knowledge of the scripture, 
self, of God and of the Devil and the scriptures pertaining to them. 
Unite them all to their own kind, the next qualification for self 
independence on the planet earth, in a place they can call their own. 
Stop depending on others to do for you what you can do for yourself. 


"Unite, pool our income to help create, build a future for our people 
regardless of whether they are Moslems or not. Buy land, help 
build homes, schools, hospitals, businesses, factories to help make 
employment for yourself and your fellow man. These things may be 
accomplished by you and me uniting together, spending our money 
with our own." 


Muhammad, Mr. Muhammad Speaks, 

May, I960 
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Uome of us have hundreds and thousands of dollars, lying in the 
white man’s banks... sit down with me and think on your own 
people’s condition, as I have and let me have this money, to use 
for yourself, and your poor nation, which will return to yon In 
millions and billions.” 

Muhammad, New Crusader, 

March 26, 188E 

8. Black Man Must Have Land of His Own 


”We must have some land.... Let there be no mistake about it. 

We must come out from among the wicked and be separate. We 
should be given land of our own, a subsidy in payment for the 
years our fathers were used as bondsmen, and then be left to go 
On our own." 

Muhammad, Mr. Muhammad 
Speaks , May, 1065 

"The so-called Negroes must be separated from the White race 
and given a home on this earth that they can call their own. ” 

Muhammad, Los Angeles Herald- 
Dispatch, November 5 , 1 958 " 

”Muhammad’s plan is for the United States to give Negroes 
'either a tract of land, or several states, wherein they could 
form their own government.' 

"Hie point was that in accepting this land Negroes would not be 
accepting gratuities, but would merely be receiving payment of 
'back salary’ earned during the many years of slavery. ” 

MOI minister, CMvr-'ro 

Defender, March Iti, i&u§ 
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B. Attttgjgg Expressed in Closed Meeting* 

While the openly etreeeed doctrinee set forth in the preceding Mdkt 
reveal some of the beliefs of the followers of Elijah M uhamm a d , the real 
feelings of the members cannot be shown through statements made at open 
meetings or from articles in generally available publications. Only in closed 
meetings do many of these true attitudes reveal themselves. 

1. Attitude toward Violence 

Muhammad continually publicizes the peaceful ways of the HOI, 
and though the openly publicised doctrines declare that the white race will be 
destroyed, it is said this destruction will come about through the power of 
Allah. Statements made in temple meetings reveal that Allah will get some 
help from NOI members, if recent instructions of ministers are followed by 
the members: 

"We are told by the white man to bury the hatchet. We'll bury 
the hatchet in his head." 


"H you know of anyone circulating information that Mu h a mm ad 
is teaching hate or is an enemy of the Muslim religion, you 
should knock his teeth out and shove vOur flat down his throat." 


*1 don't like white men... .kill all ofjhem^* 

"Blood must be shed to get oar rights. We mean basin^Bg. w 




- "Why go abroad to fight, let's light the devil, th e whi te man, 
right here In this country. 
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"IT anyone gives information on the organization to the 
white man, you must take care of him. Take that person 
out and cut off hie head. ** 


"Heads will roll if the white man molest# a Negro 
When you kill a snake, that i s not hate ." 

"If one black man is lynched, a white man 
baby) should be killed." 


"Because the white race is attempting to keep Negroes 
in slavery, heads will roll, and it won't be long." 


2. Attitude toward American Flag and Government 

Muhammad openly advises his followers to show respect for the 

American flag and the authority of the Government. However, at temple 

* 

meetings, the ministers speak of our flag as the "rag" and repeatedly 
denounce the "white man’s government" which they claim gives them no freedom, 
justice, or equality. As an aid to the ministers in their derision of oar Qag 
and Government, nearly every temple is equipped with a large blackboard,- the 
upper part of which contains a drawing of the American flag and the flag of the 
NOL 


Following are statements recently made in closed meetings: 


,• 


Minister pointing to the American flag said, "Our children 

expected to pledge allegiance to it ©very day and our sons *re 
to tigat lor it, ivjvr c; • rrt'..v.ssi pointed to the 

picture of a Negro hanging irom a t ree. _ _ 
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"United States flag represents freedom, justice and equality for 
only the white people; the red stripe in the US flag Is for freedom, 
jnet as it is in the Muslim flag, the crescent, but there Is a 
white stripe followed by another red stripe which means t here is 
only freedom for the white race. " 


"Black man has nothing to protect in the white man's government. 
Stop being a fool, you have no part inth^Jnite^tate^overnment. 


"You have no justice under the American flag and no freedom and 
equality. Under the Muslim flag, the crescent and star, you will 
receive freedom, justice, and equa lity. The Am erican flag is for 
white men only." 


3. Attitude toward Selective Service and Armed Forces 
Muhammad publicly states that each member of the NOI decides for 
himself concerning registering under the Selective Service Act and entering the 
Armed Forces. He claims the members are expected to obey the Government 


i 

i 


and make the Government proud of them. 

| ! However, when speaking before temple meetings, he says that he does 

I '-1 

| 1 not order any of his followers to refuse to comply with the Selective Service 

II ; 

| i laws but that he is against any cooperation with the white man on the part of his 

#> j 

followers. He also tells them that a member who joins the Armed Forces Is 

f ' f . - 

not considered to be a member of the NOI while he is serving in the Armed Forces 




feit can. If he leads a righteous Hie after leaving the service, return to tfee NOI. 
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. ^ 4 *bopt film, made by Muhammad and currently be inf dhown at 

▼ari^rn temples throughout the country, M uhammad states: "Muslims do not 
register for the draft because they owe no allegiance to the Tfcited Sta tes 
Why should Muslims protect a country which does not honor them or their 
women, and in which the Muslims do not receive freedom, equality, wad 
justice?" 

Muhammad's ministers have also spoken against Selective Service. 
Oie advised his members to discuss Selective Service with him before 
registering because membership in the NOI entitled them to status as 
conscientious objectors. Another told his members that he would rather go 
to prison than fight in the "white man's army. 

NOI members are regularly being arrested for falling to register 
under the Selective Service Act. Recently several members, «g>on being 
arrested, said they "had no reason to register," as they were "registered 
with Allah." Muhammad's own son Wallace Is presently "free on bond pending 

appeal" of a three-year prison sentence for failing to obey his draft board's 
orders. 


C. Dogma To Be Accepted by NOI Members 

fa addition to the preceding doctrines and attitudes which ritual 
the beliefs or credo of the Nation of fa lam, consider the following dogma if-* 
or "facts" which NOI members are taught and expected to accept All of 
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the following excerpts have been taken 'from recent articles or 

and several of his more prominent ministers. 

"66 trillion fears ago the planet earth an d the moon 
planet." 

"One of our wise black scientists got angry sixty six trillion years 
ago and wanted to destroy everybody because he could not 
make everyone speak the same language. Be dug a shaft in 
the center of the heart of this planet, filled it with explosives 
and set it off thinking he was going to get rid of all of ns. 

He only blew it into parts; the part you call the moon was 
blown away and dropped all thfc water on thisside^* 


"The whole planet earth was known as Asia. The black man 
lived in heaven in the place called Mecca today. In those 
days there was no one in Africa until one of the scientists 
asked for permission to take his family into Africa so that 
they would be closer to nature. This is why you find the 
black man in Africa today." 


"Originally all people on the Barth were black; however, a 
man named Yakub took some brown people to an island and 
by a process of selective breeding, which took hundreds of - 
years, produced a man who had white skin, but who was 
weaker than the black man. He said that after the white 
man was produced that the black man chased him out of 
Asia, and into the caves of Europe. He said the white man 
lived in caves with dogs, and ate raw food. He said that after 
a time Moses was sent to teach the white man how to live, 

- but Moses found the caves so Arty that he could not teash 
the white man anything so Moses called together all Hie wise 
scientists - to produce an animal that would eat the filth of 
the white man. He said the scientists tried the dog, the 
rat, and the cat; however, none of these were suitable, and 
' they finally produced the hog, who is a combination of the 
rat, the dog, and the cat, and the hog cleaned up the filth 
^ accumulated by the white man." 
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"The pyramids were built by the black man. The white 
called this one of the wonders of the world. The white 
thinks It took us 300 years to build the pyramids but It realty 
took us only 30 years. We could have done It la 15 years 
but we only worked on the pyramids when we were on oar 
vacation." 


"Allah allows only a limited amount of time to any race to 
rule the earth and the so-called white race was given 
6,000 years to rule the earth which period expired In 1914. 

The white race is living on borrowed time and the reason 
God has not yet destroyed the white race is that Allah Is 
waiting until all righteous people (dark races) have had 
the opportunity to hear the truth as it is tau ght by Islam" 

"An angel, a human being, is flying in an airplane with a 
mission to give the people the last warnings which will 
be in pamphlet form. These pamphlets will be written 
(or printed) in two languages - Arabic and English - and 
they will be dropped from a terrific height over America, 
the only country that the Revelation is directed to. The 
everlasting Gospel,* which means, the last true warning 
to the so-called Negroes and foreign Muslims will take 
place between eight and ten days before the final day of 
destruction." 

"North America will be destroyed by short circuiting gr a v it y 
which would result in North America being engulfed in fire which 
would last for 300 years." 


"The vision of Ezekiel's wheel in a wheel is true If carefully 
understood. Ther ? is a similar wheel in the sky today which 
very well answers the description of Ezekiel's vision.... 
This wheel-like plane, Its like never before seen. You 
cannot build one like it and get the same results. Your 
brains are limited. If you would make one to look like St, 
you could not get it up off the earth into outer space. ; V 
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•Thepresent wheel-shapedplane 01 
Wun«e is one-half by a half-mile and is the largest 

mechanical man-made object in the *7» * * present 

Inman planet made for the purpose to IghlT 

—orId of the enemies of Allah. The cost to build 
plane is staggering! The finest 

tt. She is capable of staying in outer space six toteerre 
months st .toe without coming Into the esrth * 

K carries fifteen hundred bombing planes with most 
deadliest explosives. 

"The bombs are equipped with motors “d the tooghest of 
steel was used in making them. This steel drills and 
Skis the bombs into the earth at a depth of one mile and 
is timed not to explode until it roaches one mile Wathe 
earth. This explosion produces a mountataone mije^* 
not one bomb will fall into water. They wl ll^ll fall on 

cities.” 

"Allah has told Muhammad that He, Allah, will d estroy the 
wicked nation (white 

"The so-called Negroes should give up the slavemaster's 
name and religion and unite withteUm. 


"H they do not unite with Islam they win U ' <Je*troyed by 

Allah. He that wears the name of *J|* P4Ce 

shall be destroyed by Allah along witMh^>east. 



Additional ”facts” are included in the 



188008 for NOI members 


set forth in the Appendices. 
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APPENDICES 

The Nation of Islam utilizes several lessons which members 
are expected to study and learn. These lessons set forth additional "facta" 
which are supposed to clarify to the members their history and the history 
of their so-called religion. 

Each lesson is studied and mastered before proceeding to the 

next one. 



M STUDENT ENROLLMENT LESSON 

"1. Who is the original man? 

Answer: The Original Man is the Asiatic Black Man, Owner, 
Maker, cream of the planet Earth, God of the Universe and 
Father of Civilization. 

"2. Who is the colored man? 

Answer: The Colored Man is the so-called white man or 
Caucasian, Yacobs grafted devil, skunk of the planet Earth. 

"3. What is the population of the original in the Wilderness of North 
America and all over the planet Earth? 

Answer: The population of the Original Nation in the Wilderness 
of North America is a little over 17, 000, 000 lost-founds, plus 
2, 000,000 Indians making a total of 19,000, 000 and all over the 
planet Earth 4, 400, 000, 000. 

"4. What is the population of the colored people in the Wilderness of 
North America and all over the planet Earth? 

Answer: The population of the Colored People in the Wilderness 
of North America is 103, 000, 000 and all over the planet Earth. 
400, 000,000. 
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”5. 


What Is the square mileage of Earth, how much is land? How much 
is water? 

Answer: The square mileage of the Barth is 196,940,000 square 
miles. 57,255,000 square miles is land, 139,685,000 square 
miles is water. 

«6. What is the square miles of useful land used every day by the entire 
population of the planet Earth? 

Answer: The square miles of useful land used by the entire 
population every day is 29, 000, 000 square miles. 

♦*7. What is the square miles of useful land used by the Original Man? 

Answer: The square miles of useful land used by the Original Man 
is 23,000,000 square miles. 

”8. What is the square miles of useful land used by the Colored Man? 

Answer: The square miles of useful land used by the Colored 
Man is 6, 000, 000 square miles. 

»» 9 . What is the birth record of said nation of Islam? 

Answer: There is no birth record of said nation of Islam. 

f, 10. What is the birth record of said other than Islam? 

Answer: The birth record of said other than Islam is: Buddaism- 
approximately 35, 000 years old. Christianity—approximately 551 

years old." 
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" LESSON NO. 1 


” 1. Why isn't the devil settled on the best part of the Planet Barth? 

Answer: Because the earth belongs to the Original Black Man and 
knowing that the devil was wicked and there would not be any peace 
among them > He put him out in the worst part of the earth and kept 
the best part preserved for himself every since he made it. The 
best part is in Arabia at the Holy City Mecca. The colored Man or 
Caucasian is the devil. Arabia is in the far east and is bordered 
by the Indian Ocean on the South. 

" 2. Why did Moses or Mossa have a hard time to civilize the devil 
2000 B. C. ? 

Answer: Because he was a savage. Savage means a person that 
lost the knowledge of himself and who is living a beast life. Mossa 
was a half original man, and a prophet. Two thousand B. C. means 
before Christ. In the Asiatic world it was in the eleven thousand 
year. Civilize means to teach the knowledge and wisdom of the 
human family on the Planet Earth. 

"3. Why did we let half original man Columbus discover the poor part of 
the Planet Earth? 

Answer: Because the original man is the God and owner of the 
earth, and knows every square inch of it and has chosen for 
himself the best part. He did not care about the poor part. 
Columbus was a half original man and was born in Italy, which 
is southeast Europe. His full name was Christopher Columbus, 
and the place he discovered was North America. He found the 
Indians here, who were exiled seventeen thousand years ago 
from fodia. They are original people. 

”4. Why did we run Yacob and his made devil from the root of civilization, 
over the hot desert, into the cave of West Asia, as they now call it 
Europe? What is the meaning of Eu and Rope? How long ago? What 
did the devil bring with him ? What kind of life did he live and how 
long before Mossa came to teach the devil of the forgotten Tricknollegy? 
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tower: Beca.ee 

righteous people telling lies. Tb J Yacob was an original 

causing them to fight and kill on • taught the -devils to 

black man, and was the father of the devil. He umgm^^ ^ ^ 

do this devilishment. The rook H ._<» knowledge of 

Holy City Mecca. whlch meaj.8 wh«* m lound „ ran 

the original man first . We too k from them everything 

sssss«—- •* •••Kir 

Souaand a years t ^«*ani*ta | ie* 1 t*^“ >, '“^ 0 F^XC^t 

«»“i 5 »5 s Ss2S55!^ 

year one, fifteen thousand nineteen years ago, today. 

5. why did we take Jerusalem from the devil? How long ago? 

tower- Because one of our righteous brothers, *•'» “* pr “ phet 

was called Jebus, also Salem, and Ariel. We took me city irom 
the devils about seven hundred fifty years ago. 


8. Why does the devil call our people Africans? 


inflwer . To make our people of North America believe that the 
Xple o. ttat Sntinentto the only people they have and are au 
He bought a trading post In the Jungle of that continent, 
fk^frt^naf MOTle live on thlscontinent and they are the ones who 
?u»X«y from civilization and are living a Jungle life The 
XtoalXplecall this continent Asia, but the devils call It Africa, 
to fry to dMde Sum. He wants us to think we all to different. 
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”7. “Why does the devil keep our people illiterate? 

Answer: So that he can use them for a tool and also a slave. He 
keeps them blind to themselves so that he can master them. 

Illiterate means ignorant. 

H 8. Why does the devil keep our people apart, from his social equality? 

Answer: Because he does not want us to know how filthy he is and 
all his affairs, he is afraid because when we learn about him we 
will run him from among us. Socialist means to advocate. A 
society of men or groups of men for one common cause. Equality 
means to be equal in everything. 

"9. Why does Mohammed make the devil study from thirty five to fifty 
years before he can call himself a Moslem Son? And wear the 
greatest and only Flag of the Universe? And he must add a sword 
on the upper part of the Holy and Greatest Universal Flag of Islam? 

Answer: So that he could clean himself up. A Moslem does not 
love the devil regardless to how long he studies, after he has devoted 
thirty five or fifty years trying to learn and do like the original man. 
He could come and do trading among us and we would not kill him 
as quick as we would the other devils, that is who has not gone 
under this study. After he goes through with this labor from thirty 
five to fifty years, we permit him to wear our Flag which is the 
Sun, Moon and Stars. He must add the sword on the upper.part. 

The sword is an emblem of Justice, and it was used by the original 
man in Mohammed’s time. Thus, it was placed on the upper part, 
of the flag so that the devil can always see it, so he will keep in 
mind, that any time that he reveals the secrets. We gave him this 
chance so that he could clean himself up and come among us. His 
head would be taken off by the sword. The Holy flag of Islam Ir 
the greatest and only flag known. The Universe is everything Sun, 
Moon, and Stars. They are planets. Planets are something grown 
or made from the beginning, and holy is something that has not 
been diluted, mixed or tampered with in any form. 
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10. Why does Mohammad and any Moslem murder the devil? What Is 
the duty of each Moslem in regards to four devils? What reward 
does a Moslem receive by presenting the four devils at one time? 


Answer: Because he is one hundred percent wicked and will 
not keep and obey the laws of Islam. His ways and actions are 
like a snake of the grafted type. So Mohammed learned that he 
could not reform the devils so they had to be murdered. All 
Moslems will murder the devil because they know he is a snake 
and also if he be allowed to live, he could sting someone else. 
Bach Moslem Is required to bring four devils, and by bringing 
and presenting four at one time his reward is a button to wear 
on the lapel of his coat, also a free transportation to the Holy 
City Mecca to see brother Mohammad/*^^^^^^ 
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"LESSON NO. 2 

"l. Who made the Holy Koran or Bible? How long ago? Will you tell ns 
why does Islam re-new her history every twenty-five thousand years? 

Answer: The Holy Koran or Bible is made by the Original People 
who is ALLAH, the supreme being, or (black man) of Asia; The 
Koran will expire in the year twenty-five thousand. Nine thousand 
and eighty years from the date of this writing the Nation of Islam 
is all wise and does everything right, and exact. The Planet Earth, 
which is the home of Islam and is approximately twenty-five 
thousand .miles in circumference, so the wise man of the East 
(black man) makes history or Koran, to equal his home circumference, 
a year to every mile and thus every time his history lasts twenty- 
five thousand years, he re-news it for another twenty-five thousand 
years. 

"2. What is the circumference? 

Answer: 24, 896 miles Approximately 25, 000 miles. 

”3. What is the diameter of the planet? 

Answer: 7, 926 miles. Seven thousand nine hundred twenty-six 
miles. 

"4. What iB the total square mileage? 

Answer: 196, 940, 000 miles. One hundred ninety- six million, 
nine hundred forty-thousand square miles. 

"5. How much is the land and water? 

Answer: 57, 255,000 square miles of land. 139, 685, 000 square miles 
of water. 

"6. What is the total weight of our Planet? 

Answer: Sixty sex trillion tons. A unit followed by twenty-one 
ciphers. 
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*» 7 . How Cast does our planet travel per hour? 

Answer: 1,037 1/3 miles per hour. 

" 8. What makes rain, hail, snow and earthquakes? 

Answer: The Barth is approximately covered under water. 
Approximately 3/4th of its surface. Hie Sun and Moon, having 
attracting power on our planet while our planet making the terrific 
speed of 1,037 1/3 miles on its way around the Sun. The Sun 
draws this water up into the Earth rotation, which is called 
gravitation, in a fine mist that the naked eye can hardly detect. 

But as this mist ascends higher and increasing with other mists 
of water in different currents of the atmosphere until when she 
becomes heavier than gravitation, then she distills back to the 
Earth in the form of drops of water or drops of ice, which depends 
on how heavy the mist was in the current of air it was in; there 
are some layer or currents of air real cold and warm and some 
very swift and changeable so when the water strikes one of these 
cold currents it becomes solid ice in small round drops in form 
or in a light fluffy form which is called snow, but this water is 
not ever drawn above six miles from the Earth’s surface by the 
Sun and Moon; the reason it rain s back on our planet is because 
it cannot get out of the Earth Sphere with its high speed of rotating 
around the Sun makes it impossible. Earthquakes are caused by 
the Son of Man by experimenting on high explosion; in fact that 
all the above is caused by the Son of Man. 

" ft. Why does the devil teach the eight-five per cent, that a mystery God 
brings all this? 

Answer: To conceal the true God which is the Son of Man and make 
slaves out of the 85% by keeping them worshiping something he knows 
they cannot see (invisible) and he lives and makes himself rich from 
their labor; the 85% know that it rains, hails and snows also hear it 
thunder above his head. But they do not try to learn, who it is that 
causes all this to happen by letting the 5% teach them; he believes in 
the 10% cm face value. 







*’10. Who Is that mystery God? 

Answer: There Is not a mystery God. The Son of has 
searched for that mystery God for trillions of years and w as 
unable to find a mystery God. So they have agreed that the 
only God is the Son of Man. So they lose no time searching 
for that that does not exist. 

’ll. Will you set at home, and wait for the mystery God to bring you food? 

Answer: Emphatically No. Me and my people who have been 
lost from home for three hundred and seventy-nine years have 
tried this so called mystery God for bread, clothing and a Home, 
and we recieve nothing but hard times, hunger, naked and out 
of doors, also was beat and killed by the ones who advocated 
that kind of God and no releif came to us until the Son of Man 
came to our aid, by the name of our Prophet, W. C. Fard. 

"12. Tell us why the devil does not teach that? 

Answer: Because he desires to make slaves out of all he can. 

So that he can rob them and live in luxury. 

"13. What bring rain, hail, snow and Earthquakes? 

Answer: They continue daily, to teach the 85% that all this that you 
see such as rain, snow, hail> Earthquakes comes from that 
mystery God that no one will ever be able to see until he dies 
This is believed by the 85%. The 10% know that when man dies 
that he will never come back and tell the living weather he lied 
or not because the dead is never known to return from the grave. 

All the History of Islam never reveals anything that no man had 
ever been able to come back from a physical death. But there is 
a chance for mental death, because the lost found was once dead 
mentally and many of them revived from it. But they were not 
physically dead just mentally dead. 

’14. Who is the 85%? 

Answer: The uncivilized people, poison animal eaters, slaves from 
mental death and power. People who do not know the living God, 
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into the right direction. 


"15. Who is the 10%? 



poor lies, to Deiieve mat uic w . A __ 

Spook and cannot be seen by the physical eye. Otherwise known 


as the blood sucker of the poor. 


”18. Who is the 5% in this poor part of the Earth? 

Answer: They are the poor, righteous teacher who do not beUew 
in the teaching of the 10% and are all wise and taow who the living 
God is and teach that the living God is the Son of Man, the suprem 
being the (black man) of Asia; and teach Freedom, Justice and 
Equality to all the human fanily of the planet Earth, otherwise 
known as civilized people. Also is Moslems and Moslem Sons. 

"17. What is the meaning of civilization? 

Answer: One having knowledge, wisdom, understanding, culture, 
refinement and is not savage. Pursuit of happiness. 

"18. What is the duty of a civilized person? 


Answer- To teach the uncivilized people who are savage, civilization, 
righteousness, the knowledge of himself, the science of everything 
in life, love, peace and happiness. 


"19. K a civilized person does not perform his duty what must be done? 

Answer: If a civilized person does not perform his duty which is 
teaching civilization to others they should be punished, with a 
severe punishment. Ezekiel, Chapter 3, 18 Verse; St. Luke 
Chapter 12, 47 Verse. 
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f, 20. What is the prescribed law of Islam of said person of that ability? 

Answer: That the civilized person is held responsible for the 
uncivilized and he must be punished by the nation of Islam. 

”21. Who was the founder of unlike attract and like repel? 

Answer: An original man who was a scientist by the name of 
Yacob born twenty miles from the holy city Mecca, in the 
year eight thousand four hundred. 

”22. How old was the founder? 

Answer: When Yacob was six years old, while playing with 
two pieces of steel, he discovered one piece had magnetic in 
it and the other piece did not Then he learned that the piece 
with magnetic attracted the piece that did not have magnetic 
in it; then he told his people that when he was old enough he 
wc ild make a nation that would be unlike and he would teach 
them tricknolleged and they would rule for six thousand years. 

’U3. Tell us what he promised his Nation he would do? 

Answer: That he would make a devil graft him from his own 
people and that he would teach them how to rule his people for 
six thousand years. 

^4. What was his idea of making devil? 

Answer: It was predicted of him that he would make devil eight 
thousand four hundred years before he was born. So he was 
born with a determined idea to make a people to rule for six 
thousand years. 

”25. How long did it take him to make devil? 

Answer: Six hundred years he was in grafting devil, or ma king 
him from the black man. 


1 
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"26. What year was that? 

Answer: It was in the year eight thousand four hundred, which means 
from the date of our present history or Koran, or about two thousand 
and six hundred years before the birth of Prophet Mossa. 

* 

"27. What was the name of the place where he manufactures the devil? 

Answer: Pelan. The same that is called Patmos in the Rev; Chapter I, 

9 Verse; an island that is situated in the Aegean sea. 

"28. And what kind of rules and regulation Including all laws enforced while 
manufacturing the devil? 

Answer: Yacob first rule was to see that all his followers were healthy, 
strong and good breeders. If not, he sent them back. All that he found 
that was not good in multiplying and that they should marry at the age of 
sixteen. Next, Yacob gave his people the law on birth control to be 
enforced while manufacturing the devil. That was to destroy the alike 
and save the unlike which means kill the (black babies) and save the 
brown babies. This law was given to the doctors, the ministers, the 
nurses and the cremator. The doctors law was to examine all that 
marry and this was his law that anyone desiring to marry must first be 
qualified by the doctor, and in turn he qualified or disqualified them to 
the minister. The minister would marry only the ones that were unlike. 
The nurses law was to kill the black babies at birth by sticking a needle 
in the brain of the babies or feed it to some wild beast and tell the mother 
that her baby was an angel baby, and that it was only taken to heaven and 
some day when the mother dies her baby would have secured her a home 
in heaven. But save all the brown ones and tell their mother that she 
was lucky that her baby was a holy baby and she should take good care 
cf her baby, educate it and some day it would be a great man. Ail 
. nurses, doctors and ministers, Yacob put them under a death penalty 
to fail to carry out the law as it was given to them. Also, the cremator 
who would burn the black babies when the nurse brought it to him; also 
death for them if they reveal the secret. He also had other rules and 
laws which are not mentioned in this lesson. 
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”20. Tell us, why be was successful in all his undertakings? 

Answer: Because the people who were his followers obeyed Yacob 
laws. Reguardless what he told them to do, they did it. If not, 
they paid with their lives for every law they broke. Yacob did 
not build prison houses to imprison his people when one fell victim 
of the law; the penalty was death and was enforced on every victim. 

” 30. Tell us what and how the devil is made? 

Answer: The devil is made from the original people by grafting; 
by separating the germs. In the black man there exist two germs; 
one a black germ and one a brown germ. Yacob, with his law on 
birth control, separated the brown germs from the black man and 
grafted it into a white by destroying the black germ. After 
following this process for six hundred year6, the germ became 
white and weak and was no more original. Also by thinning the 
original blood it became weak and wicked and it is no more the 
same. Thus, this is the way Yacob made the devil. 

”31. To make devil, what must you first do? 

Answer: To make devil, one must begin grafting from original. 

”32. Tell us the mental and physical power of a real devil? 

Answer: The mental power of a real devil is nothing in comparison 
with the original man. He only has six ounces of brain, while the 
original man has seven and one half ounces of brain which are 
original. The devil has six ounces of brain. They are grafted 
brain. The devlPs physical power is less than one third that of 
the original man. The devil is weak bone, weak blood, because 
he is grafted from the original; therefore his mental and physical 
power is much weaker than the original man. 

"S3. What is a devil? 

Answer: A grafted man which is made weak and wicked, or any 
grafted live germ, from original, is devil. 
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"34. And can you reform devil? 


Answer: No. All the prophets have tried to reform him (devil) 
but were unable, so they have agreed that it cannot be done unless 
we graft him back to the original man which takes six-hundred 
years. So instead of losing time grafting him back, they have 
decided to take him off the planet, who numbers only one to 
every eleven original people. 


"35. Tell us the exact date of the expiration of the devil's civilization? 


Answer: Expired in nineteen and fourteen. 


"36. Tell us the exact number of years, months and days, of devil being 
birthed on the planet? 


Answer: Six thousand and twenty years. And seventy-two 
thousand, two hundred and forty-one months. Two million, one 
hundred ninty-seven thousand three hundred and fifty-on €? days, 
at the date of this writing (6, 020 years, 72, 241 months, 2, 197,351 
days) 


"37. Tell us what the devil teaches the eighty-five per cent that the God, 
is a righteous and unseen being, exist everywhere? 


Answer: ALLAH is God, in the Earth, and in the heaven above 
and is just and true and there is no unrighteousness in him. But 
is not unseen; is seen and is heard everywhere, for he is the all 
eye seeing. 


*38. Then, why did God make devil? 


Answer: To show forth his power, that he is ail wise, and righteous, 
that he could make a devil which is weak and wicked and give the 
devil power to rule the Earth for six thousand years and then destroy 
the devil in one day without falling a victim to the devil’s civilization; 
otherwise to show and prove that ALLAH is the God; always has been 
and always will be. 
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39. Now, tell us would you hope to live to see that the Gods will take 
the devil into hells, in a very near future? 

Answer: YES, I fast and pray, ALLAH. In the name of his 
Prophet, W. C. Fard. That I see the hereafter when ALLAH 
in his own good time takes the devil off our planet. 

40. What will be your reward in reguards to the .destruction of the devil? 


Answer: Peace and happiness. I will give all I have and all within 
my power to see this day, for which I have waited 379 years. This 
lesson No. 2 was given by our Prophet, W. D. Fard, which 
contains 40 questions answered by ELIJAH Mohammed, one of 
the lost found in the Wilderness of North America. February 20th 
1934." - 
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PREFACE 


A monograph entitled "The Nation ot Islam" Issued In October, 1960 ; 

examined the background, organization, activities, and violent nature ol this 

fanatical, all-Negro cult in the United States which is based on a distorted 
interpretation of the religious principles of Islam and is motivated by hatred 


of the white race. 

This new 
confidential sources 


monograph has been compiled from both public and 
to furnish additional information on this antiwhite group, 


which has received a considerable amount of publicity. Trials have occurred 
involving prisoners who claimed their religious rights were denied them during 
their incarceration; law enforcement officers have been harassed and assaulted 
by lawbreakers who claimed to be Black Muslims; and Nation of Islam (NOI) 
members have engaged in verbal battles, as weU as actual altercations, with 


former cult members. 

Even members of leader Elijah Muhammad's own family have 
condemned him. "Black Muslims, "since the assassination in February, 1965 
of Malcolm X, who was the dissident number-two leader, has become a 
familiar term nationwide to many who before had never been aware of the 
group. His murder has deepened cleavages and multiplied allegations. 
Resulting publicity created national interest that in part benefits the NOI. 







because this publicity tends to magnify the cult's position out of all 
proportion to its importance. 

The public news media generally refer to all Negroes claiming 
cult membership as Black Muslims, and this name apparently has been 
accepted by Elijah Muhammad and the NOI, but attention should be given 
to the fact that not all persons classified by the press as Black Muslims 
are actually members of the NOI. 

This monograph will clarify some of the distorted images of the 
cult and reveal the true consequence of this organization. 





SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 


A. Summary 

Elijah Muhammad has continued as absolute ruler over the Nation 
of Islam (NOI) since he assumed the title of the ’’Messenger of Allah” following 
the disappearance of the cult founder, W. D. Fard, in 1933. Elijah Muhammad 
formulates and approves all NOI policy and maintains complete control over 
all funds and properties of the organization. Although he still lives in a 
luxurious style, his empire has been shaken by recent publicity concerning 
his immoralities involving many of his young secretaries and by the defection of 

several members of the cult hierarchy. 

The expulsion in early 1964 of the former leading spokesman of the 
cult, Malcolm X Little, was the first outward sign of a growing dissidence 
among cult followers. Malcolm’s expulsion was followed by the defection of 
two of Elijah's sons and a grandson. All had been cult leaders and all made 
many virulent accusations against their former leader, who had preached 
morality and promised wealth and an independent, segregated paradise to his 
Black Muslim adherents. 

The last week of February, 196b, climaxed a hectic year kor 

The dissident Malcolm X was murdered on February 21 while standing to 
address a meeting of Negro nationalists in New York City. Immediately, 
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charges were made that Elijah had been responsible for this murder, and 
threats were made against Elijah's life. To further confuse the image of 
Elijah and his organization, a few days later at the annual convention of 
the NOI in Chicago, Elijah's dissident son Wallace apologized for his previous 
accusations against his father and was reaccepted into the NOI. 

At present, approximately 5, 000 cult followers attend meetings 
of the 37 numbered temples and 31 unnumbered groups, the majority of 
which are located in the East and the Midwest. Nearly half of the total 
membership belong to only six temples. 

Each temple is led by a minister, a Fruit of Islam (FOI) captain, 
and as many other, lesser officials as are necessary. Within each temple, 
the male members compose the FOI and the females compose the Muslim 
Girls Training (MGT). Both are operated under strict, military-type 
discipline. 


All NOI activities are keyed to the raising of money. Each 
member is required to contribute to several special funds of his temple. 

Each member's regular contributions vary among the individual temples 
from about $6 to $13. 50 per week and are used to operate the local temple 

and to support Elijah and the national headquarters in Chicago. Other 

revenue to support "the Nation” comes from bazaars and rallies, sales 
of the cult newspaper, and from the profits of businesses run by the temples. 
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Since a large share of the money raised by the individual temples is forwarded 
to the Chicago headquarters, Elijah Muhammad has amassed considerable 
wealth and property. 

Recently, Elijah inaugurated two new programs to which he requests 
his followers and other "so-called Negroes" to make contributions. The first 
is a ”3-Year Economic Plan" designed to collect money with which to set up a 
Muslim bank as soon as $1,000,000 has been contributed. His other program 
renews an earlier plan for an educational center to be built in Chicago. These 
new programs are given much attention in the cult newspaper- "Muhammad 
Speaks." 

Elijah's teachings had been carried in other Negro papers which 
accordingly cult members had been required to sell; then, in the Fall of 1961, 
Elijah decided to start his own newspaper. "Muhammad Speaks" was a 
biweekly tabloid until February, 1965, when it became a weekly. Every issue 
contains by-line articles of Elijah and his featured columnists on certain phases 
of Elijah’s teachings. Nearly everything printed in the paper tends to aggravate 
the soreness of race relations in the United States and throughout the world. 
Always, the white man is portrayed as the brutal oppressor and the black man, 
as the innocent victim. 

Elijah recognizes the importance of publicity and uses it to aid 
recruitment. In NOI member Muhammad Ali—heavyweight boxing champion 
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Cassius Clay--Elijah has a widely publicized athlete whose devotion to 
the NOI is exploited for recruitment purposes. Elijah also broadcasts 
on radio, and he has advertised unsuccessfully by means of cards on 
public transportation vehicles. 

During the past year, violence has erupted on numerous occasions 
between NOI members and "hypocrites," Elijah's term for dissident former 
members. Because of the many violent events of the past year, the security 
protection given Elijah, primarily ritualistic in the past, has become 
complete and serious. 

Though Elijah Muhammad publicly denies that he teaches or 
advocates violence or disobedience to the "white man s laws, a militant 
approach is actually pursued through obstruction of police and prison 
authority, excessively harassing demands for the "religious" rights of 
NOI prisoners, and deliberate violations of the Selective Service Act. 

B. Conclusions 

1 The apocalyptic religious doctrine that Elijah Muhammad, 
the self-proclaimed "Messenger of Allah, " espouses in the 
NOI is a distorted version of Islam. 

2. Eliiah's appeal to his Black Muslim followers lies not so 

much in the pseudo- Islamic religious aspects of his organiza¬ 
tion as iii his strong condemnation of white society. 

3 Because Elijah has been unsuccessful in recruiting educated 
Negroes to accept his teachings, the cult's future will depend 
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upon the success of his concerted appeal to the 
less-privileged Negroes who are dissatisfied and fru 
their lot in the United States. 

Elijah’s ambivalent teachings baffle his followers. In 
vows that the NOI does not advocate violence, while in cult meeting 
he preaches antiwhite, anti-Christian, and anti-Government conduct 
and threatens the "hypocrites. ” Violence has erupted m the Past and 
will continue as long as confusion, accusations, and doubts preva . 

The death of Elijah Muhammad would place the cult in a 
predicament. Elijah claims to be the last Apostle of Allah and has 

made no provisions for a successor; therefore ,not orovides 
opportunistic member who knows about the good life the NOI provides 

its leader undoubtedly would strive to supply his own 

cocted religious teachings" to justify assuming leadership of the 

Nation of Islam. 
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I. ROLE OF FBI 

One of the FBI's many responsibilities is that of investigating 


members of "basic revolutionary organizations or groups" who are dangerous 
or potentially dangerous to the internal security of the United States. 

Persons included under this responsibility are leading functionaries 
and active, militant members of the Nation of Islam (NOI), who because of 
their fanatical antiwhite and anti-United States Government teachings and beliefs 
would be potentially dangerous and likely to seize upon the opportunity presented 
by a national emergency to endanger the public safety and welfare. 

Therefore, the FBI must determine the identities, whereabouts, 
and activities of these individuals constituting a threat to the internal security, 
and must develop sufficient information and evidence to sustain appropriate 
action against such individuals or to control their movements and activities 
in the event of a national emergency. 
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n BACKGROUND OF NOI 

A previous monograph explained how the Nation of Islam 
originated as one of many militant and cultist groups which had arisen in 
the northern industrial cities of the United States following World War L 
Briefly, the NOI, known at various times as Allah's Temple of 
Islam and the Muslim Cult of Islam, developed in Detroit, Michigan, out 
of the teachings of one W. D. Fard. Fard was a door-to-door peddler in 
the Negro neighborhoods of that city. To stimulate his sales, he told his 
customers that his products came from their home country from which he 
also had come. His rather mystic personality apparently entranced his 
customers, and before long he was instructing small gatherings with tales 
of their "true origin." In this way, the tenets of the cult were developed. 
Little factual data was ever learned concerning Fard; and after May, 1933, 
when ordered by local authorities to leave Detroit, he dropped out of sight 

and no trace of him has ever been found. 

Following Fard’s disappearance, one of his followers, a Georgia- 

born Negro named Elijah Poole, assumed leadership of the cult. Poole 
explained that Fard had been Allah himself, had renamed him "Elijah 
Muhammad, the Messenger of Allah/'and had ordered him to continue 

teaching ’the lost-found black people in the wilderness of North America." 
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Elijah was active in Detroit until late in 1934, when, because of 
trouble with local authorities over the operation of the cult school, he moved 
to Chicago. There, he established Temple No. 2, which became and remains 
the national headquarters of the NOI. 

During the succeeding 30 years, Elijah Muhammad's teachings 
aroused the interest of many persons who joined the NOI. But Elijah's 
unorthodox approach and his demands for absolute control over the cult and 
its members disenchanted many after only short periods of membership. 

Still, the cult has a certain influence and a considerable following. There 
are now 38 numbered temples or mosques, one of which is inactive, and 31 
unnumbered groups in the United States. Most are centered in the Midwest 
and the East, with a few groups in the South and a few in the Far West. 
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MONOGRAPH DATA 


1. Title of monograph and date: 

2. Monograph recommended by: 

3. Monograph approved by: 

4. Purpose of monograph: 


,f Nation of Islam," May, W65. 


R. W. Smith 



To clarify the distorted 
image of this organization 
and to reveal its true 
consequence. 


5. Monograph is part of a series. 

6. Monograph will have current value as a reference work after a lapse of 
six months or a year. 




hi SIGNIFICANCE of noi 




A. Conditions in United S tates Affecting NOI^ 

What conditions prevail in the United States which aUow this 

unusual organization its present-day appeal and notoriety? Why is the 
NOI seemingly more important today than at any time in its history? 

Prominent Negro scholars point to a new assertive mood, 
frequently called VBlack Nationalism," rising among the Negroes in 
this country. But Negro leaders differ in their interpretation and use 
to be made of this mood. However, into whatever causes they channel 
this mood, all recognize one common concept-the American Negro is 
a group with a heritage of suffering, taking action to force the white 

majority to recognize and fulfill its legal rights. 

We observe this new mood in the actions and activities of the 

majority of the nonviolent demonstrations, such as school integration, 
voter registration, boycotts, et cetera, of the major civil rights organ¬ 
izations. The "Black Nationalism" of these civil rights organizations 
is expressed in their dedication to the integration of Negroes within the 

present framework of society. 

However, despite avowals of nonviolence, there has been a 

growing militant tone to the activities of the Negro rights movements. 
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Public attention, therefore, has been increasingly focused on the most 
unorthodox Negro organization--the NOI, or "Black Muslims, ” whose 
particular form of "Black Nationalism" expresses itself in open denunciation 
of the white race and constant demands for complete separation from white 
society. 

B. Changing NOI Tactics 

During the 30 years that Elijah Muhammad has been absolute ruler 
over the NOI, changing conditions in the United States have noticeably altered 
the emphasis he has placed on the various aspects of his teachings. This 
change of emphasis has not reflected a change of policy but has been merely 
a response to external pressures and realities. 

For some time, Elijah faithfully followed the original teachings 
of Fard, who preached that the black people of North America were not 
Negroes but were members of the lost tribe of Shabazz, stolen by white slave 
traders from the Holy City of Mecca many years ago, and that he himself 
had come to America to find and bring back to life his lost brethren, who 
must learn that they were the original people and must regain their true 
religion- - Islam. 

Elijah furthered Fard’s avowal that Christianity was a tool of the 
white man formed for the sole purpose of keeping the original black man 
enslaved, and that only through following the laws of Allah would the 
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original people return to the Paradise from which they had been stolen. 

Elijah indoctrinated his followers with the belief that the 
United States Government was of, by, and for the white man only, that 
the black people did not belong to America but were citizens of Mecca, 
and that, therefore, their allegiance belonged to the Muslim flag, which 
would give them freedom, justice, and equality, not to the American 
flag, which would bring them only slavery, injustice, and death. 

By 1958, however, fearing possible Government prosecution, 
Elijah ordered his ministers to temper their militant teachings. 

Though not making any fundamental changes, he de-emphasized the 
religious aspects of the cult and stressed the economic benefits to be 

derived by those Negroes who joined the NOI. 

During this same period, the NOI constantly emphasized the 
cult’s efforts in the rehabilitation of Negro criminals, dope addicts, 
and alcoholics, by publicizing those who had joined the NOI and had 
bettered their position in society. The former leading spokesman of 
the cult, Malcolm X, who was assassinated in February, 1965, had been 
instrumental in spreading the claim that the NOI had had phenomenal 
success in rehabilitating these Negroes. Malcolm, who publicly acknowl¬ 
edged that he had been a narcotics addict and a criminal before joining the 

NOI, was a dynamic and evangelistic type of speaker who impressed 
many Negroes in the United States. 
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Still another change of NOI emphasis resulted from the steadily rising 
influence of the present-day Negro civil rights movement This caused an 
increase of open NOI denunciation of other Negro civil rights organizations 
and the Negro Christian ministers who support them. Negro leaders of the 
civil rights groups are called by the Muslims "the blind leading the blind" and 
"puppets of the white slave masters." Negro Christian ministers are called 
"parasites living on the blood of their poor Black brothers," "tools of the 

white man," and "educated Uncle Toms " 

An alliance between the NOI and the Ku Klux Han (KKK) now and then 

has been rumored in the press. Again, a connection was reported following 
the rally in New York City on February 16, 1965, when the deposed Malcolm X 
charged that there was a conspiracy between these organizations that was not 
in the best interest of black people. " Malcolm's angry charge came just two 
days after his home had been damaged by tire bombs which he claimed were 

thrown on the orders of Elijah Muhammad. 

Malcolm’s charge of a conspiracy is not borne out by the facts. The 

NOI and KKK are mutually antagonistic on the race issue. The only aim they 
hold in common is complete separation of the races. Malcolm himself 
unproductive* negotiated with KKK leaders in January, 1961, for land where 
the NOI could set up its own businesses, commerce, and government. On 
another occasion several months later, the minister of the Atlanta Temple 
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attended a public Klan rally and his presence was acknowledged by the 
Klan leader. The NOI minister was merely an observer and took no part 
in the rally, following which, he told newsmen he did not approve of the 
Klan. Still later in 1961, Elijah Muhammad told a group of his followers 
tha t a representative of the KKK had asked to come to an NOI meeting to 
tell how they supported Elijah's work. Elijah said that "if they showed up 
they would be carried out." 

Not all NOI hatred is vented on other extremists, civil rights 
groups, and Christian ministers. The Communist Party and the Socialist 
Workers Party*are similarly denounced and avoided. 

Dissident NOI members have reported that Elijah has denounced 
communism on many occasions while speaking at temple meetings. Elijah's 
denunciations are echoed in the statements of his ministers. One NOI 
minister told his followers, "The NOI does not favor the communists and 
will not have anything to do with communism. Muslims hate communists 
worse than the white people hate the communists and Russia. Communism 
is no good for anyone. " 

Noncooperation with any group of white people is the Black Muslim 
rule. The NOI prohibits its followers from participating in or lending support 
to any organization or meeting which non-Muslim Negroes or white people 
sponsor. For example, an NOI minister on the west coast had agreed to 
*Designated as subversive pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 
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participate in a labor forum in May, 1964. When he learned that Clifton DeBerry, 
the Socialist Workers Party candidate for President of the United States, also 
was scheduled to speak at the forum, the minister asked NOI headquarters if 
he might still take part. Denial was immediately forthcoming, and the minister 


cancelled his appearance. 

C. Communist Interest in NOI 

The Communist Party, USA (CPUSA), while sympathetic to the NOI, 
has a current policy of advocating and supporting integration rather than 
segregation of Negroes and whites in this country. Ironically, the CPUSA for 
many years pursued an official policy of "self-determination," or a separate 
nation for American Negroes. In 1959, when the Party concluded that such a 
segregationist policy was inimical to communist interest in the civil rights 
movement, the Party changed its constitution. CPUSA spokesmen since that 
time have condemned the NOI and the former NOI figure, the late Malcolm X, 
as "ultrareactionary forces" among the Negro people, and once singled out 

Malcolm X as an ’’opponent of the Negro people. ” 

However, the Party has recently moderated its attitude toward the 

NOI, and communist spokesmen now usually refer to the NOI program as being 
somewhat "Utoptan"and "divisive." thus, not in keeping with communist doctrine, 
in this regard, the Party has stated that the NOI does not represent the large 
majority of Negroes in this country, who seek equality within the contest of an 


integrated society. 
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While the Party does express sympathy for the NOI on the grounds 
that the capitalist system in this country is responsible for the conditions in 
which a protest movement such as the NOI can arise, the Party insists, of course 
that only under communism will the Negro have full freedom. As a result, the 
Party is circumspect and has rejected a policy of active cooperation with the NOI 
In contrast to the CPUSA position is that expressed by one militant 
Marxist group, the Progressive Labor Movement (PLM),‘which follows a 
pro-Chinese communist line in this country. A leading figure in this movement, 
who was formerly in the CPUSA, stated after the Harlem riots of July, 1964, 
that the PLM was willing to work with any group in Harlem-Black Nationalist 

or Muslim included. 

Several articles with a pro-Chinese communist slant appeared in 
"Muhammad Speaks" in 1964. These articles were undoubtedly published 
because the NOI considers the Chinese people to be "brothers," inasmuch 
as they also are non-Caucasian. One of the articles, prepared by Robert 
Williams, a Negro extremist who fled to Cuba to avoid prosecution for kid¬ 
napping and who, in his speeches and writings, advocates violence in civil 
rights efforts in the United States, described his visit to Red China. He 
stated that the "American of African descent, whether he understands enough 
to appreciate it or not, is very fortunate to have the support of the Chinese 

people. ” 

♦Name changed to Progressive Labor Party in mid-April, 1965. 
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D. American Negroes' Re action to NOI 

A well-known Negro author has written: 'It Is an Interesting historical 

phenomenon that when a people reach the precipice of despair, there is so flftea 

in the bushes a savior-a messlah who promises to snatch them beck 

bom the edge ot the abyss and turn their grief into greatness." 

To some dissatisfied Negroes, Elijah Muhammad, the self-proclaimed 
"Messenger of Allah," appears to be this messlah. Describing in a speech to 
U» Angeles last summer the calamities which have befallen people to the 
Dnited States, Elijah asked, "Who can be saved?" Hi. answer was "the Muslim 


believers who faithfully followed and obeyed His Messenger... .The wisest and 
surest way to success is to unite behind me. I assure you that, with the help of 
Allah, you will accomplish your goals: money, good homes, and friendships to 

ill walks of life." 

Negroes living to slum conditions, hopeless and frustrated, feel 
‘ iijsh may be an answer to their many problems. These are the Negroes, the 
toss-educated and least-privileged, to whom Elijah directs his appeals. For 
these Negroes, the Muslim movement provides a means by which they can both 
release and control their feelings toward what they regard as a hostile white 
society. r Tha ritual, the fierce verbal attacks upon whites, and the display 
authority give a aense of power and adventure. From within NOI closed meetgg, 
the BlaetfMuslims hurl their imprecations, insults, and vague threats at tha| 
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distant white world, as they stand surrounded by other friendly bUek U'tonsrs. 
And the HOI movement's InsUtence that Negroes are the original people v 
" mus t stay among themselves" gives its followers a sense of security and 


even tranquility. 

However, with the exception of a few educators and businessmen who 
Joined the HOI for purely selfish, economic reasons, the bulk of the Hegro 
population shows little interest in the religious aspects of the HOI. Distinguished 
Hegro leaders on many occasions have soundly denounced the HOI with Its 
distorted version of Islam, which continually attacks all established toriitntto- 
the Hegro normally looks to for leadership. As a noted Hegro pMtor to 
Harlem warned, the teaching of the Black Muslims "to going to a eoot™*y 
to what we know to best. It wives no problems, but only begets greater 


antagonism." 

While the majority of Negroes to the United 8tates do not rush to 
Join the HOI, many seem to respect It. Among those who do not Join, «sw i 
participate to any criticism of It. Ihe Muslim advocacy of black supremacy 
arouses the sympathy of many Negroes. They silently applaud the bolA— 
of Elijah and his ministers, who openly condemn white people, this tops 
of racial pride which seldom find avenues of expression. 
Muslims' repeated appeals tor clean living, self-respect, and self-i 
tafepen&snt of the white community apparently have gained coosldei 
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respect among American Negroes. They approve of the way the Muslims live. ^ ^ 
Lacking knowledge of the complete teachings of the cult, some Negroes see the 
economic advantages only. Attracted by constant publicity abort the claimed 
rehabilitation of criminals, and seeing the many photographs of well-dressed 
ministers and members of the elite guard, Fruit of Islam (FOI), they are 
impressed with the apparent success the NOI has had in bettering conditions 
at these members. They feel that anything that could help the Negro must be 


food. 

Those Negroes who read the NOI newspaper, " Muh a mm ad Speaks," 
see in every issue a list of ten demands-"What the Muslims Want" The first 


three of these demands-full and complete freedom, equal Justice under the law, 
equality of opportunity-are fundamental principles which make up the American 
creed and are desired by all segments of our society. But other stated demands 
rt the Muslims include land for a nation of their own, exemption from all 


taxation, freedom from prisons for all Negroes, and so forth. These are 
Im practicable , but many uneducated Negroes cannot help being receptive to 
tome oi these demands. 

Also impressed by publicity on the NOI are Negro criminals serving 

In Federal and State prisons. They are a very receptive group, who see #£■ 

\ ^ - 

w -..- ictMt, within the prisons as an outlet for protest against their situation. 














With the attitude of what-have-1-to-lose, they hope that some benefits ,>•'' % 
might come to them by joining the NOL ■ 

*- . : . c 

For a multitude of reasons, there are American Negroes who 
sympathize with the Black Muslims or actually become loyal followers of 
Elijah Muhammad and his NOI leadership For those who join, "the 
Messenger's" word is law, and all who wish to remain in the cult must follow 
Elijah's strict discipline as imposed by his loyal ministers But this 
discipline has not been able to prevent trouble in the cult. 

Elijah's former leading spokesman, Minister Malcolm X, Elijah's 
sons Wallace and Akbar, and his grandson Hassan Sharrieff broke from the 
cult. From these former leaders, we heard Elijah called "a religious faker" 
and "a fraud" who pi emoted "concocted religious teachings." Another NOI 
minister who left the cult in disgust described the NOI as "organized like an 
army"--the members just "following along" trying to obey the strict discipline 
demanded by the higher-ups who are carrying on "one of the biggest rackets 
in the land " 

Who are these higher-ups of the NOI? What type of man leads this 
strange organization? 








IV. leadership 


A. National Officials 

Absolute ruler over the HOI Is the "Messenger of Allah,” Hlljah 
Uuhammad, the 67-year-old former BU)ah Poole from Sandersville, 
Georgia. He formulates and approve, all HOI policy and decisions, has 
th. -tire funds of the cult at his disposal, and possesses considerable 

valuable properties throughout the country. 

This small, frail, seemingly meek and humble man, who has 

S 0 ly a fourth-grade education, U a master at creating mood, myth, and 
mystery. Elijah possesses that "something" mentioned In an ...ay on 
Isaders attributed to General Charles de Gaulle, for "Allah's Messenger" 
^ms to understand that "there can be no prestige without mystery," 

«»t, "in the designs, the demeanor and the menUl operation, of a leader, 
(here must always be a 'something' which other, cannot altogether fathom, 

which puzzles them, stirs them and rivets their attention." 

Never appearing before the public without his black pUlbo* hat 

generously encrusted with Jewelled star, and crescent, Elijah seem, 
to have a touch of the patient Oriental In hi. face. He 1. not a dynamic 
speaker. In his public lectures, his rather rasping voice drones on In 
monotony : •** he seem, to know when to shake his audience Irdo 
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excitement Suddenly he will electrify them with a tirade against the T Vtrtte 

J* ^ 

devils, " the Government, or nonbelieving ''so-celled Negroes. 

From every speaker's rostrum on which be appears before the Public, 
Elijah practices brinkmanship tactics to the frenzied delight <* Us audience, 
some of whom frequently answer his veiled accusations with, "That's right” 
or "Praise Allah." They "get the message" even as be carefully refrains 
from specific language which could cause him to be arrested tor "incitement" 

or "advocacy. *' 

Financially and materially, Elijah has done well tor himself as the 
"Messenger of Allah ” With Us wife .Clara,and at times some of his sltf* 
children, Elijah resided for many years in a 19-room, elaborately furnished 
home in CMcago. Besides this *75,000 residence, he owns also other P~PW«e 
in and elsewhere In CUcago, an apartment building and a group of 

other buildings owned by Elijah are valued at more than *200,000. 

to 1961, claiming his continued asthmatic attacks made it necessary 
tor him to leave CUcago, Elijah purchased a *24,000 swimming-pool-equipped 
residence in Phoenix, Arizona. He had this house completely remodelled 
mid moved there in October, while Us wife continued to maintain the home in 
Chicago. Wanting more pretentious surroundings in Phoenix, EU^^a ? 

12- room residence built on adjoining property, into which he 
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January, 1964. This home and its furnishings are valued at approximately 

Ijf 

$100,000. Be retains the other Phoenix home as his office. 

Though the headquarters of the NOI remain In Chicago, Blijah spends 
most of his time in Phoenix, where he is served by a chauffeur, cook, and 
several female secretaries. Involvements between Blijah and several of his 
young, unmarried secretaries have resulted in considerable embarrassing 
pritticity to this leader of a cult that claims to have raised the morals of its 
members through its strong condemnation of adultery, fornication, lying, 


stealing, smoking, et cetera. 

to July, 1964, In Los Angeles, two of these former secretaries Bled 
paternity suits naming Elijah as the father of their children. One of them 
Claimed Elijah had fathered her three children and the other claimed one child 
ty Elijah. In Chicago, In July, 1962, two other former aecretarles caused a , 
much publicized Incident, when each of them left her baby on the front lawn of • 
dish's residence. Each claimed that Elijah had fathered her child and demanded 
that he continue support. 81nce 1957. several other young secretaries lays 
teen similarly involved with Elijah and have borne his children. The situation 


has become so notorious that members of some of Elijah’s temples Jokln^y 
refer to ti es one of the occupational hazards of serving as a secretary to 

SUjah's wife, Clara, bis daughters, and his sons have been aware 


EUjah’^peraonal misconduct for several years but because of their compl 

















economic dependence upon him have had no choice but to ignore his acttoas. . 
They have been completely engaged in and supported by HOI activities P' 
throughout their lives. Most of them have held some leadership position la 
the cult hierarchy and because of this have fared well economically--Elijah 
has been generous in supplying all their wants. 

Until the defections of Elijah’s sons Wallace and Akbar, and his 
grandson Hassan Sharrieff, the NOI hierarchy had predominantly included 
most members of Elijah’s immediate family. Still holding leadership positions 
are his sons Herbert and Elijah, Jr , and his son-in-law Raymond Sharrieff. 

Herbert, 36 years old, married, and having at least six children, 
has for years been considered head of public relations for the NOI and, as 
’’Muhammad Speaks” newspaper representative, he has travelled extensively. 
Since 1962, he has made four trips to Africa, one trip to Cuba and Mexico, 
and one trip to Jamaica. On each trip, he has attempted to improve the image 
of his father's cult and gain support of persons abroad for the NOL Herbert, 
like his father, has had an affair with an unmarried young woman who bora 


him a child and with whom he is constantly having trouble concerning support 

of this child. 

ptiipn, , M years old, married, with one 


-i.B sistsat supreme captain of the POI and has been enr-p 

bakery and grocery in Chicago for years. Elijah, Jr., 


failed to register |p 
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under the Selective Service Act, was arrested by the FBI, and later regiftcred. 
aa a conscientious objector; however, his local draft board advised he was act 
a cc eptable for military service as he was a "marginal literate. w There are 
reports that he heads a young "strong-arm group” of the FOl in the Chicago 
Temple, which has on several occasions assaulted and beaten NOI members 
who were being disciplined. 

Elijah’s daughter Ethel Sharrieff, 41 years old, married to Raymond 
Sharrleff, had three children by her first husband and two by Raymond. She is 
diabetic and highly emotional. For several years, she had acted as supreme 
captain of the Muslim Girls Training (MGT); but, according to her son Hassan, 
she was temporarily suspended by Elijah because she broke cult rules by 

continuing to contact Hassan after his defection. 

Elijah's other daughter, Lottie Fagan, 38 years old, and his other 

two sons, Emanuel, 44 years old, and Nathaniel, 40 years old, are still 
considered Muslims though they are not at present in leadership positions. 

' Raymond Sharrieff, 46 years old, married to his second wife, Elijah's 
daughter Ethel, is the supreme captain, of the FOL Raymond has been a Muslim 

for many years, and be served about two and a half yews in a Federal prison 




disciplinarian of the NOL Elijah depends mors euicI more upon •• 

acts also as Jl trustee for the NOL 
















The only nonfamily member among Elijah's national loaders Is 
John Simmons, known in the NOI as John All. He has been national secretary 
of the NOI since May, 1900, and his duties consist mainly of fund gathering and 

handling the NOrs financial dealings. He is 37 years old and is divorced. He 

has served in the United States Army, was employed as a part-time teacher, 
worked as an accountant, and has been an NOI member since 1954. Elijah's 
son and grandson, when they left the cult, advised that John Ali is an 
opportunist who is in the cult only for the financial opportunities and status 
he can maintain through cooperation with Elijah. Both claimed that he is 
completely untrustworthy, has misappropriated cult funds, and is "loose 

morally." 

B. Dissidents 

Though troubles have erupted among members of the cult on many 
occasions in the past, none had publicly involved the solidarity of the national 
hierarchy. Many people have wondered what caused the rash of defections 
and expulsions of former leaders of the cult during the past year. E would 
be difficult to state for certain, because it must be remembered that the 
dissident former members and leaders who later loudly condemned Elijah 

among his top supporters uu zecruiteis. 

But Elijah does have trouble in his "royal family." The first ^ 
outward signs of a growing dissidence were revealed after Malcolm X made 
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ft statement on December 1, 1963, characterizing President John F. Kennedy^ 
assassination as an instance of "the chickens coming home to roost. ** Be had 
told a cheering NOI audience in New York City that this did not make him sad, 
it made him glad. Elijah feared the publicity resulting from Malcolm’s virulent 
statements would present to a sorrowing Nation an image of his cult which 
might lead to trouble for him. A few days later, therefore, he announced that, 
because of Malcolm’s statements, he would not be permitted to make further 
public speeches. For a month, many furtive conferences were held between 
Malcolm and members of Elijah’s hierarchy. Differences became more pro¬ 
nounced, and in early January, 1964, Elijah removed Malcolm as minister of 
Temple No. 7, in New York City. Malcolm, on March 8, 1964, publicly 
ann ounced his complete break with Elijah and the NOL 

On many previous occasions, Malcolm had gloated over disasters to 
| shite people without incurring censure from Elijah for his remarks. For 
example, on the occasion of the crash of an airliner in France killing 120 
Georgia tourists, Malcolm spoke of the tragedy as ”a beautiful thing that has 
happened." There are indications that Malcolm’s remark made following the 
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'President’s assassination was not the real cause but rather the excuse for 


Eli 1 ah to expel Malcolm, 


who may have been acquiring an HOI stature that 


made Elijah jealous and uncomfortable. 














Over the years, the public press had devoted more and mows V 
coverage to Malcolm because of his violent denouncements of white peofls In 
his many public appearances-in speeches throughout the country, totag 
radio and television interviews, and in statements made to the press. 

More and more importance was attributed to his position in the cult--many 
articles reported that Malcolm overshadowed Elijah and was taking over the 
cult from Elijah, who was iU. This caused much concern to Elijah and 
members of his family. When Elijah was not able to appear at the annual 
Muslim convention in Chicago on February 26, 1963, and his place was tilled 
by Malcolm, Elijah’s family felt Malcolm was too ’’bossy” and was ’’grabbing” 
too much publicity for himself. Resentment and hostility toward Malcolm 
rapidly increased among various members of Elijah's family. 

About this time, Elijah's son Wallace, who had for a long time 
been considered "heir apparent” to his father’s position, was released from 
a Federal prison where he had been serving time for his Selective Service 
violation. Though Wallace was on parole and could not engage publicly In 
cult activities, it became obvious that his attitude toward Ms father end 
other cult leaders had changed considerably from his preprison attitude. 


Wallace, Si. ycaxs *ivCt <*.0 


second wife, had been 


educated at the cult's school, the University of Islam No. 8. long resided 

„ - 's* ' 

turElijah’s favorite son, Wallace had acted as a cult minister-at-large and 
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like other ministers had strongly supported all of his father's beliefs. In 
April, 1960, he was sentenced to three years for failure to report for hospital 
work as a conscientious objector. During the next three years, his father made 
unsuccessful court appeals to keep Wallace out of prison. Blijah claims to 
have spent about $20,000 in these court battles. On November 1, 1961, just 
three days before entering prison, Wallace married his second wife. 

According to Wallace, even before he entered prison he had experi¬ 
enced doubts about some of his father's teachings which he had felt were in 
opposition to orthodox Muslim teachings. Then, while serving his prison term, 
he had time to reflect on a statement made by the judge who had sentenced him 
concerning how he had been "dominated by his father." He claimed he also 
wondered about his father’s connection with Fard, who his father claimed was 
Allah but who, in Fard’s writings which Wallace had seen, had called himself 
the "Messenger of Allah." 

Upon leaving prison in January, 1963, Wallace said he attempted to 
clarify some of his doubts about his father and his teachings. He talked to 
other members of his family concerning his father's behavior but, he said, 
because of their complete financial dependence on their father, they did nothing. 

Though Wallace regularly attended NOI and FOI meetings is 

even teaching some classes at the University of Islam, he apparently stirred 

up much controversy concerning his father's activities, both nationally and ^ 
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in the Chicago Temple. By January, 1964, word had reached Elijah ttllt 
Wallace and Malcolm had talked together and with other* concerning BUjaWa 
relationship with his various secretaries and the misuse of colt funds hf 
Elijah and his hierarchy. For some time though, Elijah took no action against 


his son. 

Apparently, Elijah’s grandson Hassan Sharrieff was one of the cult 
members who were influenced by the swelling undercurrent in Chicago. Baaaan, 
during 1968 and until at least May, 1964, when he allied himself with Wallace, 
had regularly attended NOI meetings, acted as a lieutenant of the FOHn 
Muslim Mosque (MM) No. 2, and was manager of the MM No. 2 clothing store. 

In June, 1964, Hassan left no doubt concerning his feelings about 
his grandfather and the NOI. He went to the Chicago Police on June 28 
requesting protection for himself and his Uncle Wallace. He advised that, 
at a meeting of the NOI in Chicago on June 21, both had been denounced as 

r 

"hypocrites” and expelled from the cult for deviating from the teachings of 
Elijah. Because of this, he felt certain they would be attacked, as Hassan 
knew that other members had been disciplined by beatings delivered by Hie 
Chicago Temple’s goon squad. 

.July 8, 1964, announced the charges of corruption in the NOI brou^t^^^.V - 

both Wallace and Hassan. Hassan called his grandfather *a fake and aTrand.'**. 










B. also said, '1 am not referring to any single Individual's wrongdoing, or , 
corruption; I am referring to Mr. Muhammad and Us whole staff." Wallace 
agreed to the accusations against the Muslim hierarchy, tolling the paper, 

"Not only axe they true, they are mild- " 

Another son of Elijah, 25-year-old Akbar, was publicly denounced 

as a "hypocrite" in the January 1, 1965, issue of ■■Muhammad Speaks. •' Better 
educated than other member, of the family, Akbar graduated from a business 
ecbool in Chicago In 1858 and,since the Pall of 1961, taa been attending a 
university In Cairo, Egypt. Akbar's expulsion from the cult followed a visit, 
he and his Egyptian second wile and child made to this country during 
November, 1964. Elijah had expected Akbar, while here, to denounce publicly 
Wallace, Malcolm X, and other "hypocrites." Instead, Akbar told a Hew York 
newspaper that while he was In Cairo his eyes had been opened. He said his 
lather's "brand" of religion was "a homemade one with It. own tight rules and 
regulations that tend to stifle any criticism of Its leader." Akbar and his 

family shortly returned to Egypt- 

Elijah indeed has had trouble In his "royal family"! 

Further confusing the image of Elijah Muhammad and the HOI were 

._ Bn , c . r!ira „ ; (taring the last week of February, 1965. Following 

Malcolm's open break with the KOI In March, 1964, he was outspoken In his 
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opposition to Elijah. He formed two organizations, the Muslim Mo SQM, 
Incorporated, and the Organization of Afro-American Unity, which 1 m 
claimed would better serve the Negro nationalists. Some NOI members 
left with Malcolm and became members of these new groups, Itaring 
several extended periods in 1964, Malcolm travelled in many of the African 
countries. He returned, amid much publicity, to the United States late in 
1964 and impressed many with his new image. He appeared to have s o ft e n ed 
his violent statements although he still openly condemned Elijah and his call. 

Early in 1965, Malcolm began a series of rallies in New Tortc City. 
On February 21, 1965, just as Malcolm began to speak to a gathering of about 
400 Negroes, a disturbance started and several men ran toward the front of 
the meeting hall firing guns at Malcolm. He was slain instantly. Arrested, 
and identified by at least one witness as Malcolm's assassins were several 


Negroes who in the past had attended NOI functions. 

This eventful last week of February, 1965, ended with Elijah's 


dissident son Wallace making an appearance at the annual NOI convention at 
Chicago to ask forgiveness for things he had said about his father and the MOL 
Though, since his expulsion from the cult in June, 1964, Wallace had headed a 


CilS-B 


ident group cailed the Afro-Ascendant Upliftment Society, or the Uplift 

,p-v 'V 

Society, surprisingly Wallace was reaccepted into the NOI on the recommenda¬ 


tion of his father. 











The first week of March brought another surprising development. * 
As reported in the Chicago press on March 6, Hassan Sharrieff decided to 
"return to the fold.« At a meeting with his grandfather, Hassan* s plea for 
reinstatement was accepted. 

What the future holds for Elijah Muhammad and his organization 
cannot be predicted. Among the dissidents, Malcolm's following apparently 
is being taken orer by hi* hall sister, Mrs. Ella Collins; and, while the Uplift 
Society is now dormant, those who had followed Wallace cannot be pleased by 
his decisions. The many accusations against Elijah by Malcolm, Wallace, and 
Hassan will not quickly be forgotten. Feelings between present and former 
HOI members continue to be strained. 
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v. ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE 



A. National Headquarters 

Since 1934, when Elijah was forced to move from Detroit, the 
national headquarters of the cult have been at Temple No. 2, to Chicago. 
Muhammad'. Temple Ho. 2 ol the Holy Temple, of UUm or, as tt to 
j. .ometimes called, Muhammad's Mosque No. 2, to located at 5225 Hath - 

[ Greenwood Avenue, and adjacent to tt to the University of tolam *>. *, * 

at 5333 South Greenwood. In the basemertsof the.e building, are the offices 
of the cult'. National Secretary John All, Supreme Captain of the FOI Haymom! 
Bharrieff and hto assistant, Elijah, Jr., and their secretaries. Two 
Uries who handle incoming mail, filing, et cetera, are employed at EUJ^.'. 
iong-time residence at 4847 South Woodlawn. Headquarter, for the call 

, newspaper, "Muhammad Speaks, "are at 654 East 7»th Street. 


f. 
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B. National Membership 

Though the NOI has never published membership figures, estimates 
reported by the public news media have ranged from a low of 25.000 to a 

high of 250,000, with the number frequently put at 70, 000. Ml of these 

figures are grossly ,v 

After his defection, Elijah's grandson Hassan estimated toe total 

membership of toe cult as 7,000; and this figure approximate, toe eatlmtf. 
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made by the dissident, former HOI member from Boston. Aubrey Barnette, tn 
his article that appeared in “The Saturday Kvening Post," a February 27, 1265. 
According to the latest FBI information, these membership estimates are about 

2 , 000 too high. 

Concerning the NOrs membership, Hassan said no one in the NOI 
hierarchy had any positive idea of the actual number of members- As has been 
known by the FBI for years, the membership at any given time could only be 
estimated, as there is a constant influx of new persons, which is balanced by 
an egression of old members New people begin attending meetings on a fairly 
regular basis. They have their names entered in the "Book of Life," maintained 
in Chicago, and obtain their "X" names. But as new members enter into the 
cult's activities, many others at any given time are in various stages of disillu¬ 
sionment—they fail to attend meetings regularly, fail to make the required 
contributions, do not *cept the temple leaders’ discipline, and are soon com¬ 
pletely out of all the cult’s activities. 

Hassan has said that approximately 100 new persons a month join the 

Chicago Temple but that "members leave as fast as new ones join" and, the ref ore, 

for a number of years the total membership in Chicago has remained almost the 

same- Several years ago eue oi ~ *-• --.ecUng , 

Chicago Temple, complained that during the 1961 annual Muslim convention 

$00 persons "signed up" for membership but only five of them remained in the 


temple. 













C. Temples or Mosques ^ ^ 

Individual temples, or mosques, are located In various clttea 

throughout the United States, but all are under the complete dteciftlne «t 
the national headquarters at Chicago. Elijah has designated altogether 
38 numbered temples, one oi which has been inactive for several years. 

The 37 active numbered temples are attended by about 4,300 of the total 
of slightly over 5,000 members of the cult. Only six of these temples have 
, membership of over 300 members each These six temples are tomted 
in Chicago; Detroit; New York City; Washington, D. C.; Philadelphia; and 
Los Angeles Almost half of the NOFs total membership belong to these 
six temples. Six other temples have memberships of between 100 and 300, 
.ad all the rest (25 numbered temples) have less than 100 members each- 

several having less than 20 members each- 

About 750 NOl members attend the meetings of 31 unnumbered 

KOI groups in various cities in the country. Many of these groups are led 
by visiting ministers from nearby temples, who frequently are accompanied 
by members from their own temples in an attempt to stimulate interest in 

these neighboring cities. Meetings usually are held in small, rented rooms 
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MUHAMMAD'S TEMPLES Of ISLAM 



KEY 

• NUMBERED TEMPLES 

S'*?* 

o UNNUMBERED GROUPS 



NUMBERED TEMPLES 


1 DETROIT, MICH. 

2 CHICAGO, ILL. 

3 MILWAUKEE, ITS. 

4 WASHINGTON, D. C. 

5 CINCINNATI, OHIO 

6 BALTIMORE, MD. 

7 NEW YORK, N. Y. 

8 SAN DIEGO, CALIF. 

9 YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO 

10 ATLANTIC CITY, N.J. 
U BOSTON, MASS. 

12 PHILADELPHIA, PA. 

13 SPRINGFIELD, MASS. 

14 HARTFORD, CONN. 
if. A.TLArT&j Ok. 

16 GRAND RAPiLS, MCtl. 

17 JOLIET, ILL. 

IB CLEVELAND, OHIO 

19 DAYTON, OHIO 

20 CAMDEN, M. J. 

21 JERSEY CITY, N. J. 

22 PITTSBURGH. PA. 

23 BUFFALO, N. Y. 

24 REmOND, VA. 


25 NEWARK, N. J. 

26 SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 

27 LOS ANGELES. CAUF. 

28 SAINT LOUIS, MO. 

29 MIAMI, FLA. 

30 KANSAS CITY, 10. 

31 SOUTH BEND, IND. 

32 PHOENIX, AR1Z. 

33 GARY, IND. 

34 DURHAM, N. C. 

35 WILMINGTON, DEL. 

36 CHARLOTTE, N. C. 

37 AKRON, OHIO 


BIRMINGHAM. ALA. 
BRIDGEPORT, CONN. 

JACKSONVILLE. FLA 
PENSACOLA, FLA. 
EAST CHICAGO, WD. 
EVANSVILLE. KD. 
KHANAPOUB, HD. 


LOUISVILLE, KY. 

NEW ORLEANS, LA. 
MONROE, LA. 

FLINT, MICH. 

MUSKEGON, MICH. 
SAGINAW, MICH. 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 
PATERSON, N.J. 
TRENTON, N.J. 
PROVIDENCE, R. 1. 
ORANGEBURG. S. C. 
MEMPHIS. TENN. 
NASHVILLE, TENN. 
DALLAS, TEXAS 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 

... . ...i . i. WY-JU, i 

LYNCHBURG, VA. 
MARTINSVILLE, VA. 

NEWPORT NEWS, VA. 
NORFOLK, VA. 
NORFOLK-BERKLEY, VA 
PORTSMOUTH, VA. 
SEATTLE. WASH. 
MACKE, UK. 



















of these unnumbered groups show that only four groups have over 50 persons 
regularly attending. All of the 27 other groups have less than 35 members each, 
with many having less than 10. 

Most temples are located in the heart of the lower economic or 
deteriorating Negro neighborhoods. Except for the larger temples, very few 
are owned by the NOI and most are rented halls which are frequently on the second 
floor over a store or some other commercial establishment. The notable 
exceptions are In Chicago, the national headquarters, and In Washington, D. C., 

where the only NOI-built temple is located. 

It is interesting to note that half of the total Negro population of tike 
United States (as of the 1960 census) reside in the 11 Southern States which made 
up the Confederate States of the Civil War period. Yet, in this area, the NOI 
has only six temples and 17 small, unnumbered groups having a membership of 
only about 600 out of the total cult membership of approximately 5,000. Obviously, 
the NOI has made no great impression on the Southern Negro. 


D. Temple Officers 

The highest authority in an individual temple is the minister. He is 

appointed by Elijah and remains in authority only as long as Eiijan believes 
te is helping the cause Vhe iiiiuiste* ecnocu tue o*. 

and exhorts his group of Elijah's followers to contribute to the many collections^ 
taken for the support of the local temple and its officers and the national organism- 
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In the larger, established temples, the minister devotes Us MI j,. 
time to NOI activity and receives his entire support from donations made by 
the members of his temple: Usually, Us home or rented residence, Us aito, 
and all personal necessities for himself and his family are paid for by the 
various funds collected at Us temple. Those ministers in smaller temples 
with few regular members frequently must obtain some outside employment 
to supplement the assistance they receive from the temple. Mearly all 
ministers do considerable travelling. They make guest appearances at other 
temples to conduct meetings, or they lead delegations from their temples to 

attend social affairs and rallies at other temples. 

The most articulate and widely known minister, until his expulsion 
last year, was Malcolm X Little, of MM No. 7, in New York City. As chief 
spokesman and travelling representative of Elijah Muhammad and the NOI 
for nearly ten years, he had made numerous public appearances in lectur¬ 
ed debates before college forums, on radio and television, and through 
interviews given to the public press. A tall, well-dressed, SS-year-old 
former convict, he freely admitted having been a dope addict, numbers runner 

end burglar before becoming "rehabilitated" by Elijah Muhammad. Since Ms 

persoarJife? 

had Wen instrumental in the recruitment of many of the present ministers., 
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to examining the background, education, and peraonalltlaa of the 
elne moat publicized and active minister. (Including those from the si* landing 
temples), one notes a distinct difference In the type of minister active prior 
to Malcolm's rise to prominence and the type which joined the cult after X»53 

and rose to power, influenced and assisted by Malcolm. 

Four of the nine ministers had been members of the NOI prior to 
1853, Three of these became Muslims In the early 1940 s, and each served a 
prison term for refusal to register for the Army draft. Each had been a 

for years before attaining the status of minister. The fourth of these 
ministers was Malcolm's brother Wilfred, who, though a member of the NOT 
prior to 1953, had not yet risen to a leadership position He had earlie 
rejected for military service because of low mentality. Only one of these four 

ministers, whose average age is 43, completed high school. 

The remaining five of the nine leading ministers joined the NOI after 


Malcolm had become a leading official in the cult. 


All five had been either 


influenced by Malcolm to join the cult or had received his assistance in their 

rather rapid rise to leadership positions. All had a high school or college 

education, one being a Ph. D. and former college professor. These younger 
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Two of these live men were former entertainers, one a comic and one the 

tender of a group of calypso singers. The former college professor had 
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. tv. socialist Worker. Party, and then a 

been tort a member of the Bociaa 

„ of dissidents who broke off to form the Worker. Wo 

member of a group with the IfciB—• 

Party. Finally, rttercontact*with com, ^thTariedback- 

As might be expected, the many Muslim minister., with 

. ,a h „ prv U tUe control over them 

grounds, education, and experience, tabling the 

a. use a variety of techniques In maintaining the 

from national headquarters, use a ea cy BcooW 

Interest of their member, and in their averts for new —» 

Thpv deliver their messages sometimes In 
and the ward-heeling politician They de ^ 

ao4 .. RB «nd sometimes with rasn a» “ m '*—• 
a calm voice with unctuous earnestne 

moments startling their listeners. Anything goes, as long » ^ ^ 

inurest of the present followers of Elijah, gains new conve 
and keeps the donations coming into the temfde, many funds. 

Below the minister, the next highest authority 

• re.ro, the group within the NOI composed of the 

temple is the captain of the FOI, the group 

mbers Though answerable to the minister, the obtain - 

adult male me „ d u the leader of the temple'. 

responsible for discipline in the temp^ rece ives financial support 

*v.® ir.T*<?p : r temples, the captain freq . 

^ , ♦vavniRhed an automobile from the ui — —.* - ' 

, domineering men who relish the opportunity to command 

are usually aggressive, domineering .. f jl..,. 

-member., 
members. 
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THE MOST ACTIVE NOI MINISTERS 



Jeremiah X (Pugh) Louie X (Walcott) 

Philadelphia Boston 



John Shabazz (Morris) 
Los Angeles 



Bernard X (Cashmere) 
gan Francisco 



Lonnie 3X (Cross) Isaiah Karriem (Edwards) 
Washington, D. C. Baltimore 



James SX (McGregor) 
Newark, Jersey City, 
New Tork 



James 3X (Anderson) 
Chicago 



Wilfred X (Utae) 
Detroit 















Th. minister and captain are the Important officials In each temple, 
but frequently there are conflicts of authority between them. This became of 
sufficient concern to the national hierarchy that (hiring 1M2 Elijah ordered that 
Supreme Captain of the FOl Raymond Sharrleff maintain closer control over the FOl 
captains- Previously, the minister could appoint or remove his captain without 

consulting national headquarters. 

Trouble between the temple officer, leads to the development of factions 
in the temple. Some members support one and some the other leader to obtain 
favored treatment. Those members suffering most usuaUy Just drop out of the 
temple, but occasionally they form a dissident group and complain to the 
national officers. As a result, a national officer usually comes to the temple, 
questions the members, and decides what action Is to be taken. Sometimes the 
dissident members are expelled or, when the official believes the continuance 
of the temple Is endangered, one or the other offending temple officer is trans- 

ferred to another city. 

Other, lesser officials in the individual temples are appointed by the 

minister according to his need for assistance In conducting the activities of the 
temple. The female HOI members are headed by one of their number who U 

« . v *r «■/<"* •>•-<" .-A-'.- ? A. i'V y- 

called captain of the MOT. Both the BO' w^-r. cr- r r ■ • - ' : . • - 

many lieutenants assisting them as are needed, according to the stae 01 the 


v"../.'pS- 


membership^ Here again, there is no 


standardization in number of officers j&ygf 
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leB favoritism display** the 

in the various temp y , each capUin is * *" 

ridiculous sitostions si .UU gr-P - 

- — ’ Hit tempi* and made all °* - —~ 

twelve particular frien t # guard. " 

Ot.er members derisively ^ ^^s. instructors. U-P- 

aomt ' ea *” 

tors, secreuries, «tce . ^ ambitious young — 

also have assistant minister - ^ meet ings, a* Held 

occasionally allowed to lead po t mall group* <* P* 

an atumpt to bring in new converts 

*• IruSLoUelamiZOII ^ ^ §pecU1 ^te group witbin the 

The Fruit oi Islam ^ * e l^der*dp oi ^reme 

W l, composed oi the male -- ^ ^ f0I c apUi, «» 

Captain Raymond Sharneir m - ~ ^ 0 I der* 

f oi U organised and govern* by *, 

temple s T°1 . r ._,„ mlU tary organization. Begul«T. 

similar to the system m eng ages in group S*y»K» 


ip£--£ J 




yOI parties-- - , , 

l J„ e«f? Var^lS 

„«»«, -a ^ w- - e— *rj? 

#o«hful follower# of 







FRUIT OF ISLAM 



Elijah Muhammad (1) Arriving at Airport in New York and Guarded 
by Supreme Captain Sharrleff (2) and FOI Men 
























officials, these vigorous young men impart a crisply efficient tone to the meetings 
of the organization. They impress nonmembers of the Negro communities with 
the massed and ready power of the Muslim organization and the accomplishments 
they have achieved through faith in Elijah's teachings. But the FOI has other 
functions. 

Besides the protection of officers and property of the cult, the FOI 
enforces compliance with the many cult rules imposed on all members. 

Probably most important of these many rules is that every Muslim must sell 
the NOI newspaper, "Muhammad Speaks. " The FOI sees to it that the members 
fulfill their obligation to sell the paper. To discipline those members breaking 
the rules, as well as nonmembers who cause trouble for the cult, goon squads 
have been organized in some of the temples. These small groups of selected 
men, frequently led by former professional boxers, well-trained in karate and 
Judo, have been employed to threaten or, cm occasions, to brutally assault 
other Negroes. Charts have been used to show vulnerable spots on the human 
body, and instructors demonstrate the lethal blows that can be used, (toe 
instructor advised members of his group to "obtain salt brine" and soak their 
tends in it to toughen them enough to brosh rlsoho,. ^ 

The FOI Is deadly serious. In one temple preparing for a visit from 5 

•f "r* • • - 

Elijah, the captain told the FOI to "be more like soldiers” and not to be smiling • 
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„ „u -I want you to look like killer.. 
ril the time. He said, l"*’” 

to puy. We win Protect the Messenger ht * «•* " ^ ^ 

r z JZU, 

f 18 to 25 years old, about six feet tall, with good 
One consist, of men close-cropped 

1 w health These men, smooth-shaven an 
and in excellent h ^ ^ public events. 

.. ft ttired in dark suits, act as hono guard 
hair, and neatly attireo in «« ^^rallv 

t ”“ ’ Z- ™<“■— <■ 

groups. 

F- MusUmOi£llI»j£^^ tlon of the FOI is the NOT. 

Similar to the mUitary-type organiaatlo 

«. nm Girls Training (MGT), sometimes 
female counterpart called the Muslim Girls Tr ng 

to by the female members as the General Civilisation 

” ,e . .^u^nants as are necessary, this group eng^es 

by M» <*#** 5 ". <or hU female followers. 

./.iivitles Eliiah believes necessary 

to the many sc calisthenics, and other subjects, 

v classes in homemaking, hygieni , 

They have classes in no constantly 

- language. They are 

_inntf lr?ose*'aitting 

■ they musv we«a *on»>, - >v . 


rich ts Muslim 

urged to be "prop 


^ed to be "proper*, - —- 

. white robes, Hal shoes, and no lipstick nn 

-’" 8 ^dreas They are eapected to .mrchmie their 

i white shawl-type headdress, wy 
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MUSLIM GIRLS TRAINING (MGTl 



"Properly Dressed" Sisters ot NOI 
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„ *. df. Chicago clothing tore, at price. u»toy higher ton at otter 
m »u it. activities, to MGT is under to same strict discipline trom it* 
superior officer a* i* the TOL And, lilte to FCt, it has * Junior MOT °i girl* 

under the age of 16. 

G. Schools 

Two school, are presently being operated for NOI children, to 
University of Islam No. t, i» Detroit, a* to University of Islam No. >J» 
Chicago. Actually, neither is a university. The one in Detroit is atten by 
.tout 125 student, in grades one through nine, and the one in Chicago ha. to 
*00 students to includes high school subjects. Few stay to graduate, lb. 
University of Islam No. 2 graduated in February, 1964, only four from high 

school and seventeen from the eighth grade. 

Christine X Johnson, director of the Chicago school, said in a 

recent issue of •'Muhammad Speaks" that the pito.e of the NOI schools is, 

tosides teaching the re^ar academic subjects, educating "the children of 

Muslims in to knowledge of self, through the history of black men from 

ancient times to to present." She described how to stool, turn their boy. 

4.4 <w*oiUc-ent well-mannered, disciplined 
and girls ’’into self-respecting, intelligent, we 

wnue this seems commendable, those inside the movement to- the 

reel purpose is to indoctrinate the students with Elijah's teaching while toping 
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them ignorant of American history and government and out of contact 



with the **white devil” children. It is known that NOI schools have many 
problems of discipline, many students being suspended and others dropping 
out because of pregnancy. 

The Chicago and Detroit schools have operated since the middle 
1930's, but over the years they have not been without their problems with 
education and health officials. During 1963, the Illinois Legislature 
considered a bill concerning control of certain schools, specifically aimed 
at control of the Muslim school; but. although it passed the senate, it failed 
to get through the house. 

Other temples, on occasions, have attempted to start schools 
but to date have been unsuccessful. Several temples do operate one-day-a- 
week classes for NOI children, and others have some form of an adult 


education program. 


For several years after 1958, there were numerous requests and 
much publicity regarding donations for a proposed large NOI educational 
center in Chicago. Though Chicago authorities blocked this building 
program several years ago, Elijah has recently inaugurated a new program 
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to all "so-called American Negroes" to contribute to the MM Ho. * 
educational fund. Elijah feels this center would assure the "so-called Negroes" 
d his desire to give them "knowledge of self. ” 
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vi. resources 


¥ 


A- Sources of Income 

•The prime wore, of funds for national oblls^oo. come from the 
Muslims' charity," National Secretary John All frequently reminds the members 
to utters to the KOI temples throughout the country. "Muslims’ charity" 
certainly begins at home, for John Alt. eolidting cult funds, demand, thri 

members "should forget their rent, bills, wives and children, a. when the 

nation needs money you must give.” Charity actually implies ~d. art. 
benevolence and good will to the poor and suffering. But, if "Muslim charity" 
reaches the poor and needy, Elijah Muhammad must exercise the benevolence, 
,or he controls Ml the resource, of the cult and cannot, himself, be .rid to 

be suffering from lack of material things. 

Other revenue to support "the Nation" is raised by member, at 

bazaars, rallies, atti dinners arranged by the various temples, through sales 

of the cult newspaper, and from the profits of finesses operated by some 

of the temples. 

* U significant that every activity of the NOI is keyed to the 

raising of money. Those activities which do not produce the desired profit 
are abandoned and new activities are then stressed. 
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1. Funds 

K „ ry member of the NOI is required to male regular weekly eo*rt- » « 
tatioe. to numerous .pedal food. collected to e»ch temple. Blooey coUedrt to 
of these funds U e.nt directly to Chicago for u« of the nMional or«m.l»«oo: 

- 65rthe 

«—■ -a Rtasssaasswaa: 

national Security Fund-For the defense of Bhmllm. involved In 
trouble with the Uw 

. _ a fri" which Is presented to Elijah at the 

8 ‘ Vi0r '‘ ^Vo—”Ud £>* each y«r. 

whose birth date 

Elijah claims was February 26, 1877. 

other funds are used for the expenses of the Individual temples. 

Though the needs of the particular temple determine the number of special 

j tot,, required, the following have been customary in various temples: 

i Administration Fund-For salary and expenses of the temple minister. 

Rent or Mortgage Fund-For payment of temple rent or mortgage 
payments. 

General Treasury Fund-For general expenses of the temple. 

School Fund-For operation of school or special classes at the temple. 

• Transportation Fund— For operation of autos used by temple officer*^ 
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In addition to these regularly used funds, special collections at£ 


frequently taken for specific incidental purposes. For example, wh ^ 
attends an NOI rally put on by a certain temple, the members usually mut 
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provide extra funds to ewer his expenses. Often, when a temple officer 
needs a new car or some extra item, the members must make a ddition al 
contributions. 

The contributions demanded from members vary in indivkhial t emples 
from about $6 to $13.50 per week. Of course, not all members can meet these 
demands and this is a frequent cause for ridicule of or disciplinary action 
against the delinquent member. 

NOI rules, which ministers constantly stress to members, include 
fasting on certain occasions, reduction of regular meals to one a day, and 
the nonuse of tobacco, liquor, and drugs. Ostensibly, these rules are for 
improving members’ health, but one wonders if there also may be an economic 
reason behind these regulations made by Elijah. In their constant requests 
for contributions, ministers remind the members that Muslims who eat 
only one meal a day save $730 per year more t han Christians who eat three 
meals a day; that, by following the rules against smoking and the use of 
liquor, they can save additional hundreds of dollars a year: and that, therefore, 
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it should be no hardship for them to make their weekly duty contributions 



or their annual Savior's Day gifts. 
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2. Cult Newspaper 

While serving »s their main propaganda organ, the coif, weekly 
newspaper, "Muhammad Speaks, - is mother money-making enterprise. «* 
captains regularly emphasise to members that "the number-one progr«t 
selling the newspaper " Though the number to be sold varies in indivi^ 
temples, each FOl member is required to purchase and resell irom 50 
copies o, each issue of the paper. Contests are held by the various temple. 
Z- ~ made up to cover certain areas of each city and prises are awarded 
to top salesmen. A winning team of two young salesmen ot one temple sold 

! 800 copies ot a particular edition Currently, the paper is running a 

* „ who "circulates" the most cult papers 

nationwide contest in which the Winner, who Circula 

hetore dune 80, 1965, is promised a new 1965 automobile. 

Sales by the NOT. unpaid "newsboys" plus income from advertis ng 

. atelv $30 000 from each weekly edition ot Muhamm 
net the cult approximately ^ u > uw 

Speaks." 

3. NOI Businesses 

Meet of the larger temples of the cult operate restaurants, grocery 
or meat stores, clothing stores, or service-type enterprises; and. hi nearly 

an areas where the cult is active, many additional businesses are own,. 

, Because these businessmen derive most of 

and operated by cult members. Because 

advertising space 


and operaveo -- 

is m »mbers they buy advertising space 
. - sales to other cult members, \n y j 

their income from saies w w*. 




■ ~ 


* v 


- 45 - 














In the N01 paper. Then, reaping double benefit*, the cult demand* »l***bl* 

contributions from these business owners. 

Elijah constantly preache* that his follower* *hould trade only 

with other Muslims and stresses the importance he place* on Muslims' 
developing their own business enterprises completely separate from the 

white society. 

Despite Elijah's emphasis on members’operating their own 
businesses, the cult's many rules restricting its members make the 
successful operation of a business very difficult. The member who owns 
a business, just as any other member, is required to attend cult meeting* 
several nights a week and on weekends and is expected to sell his quota 
of the cult newspaper. For a cult member whose establishment should 
*tay open evenings and weekends, these requirements cause him a loss 
of income. Additionally, many of the businessman'* customer, are 
cult members who frequently buy on credit. This further restricts 
the businessman's income because, as mentioned earlier, members 
are advised to pay their cult dues before paying their bills. 
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4. Public Activities--Bazaars and Rallies 



Other favorite fund-raising activities of the NOI are rallies and ; 

bazaars held by the various temples during the year. 

Amid much publicity, bazaars are supposed ’to focus public attention 
on the economic potential of the Negro community by displaying the wares, 
products, and services of Negro txxsinessmen." Some form of musical entertain¬ 
ment is provided, and the Muslim minister and some Negro celebrity usually 
appear as speakers. Of course, admission is charged, and refreshments aid 
craftwork are sold. Heavyweight boxing champion Cassius Clay, known in the 
cult as Muhammad All, is a great drawing card for the NOI and has appeared at 
bazaars in New York, Boston, and other cities. 

Individual temples also hold rallies at which Elijah or some other 
member of the national hierarchy usually delivers the main speech. Risloads 
of cult members from nearby temples attend these rallies, and visiting 
ministers precede the main speaker to "warm up” the crowd with praise of 
Elijah. Collections are taken from those in attendance, and frequently the 
host temple arranges a dinner where those in attendance may purchase meals 
following the rally. 

The most important public rally of the cult is the annual convention, 

called the Savior's Day convention of the Muslims. The 1965 convention was 
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Chicago Coliseum. As at all Muslim rallies, after passing through fh» 
searching procedure, die visitor entering the hall was met by Muslim 
guards holding out buckets for contributions. Elijah appeared and spoke 
on only two afternoons, the 26th and the 26th. On Saturday afternoon, the 
27th, a Unity Bazaar was held. This is a regular event of each annual 
convention, but for this bazaar there was featured a special boxing 
exhibition by Cassius Clay. "Muhammad Speaks" had announced that 
tickets would be on sale at cult business places for **< 10 nations" ra ngin g 
from $10 for ringside to $1. 50 for third-balcony seats. Clay’s scheduled 
second exhibition that day was cancelled for an undisclosed reason. 
Frequently, these Muslim bazaars fall short of the claims set forth for 
them in advance press notices. 

On the last afternoon, the 28th, Elijah spoke before about 9,000 in 
the hall which could bold 7,500. Because of Malcolm's assassination a few 
days earlier, violence was expected, and one former Muslim was beaten and 
forcibly ejected just before Elijah was to speak. The United Press has 
reported that Elijah's rambling speech lasted over three hours and that 
"even same of his devoted followers were leaving the Chicago Coliseum as he 
droned his way through the last hour. " Concerning the contents of Elijah's 

speech, the United Press reported that it "ranged from economics to moon 

. .. . 

flights, from Islam to short skirts on women, and from the threat of death^ 
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to men on Mart. He confided that 'Allah takes pictures of people on Mart. 
They're tall and skinny, they're about seven to nine feet tall, not intelligent 



at we are.The 1965 convention was no glowing success. Attendance at all 
functions was considerably less than at previous conventions. 

B. Wealth 

At previously mentioned, all NOI funds and property are under the 
complete control of Elijah Muhammad. Although most real estate it owned in 
the names of various temples, members of Elijah's family, or the Progressive 
Land Developers, Incorporated, Elijah, as the "Messenger of Allah" and 
absolute ruler of the NOI, makes or approves all decisions involving the 
financial policies and holdings of the entire cult. 

In recent years, Elijah apparently obtained professional aid to protect 
Ms real-estate holdings. The Progressive Land Developers, Incorporated, was 
organized in January, 1963, "to own, operate, manage and maintain, subdivide 
and otherwise develop and promote real-estate business. " Officers of this 
company are FOI Captain Raymond Sharrieff, MM No. 2 Minister James 3X 
Anderson, and John Hassan—Raymond Sharrieff s cousin and an old-time member 
who has no authority but whose name is frequently utilized in the cult’s financial 
transactions. The title to many of the recent real-estate acquisitions of the - 


has been held in this corporation's name. 
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For many years, the KOI transacted all of its business In 

^ Y •* 

but, since late 1961, the national organisation and several of the indmdull 
temples have utilized banking facilities. Claiming to be a religious body, 
the national organization opened corporate accounts, both checking and 
savings., in the name of "Muhammad’s Temple No. 2 of the Holy Temples 
of Islam." During the 26 months prior to August, 1964, nearly $1,750,000 
passed through these accounts. 

The Chicago Temple also utilizes individual savings accounts 
for each of the various funds to which members of MM No. 2 donate money 
for temple expenses. Many other temples also maintain savings accounts in 
their home cities for temple funds. 

Elijah and his wife. Clara Muhammad, have personal accounts in 
banks in Chicago and Phoenix. Rumors have circulated that Elijah and his 
wife have also secretly deposited funds in foreign banking institutions. 
Foreign deposits could have been made by Elijah’s wife and some of his 
sons who in recent years have made numerous trips outside the country; 
however, there are so many ways by which funds could be sent out of die 
country secretly that it would be virtually impossible to prove this allegation. 
C. "Muhammad’s 3-Year Economic Savings Plan’’ 

Many persons over the past few years have credited the Black f. ‘ 
Muslims with helping American Negroes to better themselves through th®T. 
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various NOI programs. One of these programs which the NOI has proudly 
advertised in its newspaper and by signs on public transportation vehicles 
is "Muhammad's 3-Year Economic Plan. " This so-called self-help savings 
plan deserves close examination. 

Elijah Muhammad began laying the groundwork for his new savings 
bank program in two articles on economics which appeared in the July 3 and 
17, 1964, issues of "Muhammad Speaks. " In these articles, Elijah renewed 
his often - repeated claims that "the white man's time is growing shorter" 
and that "Christianity has never been able to produce f he right leadership for 
our people--and never will. ” He again berated the "black man in America 
as "a people who do not want to accept their own responsibility, who are 
"begging and praying to the white man to accept you. " Elijah complained that 
"it is difficult to plan an economic system for a people who are subject to the 
whim of another people. You are limited in your jobs, salaries and income 
by the white man. But you can still learn not to be reckless and wasteful 

spenders." 

Elijah advised his readers, "You can save hundreds of millions of 
dollars--even billions-if you would accept the right economic program and 
stop using things which destroy your health, such as tobacco, which doctors 
warn us can cause cancer. X-rays are known also to be dangerous and produce 
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cancer.... Scientists now warn you against gazing into TV sets for any 
long length of time, because this can produce cancer in the body. " 

Elijah warned, "The only salvation for you and me now is in unity 
and being under the guidance of Allah through his Messenger and His program 
for us all. ... Our problem is to be solved by a divine solution of Allah's 
Messenger. Follow me and live. Reject me and die as people without 
the help of God and friend." 

The first public announcement of Elijah's "divine solution" appeared 

in the August 28, 1964, issue of the cult paper. Large headlines proclaimed, 

"Muhammad Calls for--3-Year Savings Plan for Negro. " The article by 

Elijah contained the following excerpts: 

'1 appeal to all Muslims, and to all the members 
of the original Black Nation in America, to sacrifice 
at least 5 cents from each day’s work to create an 
'Economic Savings Program' to help fight unemploy¬ 
ment, abominable housing, hunger, and nakedness 
of the 22 million Black People here in America who 
continue to face these problems. " 


"Send your 25 cents every week to Muhammad's 
Mosque No. 2--Chicago, Illinois. This 25 cents 
will be banked until we have a million dollars to 
begin building a banking system. ’’ 


"Let the entire nation sacrifice... " 
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"As soon as we have enough finance in our bank to 
purchase farm lands sufficient to feed the 22 million 
black people, we will build storage warehouses to 
store our produce for the necessities of life for 
our people." 


"Please respond and help yourself. Each and everyone 
of you will be sent a receipt which will be recorded 
in our books for the Muslims' Three-Year Economic 
Program for the Black Nation in America. You will 
be receipted for every penny you sent to this office, 
which you will keep as your record. " 


"I await your response. " 

The next issue of "Muhammad Speaks" contained another article by 

Elijah in which he claimed great progress with the "3-Year Savings Plan. 

Following are excerpts from this September 11, 1964, issue. 

"This plan has been accepted by both Muslims and non- 

Muslims_Let us continue this most essential work: 

give all we can and stop buying that which we can do without. 

"I am asking that we (the whole nation) sacrifice for 
the next three years, and when we get enough in our 
bank we will put it to work to make more money...." 


,r We would like to raise at least $500, 000, 000 in the 
next three years. If all would contribute willingly 
and honestly all that they could to this economic plan 
... . we would soon have billions...." 
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"There are millions of your dollars lying in the 
white man’s banks, doing nothing for anyone.... 


"I am appealing to you--each and every one of the 
22 million blank people of America--to send every 
penny, nickel, dime, dollar, hundreds of dollars, 
thousands of dollars, and millions of dollars that ^ 
you can spare to this ’Three-Year Economic Plan; 
MUHAMMAD'S MOSQUE NO. 2--5333 South Greenwood 
Avp. --Chicago. Illinois 60615. ” 


" When our mark of one million dollars is accomplished, 
we are going to build a national reserve bank for the 
black people of America. ’’ 

To the casual observer, this program may appear plausible. But using a 
little arithmetic, we find that before Elijah Muhammad could accomplish his goal of 
*1,000, 000 to open the national reserve bank, he would need considerable help from 
non-Muslim Negroes. For, il every one of his known active followers faithfully 
contributed the 25 cents per week which Elijah has requested, it would take over 

15 years, or well into 1980, to collect that amount. 

Even more unlikely of accomplishment is his proposal to raise 
$500, 000,000 in the next three years. To reach this goal, well over 12 million 
persons would have to contribute 2b cents every week for the next three years. 

Could it be that a friend of the NOI applied some arithmetic to Elijah- s 
••divine solution" and pointed out its inconsistencies? At any rate, there appeared 
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in the September 25, 1964, issue of "Muhammad Speaks” a coupon to be clipped, 
signed, and mailed to the Chicago headquarters of the "3-Year Economic Plan. ” 
In fine print was the pledge: 

”1 am going to enclose 50£ with this coupon, and every 
coupon hereafter that is printed in this Newspaper... ” 

Soon issues of the paper contained more than one coupon. The 
November 20 issue had five. Perhaps it was felt that if "every coupon" was 
forwarded to Chicago,Elijah’s proposed bank could be started earlier than 1980. 
D. Educational Center 

Elijah Muhammad apparently desires to initiate programs frequently 
to show his earnestness in aiding the "so-called Negroes" in America. With 
his "3-Year Economic Plan" under way, he has renewed an earlier plan for an 
NOI educational center to be built in Chicago. 

This earlier proposed center was announced in 1958. In the following 
two years, Elijah's constant appeal for contributions began with $3, 500,000 
and grew to $20, 000, 000. Though land was purchased in Chicago, it was 
condemned later for city use by the Chicago Park District, and the NOI was 
compensated for its return. Whatever funds were collected in this two-year 
drive never have been publicly accounted for. 

Now, Elijah has revived his drive for a new educational center. In 
January, 1964, the cult newspaper began the campaign with articles and drawings 
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Proposed Educational Center 



















( ) 


regarding the proposed center. The plans are even more extravagant than the 
earlier ones; however, this time Elijah does not set a figure for the amount 
he needs before beginning the project. Each issue of the paper requests ’’all 
so-called Negroes” to "send your contributions today to: Muhammad’6 
Mosque No. 2 Educational Fund. ” 
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VH. recruitment and membership procedures 

A. Recruitment 

The most successful recruiter for the Black Muslims over the past 
few years had been Malcolm X. Due to the rising interest in the Negro rights 
movement, Malcolm’s outspoken attacks on white society, widely publicized 
in the press, aroused the curiosity of many American Negroes. These people, 
therefore, were in a receptive mood when approached by Muslim recruiters 
"fishing” for 'lost-founds' to "come to Muhammad's temple and hear our 

minister tell you of our program for the so-called Negro. " 

All temples require their FOI men to "fish" throughout Negro areas 
prior to the Sunday, public'NCI meetings. Frequently, this is done in areas 
where Negro Christian churches hold their services. FOI men, while hawking 
the cult newspaper, also urge Negroes to visit open temple meetings. But 
strict rules forbid these recruiters, or any rank-and-file Muslim, to engage 
in discussion of NOI teachings with non-Muslims. Only NOI ministers and 
national officers trained to promote Elijah's version of Islam are permitted 
to teach the 'lost-founds. ” 

During the Spring of 1964, the FOI captain of one of the leading NOI 
temples discussed "fishing" procedures which he said Elijah wanted followed. 
He said Elijah was interested in the ’trashy" or indigent-type Negro rather 


- 57 - 






( 


( i 


than the ’’elite” or ’’snooty” ones. According to this captain, Elijah was 
interested in dope addicts, prostitutes, thieves, gamblers, and drunkards. 

His technique apparently is to offer to society’s black rejects the organiza¬ 
tional apparatus of the NOI. Believing these social outcasts will be shunned 
by other Negro leaders, Elijah hopes to impress upon them that he is interested 
in their rehabilitation. After considerable experience, Elijah knows the 
unintelligent Negro is more apt to follow cult teachings . 

To date, Elijah has had little success in recruiting educated 
Negroes, whom he calls ”white folks loving” Negroes. He expressed his 
feelings toward them at an NOI rally in Detroit in May, 1964. He said, 

’’College people think their education will save them. Negroes are ignorant 
even though they attended college because they do not have a knowledge of 
themselves. They will be destroyed because of their ignorance and 
stubbornness. ” 

Cult ministers and other leaders recognize that the constant 
turnover in membership requires constant recruiting efforts. One extreme 
measure used in Chicago over the past few years has been the cult’s effort 
to interest various Negro youth street gangs in NOI membership. NOI 
recruiters, taking advantage of a gang member’s penchant for militancy, 
approach a youth and remind him that the NOI basically is fighting for the 
same objective as the gang, that is, Negro supremacy; and, whereas the 
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gang is small, the NOI is great and would welcome these youths. As additional 
enticement, recruiters promise the gang member he will receive judo and 
karate training as a member of the cult. Chicago Welfare authorities, who have 
closely followed this recruitment activity, report the Muslims have had no 
apparent success. Gang members, when introduced to the religious aspects of 
the cult and the discipline demanded of members, after only a few meetings 
lose interest in the NOI. 

The cult newspaper, M Muhammad Speaks, " and Elijah's exploitation 
of famous Negro athletes are other approaches to recruitment which will be 
discussed later in this monograph. 

B. Membership Procedures 

The "lost-found” Negro who has been "steered" into the temple by 
NOI recruiters is met there by a well-dressed, polite FOI guard who takes the 
visitor’s name. The guard explains to the visitor that before entering the meeting 
room he must be searched. Following a frisking, the visitor is seated near the 
front of the hall, facing the minister. Much of the minister's message is 
directed to him and his fellow visitors. Guests are always pressed to return 
to the next meeting. 

After the initial visit by a "lost-found, " the follow-up methods of the 
various temples may be slightly different. However, all temples continually 
urge nonmembers to "unite with your own kind. ’’ Those who express a desire 
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to learn more of the NOI are considered "registrants. " They receive a 
certain amount of instruction and are furnished a letter which they must 
copy in their own handwriting and send to Elijah Muhammad’s Chicago 
address. This letter is the sender's application for membership and 
closes with the statement: ”1 desire to reclaim my own. Please give 

me my original name. My slave name is... " 

Usually, the registrant must wait several weeks before receiving 

an answer from Chicago. If he made no error on his application, he is 
notified he has been accepted for membership and his name entered in the 

’’Book of Life. ” 

It is explained to the registrant that the ’’so-called Negro, 
during the centuries he was in slavery, lost his original name and was given 
his master's surname. When the registrant becomes an NOI member, his 
’’slave" name is dropped and he is given an X (meaning unknown) until his 
"true" name is given back to him. When entered in the "Book of Life," 
the first James was James X; the second, James 2X; and so forth. 
Members with a common given name are now being given "X" names in 
high numbers, such as James 78X, John 57X, and Charles 37X. 

But how he receives his "true” name, if ever, is somewhat of a 
mystery to even the NOI member. Hassan Sharrieff, in his letter of 
resignation from the NOI, denounced his grandfather Elijah and complained 
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rtout his flagrant injustice with regard to assigning "true," or original, names 
to his followers. Elijah never did favor certain old faithfuls with any but an 
, y , auae, Hassan said and added his observation that these slighted Muslims 
were those who achieved no material gain or fame m Elijah's eyes. Although 
Hassan recalled that Elijah had said he could not give out these names, that it 
was up to Allah, he noted that Elijah's favorites, such as his personal secretaries, 
National Secretary John Simmons (John All), and Cassius Clay (Muhammad All), 
the heavyweight boxing champion, received their "true" names quite early. 

Clay learned of his while he was listening to a radio broadcast. He commented, 

"I am honored. " 
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VIE. PUBLICITY 

Elijah Muhammad fully understands that wide publicity is extremely 
necessary for the continuation of the NOI. Though he and his ministers 
appear before the public frequently to promote NOI teachings--on radio and 
television, at rallies and feasts, and at the annual conventions--Elijah has 
} long felt the written word could reach "so-called Negroes" who would not 

! 5 attend public functions. Also, he has not overlooked the fact that this method 

! ; of spreading his "message of Truth" brings in considerable revenue. 

I i 

A. Publications 

Beginning in early 1956, Elijah arranged for a column, under his 
by-line, entitled "Mr. Muhammad Speaks" to appear regularly in the weekly 

Negro newspaper, the Pittsburgh "Courier. " Immediately, selling papers 

l 1 became one of the most important of the cult's programs. In temples 

i i 

| throughout the country, NOI members were given quotas for the number 

■ of these papers they were required to buy and resell. By the Summer of 

1959, however, Elijah’s attempts to dictate the paper’s policy caused a 
conflict with the publisher, and his column was dropped. The NOI then 

switched its hawking activity to another Negro weekly, the Los Angeles 
"Herald-Dispatch, " which also had been printing Elijah's column and other 

NOI news. 
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By the Fan of 1961. Elijah and some of Ms Merarchy decided they 
* "made money for several other papers, now we will mahe some Mroor- 

.elves. "in October, 1961, they Mred the "CMcago Defender" to pr 

first issue of their new paper, "Muhammad Speaks." Soon alter, the us^ m 

, es a rotary press and issued their own paper once a month until 
bought themselves a rotary pres 

196 2 when they changed it to a bimonthly. Since February , • 

jdy, 1962, when ftrft ^ ^ w centt 

"Muhammad Speaks" has been issued wee y ^ t0 20 cents 

per copy, but the price was raised to 16 cents in January, 1962, and 

over the years, other Negro newspapers have intermittent^ printed^ 

... wv Tpiiiah and other cult members 

, ,K»r„it as well as columns written by Eltian ana o 

caused considerable trouble. 

But Elijah's dictatorial attitude and demands 

. u........ — 

1 u)l . ... ,-Mcaao has been fairly consistent in 

struggling Negro weekly published 

Prior to its NOI association, this small paper, 

running Elijah's column. Prior to its Not 

.alter was published under another name and supported 
edited by a former waiter, wa pu 

leftist doctrines 



trines* Jf _ 

, . t ..., lni cl newspaper published by Muhammad s 

^Muhammau 

. . 24 tn 28 ^ 


^Muhamtnau ^ 

h No 2 at 634 East 79th Street, Chicago. Generally 24 to 28 pages m 

tosque No. , 

suDerior to the average Negro paper in layout and 
»ngth, this paper is superior to 
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technical quality. Large headlines in unusual combinations of black 
and white lettering on a shaded background streak across the pages. 

Since mid-1964, more and more pictures have been printed in color. 

On the front page of every issue, an article by Elijah Muhammad, 
usually accompanied by his photograph, dramatically sets forth some 
phase of his teachings. Very often, also appearing on the front page 
is either a large picture or a drawing which emphasizes racial strife, 
police brutality, or some form of violence against the black man. Through¬ 
out the paper, nearly everything printed tends to aggravate the soreness 
of race relations in the United States and around the world. Always, the 
Vhite man is portrayed as the brutal oppressor and the black man as the 
innocent victim. One- or two-paragraph news articles and filler-type 
inserts printed throughout the paper follow this same line. Some of the 
articles are dated, but many are not. The time element is not important. 
One recent issue contained six filler inserts, all of which referred to 
Negro slave revolts in the United States during the 19th century. 

To emphasize the progress of the black man through following 
Elijah's teachings, many articles describe the achievements of members 
who operate their own businesses. Each issue of the paper also contains 
a section called ,f What Islam Has DoneFbr Me. ” Therein, various NOI 
members relate the circumstances which led them into the cult. In all 
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Typical Front Pages of Cult Newspaper 
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cases, they tell how they were unhappy, destitute, and without hope but how, 
after becoming followers of the "Messenger of Allah," they are happy, their 
economic status has Improved, and they have a purpose In life. 

Many photographs and pictorial sketches are included throughout each 

issue of the paper. A typical issue contained five pictures showing Negroes 
being beaten by white police, two cartoons depicting the Negro bemg threatened 
by whites, a large photograph of a sobbing Negro mother whose son had been 
slain in a riot, and one of a Negro male victim of a beating by white youths. 

Interspersed with these pictures of white violence are many news 
pictures of Elijah, Negro leaders of emerging African countries, smiling and 
happy NOI members, and prominent Negroes-both Muslim and non-Muslim. 
The back page of each issue has a photograph of Elijah, and the rest of the page 
is devoted to "The Muslim Program. " This consists of the list of 10 items 
entitled "What the Muslims Want" and a list of 12 items entitled "What the 


Muslims Believe. ” 

Considerable advertising appears in each issue of "Muhammad 

Speaks. ” The paper regularly carries classified advertisements placed by 
businesses operated by the various NOI temples and by individual NOI members 


In addition to -coupons soliciting future classify ^vCa 

are printed. Readers are thus enticed to clip and mail these coupons, indi¬ 
cating thereon that they wish to contribute to the "3-Year Economic Plan, - 
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or desire to subscribe to -Muhammad Speaks," or perhaps want to 
purchase books and other products for sale by NOI shopkeepers. 

Regular features of the paper are columns by Tynnetta Deanar, 

Harriett Muhammad, and Abdul Basit Naeem. Who are these featured 
columnists ? 

Tynnetta Deanar, in late 1959, was a young, light-skinned, 
unmarried Negro girl who became a secretary to Elijah Muhammad and 
soon began writing a column entitled "Women in Islam. " In her column, 
Tynnetta forcefully echoes Elijah's teaching that the Negro woman should 
completely disassociate herself from the customs and practices of the 
white woman, that the white race is "the real enemy of our people, " 
and that the black people must develop strong "racial pride and solidarity. 

What Tynnetta advocates, however, is not what Tynnetta practices. 
Since serving as a secretary to Elijah, she has taken two vacations, once 
travelling to Cincinnati in 1960, where she gave birth to a baby girl, and 
again to Albuquerque in 1964, where she gave birth to a baby boy. This 
young Negro columnist, who so strongly advocates pride of race, listed on 
the girl's birth certificate that the baby was white, that she herself was 


white, and that the allege 


allered father was white. 
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^ MUHAMMAD STEMS 

The Messenger of Allah Presents 

The Muslim Program 


| What the 1 

| Muslims Wont | 

k tkl M«4 

w k. th« vliui »M tik blacks. IV M- 


j. W« vut freedew. 


t W « want >•*** -d*r 

to, to* w* waat )•***« %fp**+ *n**u 7 to 
A regardless* creed #f duiHetor. 

ft. W« want **•*»♦? to 
^ equnl to seetety wttt lk« 

Mto V e*rttt>«4 a^toty. 

SwTtoavw*. to he allowed to eateWtoha m*- 
my atoto «r territory to ttoir •*i-*ttVr m 
^ aSSLJiVW*ker* We better. «hat 
mm tii nr ton autcn art iWlfikt to pr»- 
^ |»4 that tV area ■** ** '* r * 

*, w4 mte* rally rteb We believe that swr 
tormer tovt aaton are to a»k- 

toto ato aaatoy anr >eH> to this ac^araie tor 
JZrJtertoTrtXt to to » year^tffl *. are 
ito to FtoKt kV n»HT «f *♦«' 

*e eannot gel along with them to 
■aace art tonality after firing them MO 
mji ct onr nreat and blood and receiving to 
Mtore some to the worst treatment human be- 
toga bar* rrer experienced, wt beltevv o*r 
aoetribatioos to tola land and Ibc suffering 
tore*! upoo to by while America, Justine* our 
fr» complete separation to a state or 
torritory of our own 

ft Wa want freedom for all Believers to 
K.m ocw held to federal prtoona We want 
freedom for alt black men and women now an¬ 
ger death sentence to innumerable prtooci to 
•m North as well as the South 

We want every black man and woman to 
ton toe freedom to accept or reject being 
papa rated from toe slave master * children 
gtod astabUah a t>,w| of their own 

W« knew that the aV»t ptaa far toe atoa- 
toi to tW black u4 white ewaftlct la toe best 
Md mky aanrcr to the preblew be twees twa 


». M tn ■icranry text boohs and equipment, 
•cbooto and college buiVdtng* Tj* 

toeir people in toe **F el rtgbteoutoiesi. em- 
eency and self reaped 

to we belfTre that ttieftorrlMt e* nee 
totxtng should be prohibited W* want toe re* 
Iftfton of Islam taagbi without blade ranee or 
Mppreaaton. 

These are some ?f toe things tost we. tot 
llpUmi, want for oar people to North A inert- 


| Whof the I 
I Muslims Believe f 

1. WE BEUVVE to to* Oae 0*4 Wbsse 

prop e r Name Is Ailuk 

ft. WE KUffC to the H#ty Qer-mm and 
to toe Seriptore* «T all the fTepb*to d Oed. 

ft. WE tcuerc to the truth at the Bite*. 
h«t we believe that ft has bees tampered with 
Ml ant be retotrrpreted a* torn mankind 
wW net be snared by toe l alae b a a ds that bare 


g. Ws want an immediate spd to fee po- 
See brutality and mob attacks against to* so- 
toQed Negro throughout the United States 

W« be Here that the Federal government 
toouJd intercede to see that black men and 
tried to white courts receive Justice to 
accordance with the laws of toe land—or allow 
m kc build a new nation for ourselves, dedi- 
■atod Vo JwUct. freedom and liberty. 

1. Am long as we are not allowed to ea- 
tohttoh a state or territory of oar own. we de- 
—^ kX only equal JonOcr under tor Uws of 
toe United Stales, but equal employment op- 
portpnlttea—NOW' 

W« do not believe that after 400 yean er 
free or nearly free labor, sweat and Wood, 
which has helped America become rich and 
powerful, that so many thousands of black 
should he.Ye tc subsist oc relief, charity 
ec bve to poor bouses 

t, Wu «tjx 1 the govt-nsmed of the United 

©Sates to fcierupt cklt people from ALL tnsa- 
Ss«a as long as w« are deprived of equal Jua- 
bM under the laws of the land 
. ft. Wt want equal education—but separate 
sthnoto pp to M fbr boys and l> for girls on 
toe eoodKkm that toe girts be sent Vo women s 
daUegee art uMveramea W« want all Mack 
children rt*ntrt. taught and trained by toeir 


g. we ftCUIVC to Allah's Prophets art 
tot Scriptures they brought to tor people 

f. WT BELIEVE to toe resurrection of 
toe dead—not to physical resurrection—but to 
menial reaurrecuoc W» believe that toe ao- 
eslled Negroes are moat to need of mental 
ruturrecUoc. therefore, they will be resurrect¬ 
ed first 

Furthermore, we believe we are the peo¬ 
ple of Ood'a choice, as it has been written, 
mat Ood would choose toe rejected art toe 
••spued We caa find no other persons fit¬ 
ting tots description to to ear last day* more 
ta.ft U* mxalled Negroe* to America We 
believe to toe resurrection of the rtgfrVoo* 

g. WE BEUEVI to the judgement, we 
believe this first judgement will take place as 
Ood revealed, to America 

T WX BELIEVE tots Is toe time to his¬ 
tory for toe separation of toe m«sUed Ne¬ 
groes art the so-callad white Americana W« 
believe toe black me o should be freed to name 
as well as to fact By this »« mean that he 
should be freed from toe name* imposed upon 
him by hi* former alave masters Name* 
which identified him as being the slave mas¬ 
ter's slave We believe that If we are free to 
Seed, we should go to our own people s names 
—CM Mach peoples of toe earth 

ft. WE BELIEVE in Justice lor an. wheth¬ 
er W Ood or not. we believe as otoers. that 
we are due equal justice as human betngi We 
believe to equality—as a nation—of equals. 
We do not believe that we are equal with our 
stove nssun to toe status of “freed slaves “ 

We reeecntee art reeiHMrt Americas e*tl- 
TCrjy* als gt^ejsles tjswi rwj^c-ri 

&-v,@&r U wv iie ii j#rrr» tkia as ti«u. 

ft. Wt BELIEVE that the *««r af totejr* 
Bee la hypecrlttcal art is mad* by the** wtoe 
are trylag te deceive the Mack peeyln tote b* 
Bsvteg that their 4bS-y«ar-^d s^ce eaemles 
w fr**d«n. jMtin art equality are. all ef a 
•rtdes their •‘♦rteads.*’ Further me re. we be- 
ttove tout seek deceptt** to toteadrt to pre- 
east Mack pcepftc frwm realtolag that the Bane 
la htotery has arrived tor the seperattee tvwm 



HenorabU Elijoh MuKommod 


gio. they can prove It by dividing op America 
with toeir slaves 

We do not believe that America win rrer 
he able to furnish enough Jobs lor bar own 
pmw^. of ^employed, to addition to Jobs Cor 
toe ft0.M0.B00 black people as well 

IB. WE BEUEVC that we who declared 
(paraelves to be rlgbteoas Muslims. Mould not 
participate tn wan which take the Hve» of hu¬ 
mans We do not believe tots natioc should 
force m to take part tn such wars, for we 
have nothing to gain from It unless America 
agree* to give «* tb* c-?crsjpvry territory 
«c may have sosnciAUiig tc- fight for 
U.. WX BELIEVE wir «oca^c should fee 
inspected »J.x& prcfeectrt aa th-s women oi other 
BationailUes are respected art protectee 

IX. WE BELIEVE that ASak (G^!) ap¬ 
peared to the ran ee ef Master W. Fard Ms 
hemmed, lely. !»•: the toegawaited **Mee- 
m eh” af the Chrtotiaaa art the M Mah« M stf 
to* Meal!ats. 

We batteve further art lastly tout Aftab to 
Oad art besides HIM there to ae Oed art Be 
wto bring atod a 


we-will make a Wtter nation sf peo p l e TW _« Ms 

BMtod toatea gevryl BmM pfneMs. MW*nssd 


V toe white people nr* toetoful nbojttthjU 


Back Page of "Muhammad Speaks’ 
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Harriett Muhammad’s advice-to-the-lovelorn column, "For ami 

kbout vou," has been a reguiar feature o, the paper since -vembe^ 
^Hett was married to EUiah's son Akbar from i960 to October, 1963. * 
September, 1961, she accompanied Akbar to Cairo, Egypt, where both - ^ 
schools. Their marriage was unsuccessful, and they returned to the 

were divorced in October, 1963. Akbar went back to Egypt and marne 

an Egyptian girl. Harriett, with hardly the best qualifications for her new ,ob, 
immediately began her advice-to-the-lovelorn column. In June, M 

a This time she became the wife of a 27-y 
columnist Harriett remarried. This time, 

bigamist who had deserted a wife and three small children. 

The third regular contributor to the cult paper, Abdul as 

« . nr -i Se of Elijah Muhammad. Naeem 
for the past eight years has written much in pratse 

began a new column, "Speaking of Business, "in the January , , 

, t reoort on and furnish advice to Muslim 
"Muhammad Speaks." Its purpose is to repor 

businesses and to stimulate their use of the newspaper for advertising. 

Naeem was born in India and entered the United States from Paktstan 

„ 1953. in the Fall o, 1966, he issued a bimonthly publication, 'The Moslem 

World and the U. S. A." Through this little periodical, he said, he desired to 
impart information about Islam and to consolidate various orthodox Muslim 
^ups in the United States. Alter inching an article about the NOI in one 
issue, he was contacted by cult leaders. Being in dire financial straits. 
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Naeem published additional favorable articles on the NOl in exchange for 
considerable monetary assistance and a guaranteed increase in sales of 
his publication. Orthodox Muslims then stopped buying his publication 
and he devoted his attention to Elijah Muhammad and the HOI. Since then 
Naeem, pretentiously claiming to be a 'leading Pakistan Muslim and 
world lecturei, " has written profusely for the cult paper extolling 


Elijah Muhammad and the HOI. 

An editorial in the January 29, 1965, issue of "Muhammad 

Speaks" reveals the main theme and purpose of Elijah Muhammad's 


whole publicity program through the years: 


. .we cannot get our freedom, Justice and.dignity 
from the American government without Dmne help. 

It has been Di> inely predicted that God alone would ^ 
send a Messenger and that messenger is among us. 


",,, The slave is never able to free himself from 
the master without a guide. And that guide is e ^ 
Hnnnrable Eliiah Muhammad, born to do just that. 


But the ’’so-called Negro” needs prodding. Elijah’s articles 


conclude with the urgent appeal: 


"HURRY AND JOIN ONTO YOUR OWN KIND. 


THE TIME OF THIS WORLD IS NOW AT HAND. ” 

Elijah occasionally has had to change this "time" that he foretells, 

and once again he is warning in the above-mentioned issue of the paper: 
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COLUMNISTS 
lor "Muhammad Speaks" 



Abdul Basit Naeem 
"Speaking of Business" 
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Harriett Muhammad 
"For and About You" 



Tynnetta Deanar 
"Women in Islam” 
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_ n . v9 Df A^Am lists come Mid none 9 
’•America is f» llin S- J*F . h er ^ th e day of her 
said the prophets, shall help « | 

downfall... .What is £** **»£minds about 

1966? K certainly wttl change yo ^ ^ you 

following a t doomed people^ teacheg ttc 

and your kind, and They are the producers 

‘Xtr^fT W^/ewSU* and the righteous. 
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B Exploitation of Negro Athletes 

Noted Negro athletes, with many admirers among members d 
all races, are exploited by the NOI to gain publicity for the cult. The NOl 
has been most successful in this regard with heavyweight boxing champion 
Cassius Clay. 

Clay was known prior to his title fight with Sonny Liston on 
February 25, 1964, as the ’’great mouth” and ’the impish chatterbox who 
dabbled in verse. ” Clay’s ”I-am-the-greatest” antics brought him con¬ 
siderable news coverage. On many occasions, he had been asked by the 
press about his reputed Muslim connections. During interviews at that 
time, he gave the impression that he was not a Muslim member, although 

he admitted his respect for the religion. 

Then, the day after Clay's defeat of Liston, which greatly 
surprised the sports world, Elijah Muhammad announced to the annual 
Muslim convention in Chicago that Cassius Clay was a follower of the 
Muslims and had accepted him as the ’’Messenger of Allah. ” Elijah claimed 
that the reason Clay had not been defeated was that ’’Allah and myself said 
no. ” Clay then told the press that he had been a member of the Muslims 

t „ /* * „ * „ ,, f dp*., ? ri Vi f q ] l""'*} to l!ul : '■-* y ; 

iot iive ***»• 1 w *' — - 

Clay's own father, speaking earlier to the press about his son, 

said that the Muslims had been ’’hammering at him and brainwashing him” 
ever since he had won the Olympic light-heavyweight title at Rome in 1960. 
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Like many other Negro youths in Louisville, Kentucky, Clay had 
evidenced some interest in the Muslims, but he had also "marched lor Integra¬ 
tion. " Clay spent considerable time with cult leaders In Miami while training 
lor a fight during the Fall of 1961. luring 1962, with his younger brother, he 
attended several NOI functions in Miami and elsewhere. But little attentio 
was paid to him by the NOI. In fact, the NOI was backing Liston and in 
"Muhammad Speaks,"o, February 18, 1963, printed an article captioned "Memo 
to Cassius Clay." The article supported what it called Liston's verbal haymaker, 
that Clay was "the youngest, fastest thing coming up--with his mouth, an 
referred to Liston as "the best thing that has happened to boxing since Joe Louis 

blazed across the fistic horizon. 

Three straight victories in the ring by Clay during the first half of 
1963, and Clay was gaining considerable attention in the press. Suddenly he 
became Important to the Muslims. Malcolm X developed a close friendship 
with Clay. During the rest of that year, Cassius and his brother were introduced 
as "visitors" at several NOI temples; and the press throughout the country 
described Cassius' appearances at various public NOI functions. The interest 
of the press really became aroused in January, 1964, when Clay disappeared 

. , , v— fr-inin* for his title fight, and appear^ and 

from Miami, wnerebenau trains.*, - • 

vt Vnvir NOT rally These were the events that took place 

spoke before a New York NOI raiiy. me 

« shot taH tn his open affiliation with the NOX. 
before Clay became champion and that led to his open ai 
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With this new champion in his corner, Elijah decided it was 
time to honor Clay with a new name. On March 6, 1964, Elijah bestowed 
on Clay his "true” name, Muhammad Ali. Since then Muhammad Ali has 
not failed to stir up the publicity which Elijah so desperately seeks. 

Although they may never find another Muhammad Ali, the 
publicity-seeking Muslims have not bypassed other Negro athletes. Professional 
football star Jimmy Brown and professional basketballers Bill Russell and 
Wayne Hightower have each been publicized in the cult paper for statements 
they made praising the Muslims. 

C. Advertising 

Elijah Muhammad has utilized various advertising media to 
publicize himself and his cult programs. With typical extravagant and 
exaggerated claims, he published a schedule in the first edition of "Muhammad 
Speaks” which listed 198 cities throughout the country where his weekly radio 
broadcasts could be heard. As is usual with Elijah’s pretentious plans, his 
radio broadcasting too was beset by problems. Stations which began broad¬ 
casting his weekly taped speeches frequently cancelled the program after 
short periods of time because of complaints from listeners. Those stations 
which continued to carry Ids program oitc-n had difficulty ou cabling . •• 
and were obliged to repeat previous programs. 
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The actual value to Elijah of his radio broadcasting is hardly 
assessable. However, it is significant that the schedule continues to be set 
out in the cult paper and that frequently the list of stations carrying his pro¬ 
grams and the list of cities reached reflect changes. The March 5, 1965, 

Issue of "Muhammad Speaks" lists 31 cities which can receive Elijah's weekly 
broadcasts beamed from 19 radio stations around the country. Fourteen of 
the 31 cities are supposed to be receiving the programs from Station XERF, 
a Mexican radio station located just across the border from Del Rio, Texas. 

Another advertising media tried by Elijah was beset with even more 
difficulties. Early in 1964, Elijah decided to utilize public transportation 
systems to carry signs advertising his programs. This plan proved expensive 
and disappointing to Elijah. Many transportation companies would not accept 
his advertising, othemthat agreed to carry the signs soon cancelled the program 
after receiving complaints from citizens and civic organizations in their areas. 

When the transit program was begun early in 1964. the signs carried 
Elijah's picture and, in large letters, the challenge: "Read-Muhammad Speaks 
Newspaper." Below these words appeared the name of the local radio station 
and the time when Elijah's speeches could be heard, later, after his economic 
program was devised, those companies still accepting his advertisements dis¬ 
played pertinent new signs. Again, Elijah's picture drew attention, but the new 
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Early in 1965, because 
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n mriiRTTY ME, Agl,BBS AND DISCIPLINE 


K security Measures 

„ It . s tor everybody's protection," explains the FOI guard to the 
visitor, who must be searched belore entering an NOI -eting place. Negro 
reporters for the "Chicago American" told about their experience before a 
meeting got under way where Elijah was to speak. You are led into a room, 
they said, where you register with a smiling Muslim at a desk. Then you are 
conducted before a team of guards who begin to search you for dangerous 
weapons. They are gentle t*t thorough, covering hat to shoes: 

i- not a .giature -r brT£7 
°^" e a clairn check to r^eem it after the meeting. 

•Then you're 

r»r £ 2? Kgers ^up^urs, then 
flick downward over ^ d your sl des. 

ST; htds' ’.SaWU J the way 
around. 

•Then the P r f m |^SimslapryouT^ g »d 

inside and out. The Mus ““ “ £ s n en tly behind 
hips, nods to thre f ®f!\ Then hva dull monotone, 

h^apo logics for SiW* ^ ^ 

Frisking for weapons as the standing line gradually moves up causes 

long delays. Men search men, women search women. After being cleared, the 
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visitor enters the meeting hall, where men sit on one side and women on 
the other. The speaker is surrounded by stern-faced, neat, young body¬ 
guards standing at ramrod attention and lacing the audience from fined 
positions around the rostrum. Other FOI guards stare into the audience 


from side and rear positions or move soundlessly around the haU. At 
short intervals the guard changes. With appropriate salutes and a brief 

verbal exchange, those on duty are relieved. 

Constant vigil is kept because Elijah and his leaders always 

suspect the presence of "stool pigeons” and "hypocrites." After years 
of cautioning the faithful to guard against "stool pigeons," Elijah now fears 


"hypocrites" even more than "stool pigeons." Since the cherished 
Malcolm X broke from Elijah, Elijah has constantly denounced him and 
others like him who once followed closely but later deserted. 

Should a "stool pigeon" or a "hypocrite" gain entrance to a 
meeting or rally and be discovered, FOI guards immediately converge 
on him and forcibly eject him. During the 1965 Savior's Day convention, 
guards spotted a visitor who had formerly attended meetings and later 
spoken out against the KOI. Twenty or more FOI guards charged toward 
him and dragged him to the back of the hall. They beat him and kicked 
him unmercifully before he crawled out through the doorway, where police 


rescued him. 


- 76 - 







m 


( 


m> 


f i 


*- j 

K * 

I- 
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Elaborate and showy security protection has al 

.. th . F0 I bodyguards. Much of this protection In 

for Elijah Muhammad by the FOI bodygua 

. C evidence of his louowero 

past undoubtedly was ceremonial an 

respect for him as the "Messenger of Allah. other cu it 

Since early 1964, however, when Malcolm X and 
. ft the N0 , the protection afforded Elijah has been very 

members left t , a new procedure was inaugurated 

complete. During the Summer of 1964, a new P 

tect Elijah Formerly, his escorts numbered into the 
to protect El.iah. attempted to enter buildings and 

Confusion and shoving resulted wh 

, ... -e supreme captain of the FOI ana a 

automobiles. The new p an surround Elijah at 

, A *_ctpd FOI men tightly to sur 
selected few highly trained and trus e 

on either side of these bodyguards, a column of secun y 

•" timeS ' „ ard ^ FOI guards are constantly reminded that they 

acts as the er gu , he greatest general, Elijah Muhammad, 

are the soldiers of Islam, servi g Messenger.' 

and that every "Fruit" must be willing to sacrific his U 

After the assassination of Malcolm in New Yorh City o 

t threats by Malcolm's followers against Elijah and N 
“ d " „ . , the press that he did not fear for his life; 

property in Chicago, , ecUon afforded him by the Chicago police. 

nevertheless, he welcomed the projection site 
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When appearing at the annua] convention less than aweek after 
Malcolm's death. Elijah was additionally protected on the speaker's 
stand by a double row of NOI ministers sitting in front and on either side 
of him. This double row was in addition to the regular FOI guards facing 
the audience and standing shoulder to shoulder in front of the speaker's stand. 
C. Discipline and Punishment 

NOI members are constantly reminded that "the first law of Islam 
is obedience." Members are guided by a variety of "musts" and "must nots. " 
Some of these are that they must regularly attend meetings, make the required 
financial contributions, sell their quota of the cult newspaper, and trade wi 
Muslim-operated businesses. They must not smoke, drink liquor, eat pork, 
use narcotics, commit adultery, or associate with non-Muslims. Women 
members must wear the prescribed head covering, keep their homes neat, 
and serve the proper Muslim foods; and they must not wear lipstick, high 
heels, or short dresses. These rules are but a few of the man, that have 
guided those who accept Elijah Muhammad's concocted version of Islam. 

Muslims are warned that they must obey without question all 
orders of those in authority. Any member who violates the rules is subjected 
to disciplinary action administered by the NOI leadership composed of 
Elijah Muhammad, the national officers, the temple ministers, captains, 

lieutenants, and investigators. 
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When a member is 'brought up on charges," he is given a trial, some¬ 
times before a regular temple meeting, sometimes before only the temple 
officials. The penalty of the guilty depends upon the nature of the charge and 
varies considerably among temples. For a minor violation, a member may be 
suspended from all temple activity for a period from 30 to 90 days; or, 11 the 
charge is more serious, he may be suspended for one to five years. 

A suspended member is not permitted to associate with other members 

or take part in any temple activities. Upon completion of his sentence, the 
member who shows the proper respect and promises to obey henceforth all 
Muslim rules is permitted to return to the organization. One member, although 
suspended for a year for having an affair with a woman other than his wife, took 
steps to ensure that he would be able to return at the completion of his sentence. 
He continued his regular monetary contributions and sent numerous recruits to 

his temple. 

Except in certain isolated cases, the most severe penalty meted to 
violators of cult rules has been permanent expulsion from the cult. During the 
past year, however, the rise of dissidence among members influenced by the 
expelled leaders-Malcolm X, Wallace, and Hassan-has led to the cult's 
resorting to violent measures to punish those who have been slandering "the 
Messenger" and questioning his claim to be the last Apostle of Allah. 







Throughout 1964, the cult paper regularly printed articles 
concerning hypocrites. A hypocrite, as defined by Elijah, is "one who 
first says he believes, then disbelieves, and seeks to oppose the Messenger 
and those who believe in him." During the first half of the year, Elijah’s 
venomous condemnations were aimed at Malcolm X as the"chief hypocrite," 
and after Wallace and Hassan broke away from the cult in June, 1964, they 

too were denounced as hypocrites. 

Daring June, the Chicago press was reporting on seven admitted 

. HhP rhicaeo NOl temple who complained that each one 
dissident members of the Chicago nui ie f 

, ith snHilv harm by the Muslim goon squad, 
of them had been threatened with bodily harm oy 

One of them already had been beaten by two FOl lieutenants. Other news¬ 
papers reported similar beatings administered to dissident members in 

both Philadelphia and New York. 

Elijah grew concerned over the publicity regarding an increasing 
number of hypocrites. He called an emergency meeting of ministers and 
captains at Chicago on Auprst 19, 1964. From many temples, they slipped 
secretly into Chicago to hear Elijah discuss how the problem of defectors, 

dissidents, and hypocrites should be met. 

m Boston, just three days after this conference, a dissident member 

and his wife were beaten by FOI guards outside the Muslim temple. The day 
after that, two dissident male members were badly beaten by nearly a dozen 
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X. N01 VERSUS LAW AND ORDER 


A. Contradictions 

Elijah Muhammad has publicly denied that the NOI teaches or 
advocates the use of violence or disobedience to the ’*white man’s laws" 
in order to achieve its goals. This disclaimer has been repeated in 
public by the ministers of the various NOI mosques throughout the country. 
The same message of denial is carried in "Muhammad Speaks. 

While this attitude toward violence and disruption is publicly 
enunciated, a more militant approach is actually pursued. Violent action 
to prevent police officers from entering NOI meeting halls and 10 ®enge 
what is considered unprovoked police measures is condoned. In addition 
obstruction of police and prison officials, excessive requests for freedom 
to practice their "religion" in prison, and deliberate violation of certain 
laws a r e actions supported by NOI leaders and members. 

Black Muslim conflict with authority and with the law and order 
of our civil society has been particularly evident in the areas of police 
jurisdiction, prison confinement, and FBI investigations. 

B. Police Jurisdiction 

Police departments in numerous cities have been involved in 
investigations pertaining to NOI representatives. The most publicized 
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incident in recent years occurred in U. Angeies on April 27, M ">*» 
police officers, in a routine investigation, stopped two men apparently se 
clothes from an automobile. The officers were thereupon attached!* the suspects, 
Who were HOI members, and by numerous feUow members who poured from an 

adjacent mosque. In the melee, shots were fired. One HOI member willed, 

and other members and some of the police officers were wounded. The 
Immediately charged police brutality. HOI leaders and minmters, to exp o 
sympathy, have widely shown a photograph o, the dead member lying on me 

pavement at the scene of the altercation. 

Court proceedings against HOI participants in the fight have been 

, ... r&rtober 1964. decision of the 

extensive and undoubtedly did not end with an Octo , 

Second District Court of Appeals in Angeles that affirmed the prior con- 

actions o, 11 Black Muslims on charges of assault and resisting arrest. 

Another incident took place in Rochester, New York, on January , 

196 3. Two police officers, dispatched to investigate a call that a man with a 

at the street 6ntrinc6 to 

gon was on the second floor of a building, were halted at the 

a. _ thp NOI cruard was told the 
the hall in which the NOI was holding a meeti g. 

, +K . -rtit-e we nt up the stairs, the guard 

purpose of the officers' visit and, as the pohee wen p 

_ tr-oTc more met and assaulted by several 

shouted a warning upstairs. The off.cers were me 

aw warning. Upon the arrival of 

NOI members who responded to the guard s warning 

erf.h a K-9 dog the members retreated into the hall, 
another police officer with a K-» aog, 
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where they were ordered to identify themselves to the police officers. 
Arrested were 15 NOI members, the majority of whom were visiting 
members from the Buffalo Mosque. 

Four trials have been held as a result of these arrests. The 
first trial was terminated following picketing of the courthouse in which 
the trial was being held. The second and third trials resulted in deadlocked 
juries. Follcv/ing new indictments returned by a grand jury, a fourth trial 
was held which ended in the conviction of the 15 members. All the defendants 
received four-year suspended sentences and were placed on probation for one 
year. 

On October 27, 1963, three Flint, Michigan, police officers 
sought admission to an NOI meeting being addressed by Elijah Muhammad. 
NOI guards called on them to surrender their weapons before entering 
the hall, but the police refused to obey the NOI rule that only unarmed 
persons can enter their meetings. Elijah Muhammad then suspended the 
meeting. He later instituted a million-dollar damage suit against the 
police officers and the city attorney, charging that the constitutional 
immunities and guarantees of the NOI were violated by the police. 

A Federal district court judge in July, 1964, dismissed the suit 
on grounds that the police had a legitimate right to enter the hall, that three 
police officers could hardly be considered too many when about 2,500 people 
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were in the hall, and that the suit was merely an assertion by Elijah Muhammad 
that the Constitution gives him the right to conduct a public meeting or religious 
assembly in a public place with the public invited, free from police supervision. 

A Trenton, New Jersey, patrolman approached two Negroes on 
September 27, 1964, to issue them a traffic ticket for double-parking. The 
two Negroes, later identified as NOI members, knocked the patrolman to the 
ground, kicked him repeatedly, and attempted to obtain his revolver. A third 
Negro seized the revolver and ordered the NOI members to release the patrol¬ 
man. A passer-by telephoned for police assistance. The two NOI members 
resisted arrest. In the attack, the patrolman suffered a fractured elbow and 
torn thumb ligaments. 

One of the NOI attackers was found guilty of traffic charges of 
failing to obey a signal of a traffic officer, failure to show a driver’s permit 
and an automobile registration, illegal double-parking, and failure to notify 
the Bureau of Motor Vehicles of a change of address. In February, 1965, the 
NOI members were indicted for atrocious assault and battery against the police 
officers. 

C. Frison Confinement 

Individuals claiming to be Black Muslims and followers of Elijah 

t 

Muhammad have created numerous problems for prison authorities in recent 
years Some of the individuals involved were members of the NOI prior to 
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confinement, while others professed different religious affiliation on 
entering prison and later claimed conversion to the NOI. 

The problems created by NOI practitioners in prisons, reforma¬ 
tories, and detention centers have included outright violence, as well as 
preparation of petitions or legal suits alleging authorities were denying 
them their constitutional right of religious freedom. One of the most 
significant court battles between prisoners and prison authorities has 
involved NOI members or sympathizers in District of Columbia penal 
institutions. 

Members of the NOI were first permitted to conduct weekly 
religious meetings in District penal institutions in 1955. In 1959, a 
group of Muslims nearly rioted in a recreation yard at the Lorton 
Reformatory in Lorton, Virginia, where District inmates are incarcerated. 
Some time later, prison officials isolated a prisoner for preaching the 
NOI program to his fellow prisoners. 

The NOI follower brought a suit in Federal district court in 
Washington, D. C., charging discrimination for not being allowed to 
practice his religion. In July, 1962, a district court judge ordered him 
to be returned to the area of general prisoners and to be permitted to 
practice his religion. In his decision, the judge indicated that NOI 
adherents embraced a legally recognized religion, since they believed in 
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. Supreme Being. The Judge also stated that, while the prisoner deserved 
disciplinary action, the punishment given him had been excessive and was based 
principally on the fact that he had made complaints against District of Columbia 

officials. 

Less than a month after NOI prisoners were granted permission to 
practice their religion, there were two riots in the Youth Center at the lorton 
facility. Damage of several thousand dollars was caused by about 50 NOI 
followers and sympathizers. Prison authorities promptly banned further 
Muslim services in the Youth Center as dangerous to prison discipline and order. 
Services were still permitted in the adult section of the prison system, where 
NOI leaders were allowed to conduct services for the NOI inmates. 

m 1964, a Federal district judge ordered District prison officials 
to permit NOI followers at the Youth Center to resume the practice of their 
religion. The order came in a ruling involving a suit filed by 15 NO, prisoners. 
The judge declared that to "justify the prohibition of the practices of an 
established religion at the Youth Center, the prison otficials must prove by 
satisfactory evidence that the teachings and practice of the sect create a clear 
end present danger to the orderly functioning of the institution. " There was no 
conclusive evidence offered, the judge held, to show that the 1962 riots had 
been instigated or led by members of the NOI. 
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The extent of this problem is revealed in statistics issued in 
June, 1963. At that time there were 183 legal petitions and 42 appeals 
by NOI prisoners pending in the Federal courts of Washington, D. C., 
and Virginia. NOI prisoners were termed a ’’cult of harassment” by 
District of Columbia officials, who declared that the volume of complaints 
was causing administrative and investigative backlogs that interfered with 
the normal work of the Corporation Counsel's office. 

Typical of the complaints from Muslim prisoners was a charge 
that Lorton officials had not lived up to an agreement to grant special 
concessions during Ramadan, the Muslim’s month of fasting. Actually, 
Ramadan is the ninth month of the Mohammedan calendar year; but, on 
account of the Mohammedan year being a few days shorter than the 
Gregorian calendar year, this fasting month occurs during various months 
of our year. For convenience, therefore, Elijah established that the 
month of December would be Ramadan for his followers. 

Lorton officials were cooperating with Elijah's rule when they 
allowed Muslim inmates special mealtimes during December so that they 
would be served before sunrise and after sunset, as is the Ramadan custom. 
Mealtimes for the Muslim prisoners were based on sunrise and sunset tables 
of the United States Naval Observatory. In spite of this consideration, Muslim 
prisoners protested that it was not dark enough to eat at the designated times 


- 88 - 





c 



because, according to Elijah's rules, there should not be enough light to 
distinguish between a black thread and a white thread. 

In a study of 38 Muslims who were first permitted to hold religious 
services in District of Columbia penal institutions, authorities noted that each 
of the Muslim inmates violated prison rules sufficiently to warrant disciplinary 
action during his period of incarceration, whereas considerably less than half 
of an average group of prisoners ever committed violations that came to the 
attention of prison authorities. At the time of admission of these 38 inmates, 

16 indicated Protestant religious preference; 10, Roman Catholic; nine, Muslim; 
while three indicated no religious preference. Thus, 75 per cent of these NOI 
members were recruited and trained during their confinement in jail. 

While the legal proceedings concerning Muslim prisoners in District 
of Columbia penal institutions have not been ruled upon by the United States 
Supreme Court, that Court has been involved in a suit brought by a prisoner 
at the Illinois State Penitentiary who charged that he had been denied his 
constitutional right to practice his religion. The prisoner, sentenced in 1953 
to two consecutive 100-year terms for two Chicago holdup murders, brought 
suit in July, 1962, in the Federal district court in Chicago alleging that prison 
officials prohibited him from buying and reading the Koran and Arabic language 
books and from seeing other inmates of his faith. Prison officials claimed that 

the prisoner was a troublemaker, who was isolated for several years for 
disciplinary purposes. 
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In December, 1962, the Federal district court in Chicago 
dismissed the suit on grounds that it pertained to a matter not within 
the court's jurisdiction. On appeal, the United States Court of Appeals 
in 1963 dismissed the complaint and held that the Black Muslim movement 
in this country was not a religion but a racist organization. Therefore, 
the court added, its members were not covered by the guaranty of religious 
freedom in the United States Constitution. 

In June, 1964, the United States Supreme Court ruled that the 
prisoner's complaint had asserted a proper cause of action and should 
not have been dismissed by the appellate court. The latter court was 
ordered to conduct hearings to determine if prison officials had improperly 
denied the prisoner his constitutional right to practice his religion. A 
hearing in this case has been scheduled for 1965. 

In addition to resorting to the State and Federal courts for 
permission to practice their religion, NOI prisoners have used other means 
to protest prison treatment. Several years ago, for instance, the leader 
of an NOI group of prisoners died from gunshot wounds received from a 
prison guard during a disturbance between white and Negro prisoners in 
the exercise yard of the San ©uentin, California, Adjustment Center. The 
Center, a portion of the California State Prison, is reserved for incorrigible 
inmates. 
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The next day, about 70 Negro inmates assembled in the yard and 
refused to work. A spokesman presented to prison authorities several demands 
including segregation of NOI followers in the prison and a place for religious 
worship. The demands were denied and 59 of the protesting prisoners refused 
to go to work. However, after a brief period of isolation for these prisoners, 
they returned to work. Word of the disturbance at San Quentin apparently 
spread, as several days later, NOI leaders in California came to the prison to 
present demands for special privileges for NOI prisoners. Their demands were 

refused. 

Much publicity is given to the contention that NOI members are taught 
to live cleanly and to improve themselves physically, spiritually, and morally. 
While NOI adherents in prison have sought freedom to practice their religion 
and to follow the teachings of Elijah Muhammad, the sincerity and depth of their 
convictions are sometimes in doubt. While in prison, a Muslim often asserts 
devotion to his religion and claims his religious rights are being denied by 
prison authorities. Then, released from prison, he may violate religious 
principles unscrupulously. 

For example, an NOI member confined in a New Jersey State prison 
filed a suit alleging that prison authorities discriminated against NOI inmates. 
His suit reached the New Jersey Supreme Court, which has yet to render a 
decision in this matter. However, this prisoner was paroled and, in 1964, 






while still claiming active NOI membership, he was arrested again, this 
time by New York City police, and charged with assault and battery, two 
narcotics violations, impersonating an officer, auto theft, possession of 
burglary tools, and concealing a dangerous weapon. He received con¬ 
current sentences of five to ten years on two counts of attempted robbery. 

D. FBI Investigations 

During investigations of NOI members coming within the purview 
of FBI jurisdiction, information has been developed showing how NOI 
literature and speakers have fostered the impression that violation of 
United States laws is cause for suspension or expulsion from the NOI. The 
facts, however, refute this law-abiding pose. 

Primarily, NOI members in conflict with Federal statutes are 
involved in alleged violations of the Selective Service Act. Among NOI 
leaders found guilty and sentenced to prison in the past for such violations are 
Elijah Muhammad himself, his son Wallace, and his son-in-law Raymond 
Sharrieff. In addition, numerous members have been investigated for 
similar violations. 

NOI ministers give members confusing and contradictory instructions 
concerning Selective Service laws. The leaders remind NOI members that 
their allegiance is to the Muslim flag. They say that they cannot order members 
not to go to war, but that members should use their heads and decide for 







themselves whether to go into the Army or to jail, that Elijah Muhammad 
served time for not going into the Army and no other NOI member is better 
than Elijah. 

Bernard X, the NOI’s youthful minister in San Francisco, decided he 
was "no better than Elijah. ” He refused to report for induction, as ordered by 
his local draft board. From November, 1961, until July, 1963, he served time 
in a Federal prison. Immediately following his release, he returned to his NOI 
ministerial duties. 

In one case beginning in 1963, an NOI member was convicted for 
failure to appear for induction as ordered by his local draft board. He was 
placed on probation on condition that he seek ’’employment of national importance” 
within 60 days. However, he failed to do so and in 1964 was sentenced to prison 
for two years for violating that condition. 

In another case, a self-admitted NOI member was sentenced in 1964 
to two years in prison for failure to report for induction. He had originally 
registered in 1958 with a draft board in South Carolina and had been classified 
1-A. In 1961, he requested to be classified as a conscientious objector, a 
request that was denied. He was ordered to present himself for induction in 
1962 but he failed to appear. He was then transferred to a local draft board in 
New Jersey, where he had taken up residence. At a preinduction examination 
in that State, he was found acceptable for military service. 
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On two occasions in 1963, however, he failed to report for induc¬ 


tion. His request for deferment to attend school was turned down. His case 
was transferred back to the South Carolina draft board in late 1963, and he was 
again classified 1-A. When he neglected to report for induction in early 1964, 
he was arrested by FBI Ajpnts in New Jersey and refused to give a signed 
statement concerning his failure to report for induction. He informed a 
United States commissioner that he was an NOI member and would not submit 
to induction into the armed services for either combatant or noncombatant 
duty, because of his religious beliefs. 

A Federal grand jury in South Carolina indicted the NOI member 
for violation of the Selective Service Act, but he consented to stand trial in 


New Jersey. On pleading guilty, he was given a two-year sentence. 


Several years ago, John Ali, national secretary of the NOI, 


I ! 


enunciated a policy governing NOI contacts with the FBI. He warned members 
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not to sign any papers if requested by the FBI and to report immediately to 
NOI leaders if interviewed by FBI Agents. 



- 94 - 






